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INSIDE THIS ISSUE From the Editors 
This issue features details about the upcoming AGM. As 

always, you can help to fill the OBBA newsletter by sending us 
news and events from your banding operation, research, or any 
other interesting notes related to bird banding in Ontario. Thanks 
to all who contributed to this edition of the OBBA Newsletter!  

The OBBA Board would like to remind our members that 
due to COVID-19, members should ensure safe practices when 
banding, i.e., wear masks, wash hands regularly, don’t share 
banding equipment, etc., as outlined by the North American 
Banding Council. 
 

NEWSLETTER 
  

Winter 2021 
  
VOLUME 66 NO.1 

Ontario Bird Banding Association AGM 
March 28th, 2020. 
*** ONLINE *** 

• North American Banding Council Annual Meeting. – ONLINE  
March 4, 2021 @ 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm, and  
March 12, 2021 @ 2:30 pm to 4:30 pm.  
www.nabanding.net 

 

• Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society AGM – ONLINE 
March 20, 2021. www.oebs.ca 
 

• Eastern Bird Banding Association Meeting – ONLINE  
March 27, 2021. http://www.easternbirdbanding.org/ 

JOIN THE ONTARIO BIRD BANDING GROUP ! – CLICK HERE 
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OBBA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING DRAFT AGENDA  
Due to COVID-19, the OBBA Annual General Meeting will be done via 

Zoom on the evening of Sunday March 28, 2021. 
Please begin to login at 1845. 

 
1900   Welcome and Webinar Orientation  
 
19:00 – 19:10  Business meeting 
   Introductions – Bruce Murphy  
   President’s Report - Bruce Murphy 
   Treasurer’s Report and Election of an Auditor – Barbara Campbell 
   Nominations & Election of 2021 Executive – Stu Mackenzie 
  

19:10—19:15  Awards - Janette Dean and Wasserfall Award 
  
  

19:45 – 20:00  Wing shape, flight performance, and migration timing 
in songbirds.  
Jessica Deakin, University of Western Ontario  

 

20:00-20:15  Insights from monitoring reproduction and migration 
in Ontario's declining nightjars  

  Elora Grahame, University of Guelph 
 
20:15-20:30 Birds of a feather don’t always flock together: 

Variation in moult origins and movement patterns of 
winter finches in Ontario. Kevin Hannah, Environment and 
Climate Change Canada 

 

20:30-20:55 Wood Thrush Double Feature:  
- Can nest concealment in Wood thrush predict 

reproductive success? Alex Israel, York University 
- Carry-over effects of breeding season habitat 

on a long-distance migrant. Brendan Boyd, York 
University 

  
  

21:00   Random Bucket Raffle Draw.  
 

End of Annual General Meeting 
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 MEETING REGISTRATION: 
  
 
The meeting will be held on the platform Zoom. Attending the meeting will require registration. 
 
Please register below:  
 
You are invited to the Zoom webinar. 
When: Mar 28, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: Ontario Bird Banding Association AGM 
  
Register in advance for this webinar: 
https://birdscanada-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2hx_sObAQeiINaJeYV54DQ  
  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
webinar. 
 
As we can’t have a bucket raffle this year there will be a random draw for a few “door” prizes, 
which will be awarded to those attending the Zoom meeting. Any awarded prize will be mailed 
to the recipient.  

 
 

 
 

THE BILL AND BETTY WASSERFALL AWARD 
 
 
The OBBA’s Bill and Betty Wasserfall Award provides critical 
funding to support bird-banding and related studies in Canada. 
Applications for the award will be considered as part of the 
Small Grants of the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund.  
 
To donate to the OBBA Awards and Grants Fund in support of 
the Bill and Betty Wasserfall Award and other bird banding and 
related studies across Canada contact Barb Campbell.  
 
In 2019 the award was not given. The 2020 award was given to 
Observatoire d’Oiseaux de Rimouski to help them establish 
their monitoring and research programs and protocols near 
the mouth of the St. Lawrence River in Quebec. 
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THE JANETTE DEAN AWARD 
 
The 2020 Janette Dean Award recipient was awarded 
to Barbara Campbell.  
 
On December 6th 2019, Barbara Campbell was 
presented with the 2020 Janette Dean Award by OBBA 
president Bruce Murphy. The award was presented and 
put on display at Barb’s retirement celebration where 
many friends, family, colleagues and well wishers had a 
chance to see it and recognize Barb’s 45 years of 
banding accomplishments and the associated memories 
from an amazing career with the Canadian Wildlife 
Service (CWS).  
 
She was very surprised and excited to receive the 
Janette Dean award and, as she recalled having had the 
opportunity of working with Janette Dean at North Point,  
getting this award clearly meant a lot to her and it is very much deserved.  
 
Barb Campbell began her banding career in 1975 when she had the opportunity to band Brant in 
Canada’s High Arctic. She along with two other women formed the Canadian Wildlife Service goose 
banding team stationed at Sabine Bay on Melville Island. They were joined by their helicopter pilot 
and spent the summer searching for and banding arctic geese. Following this summer of adventure, 
you could say that Barb was hooked.  
 
In 1977 she had another opportunity to participate with a banding 
team. This time it was with Guy Morrison’s Shorebird Banding Project 
in the James Bay area just north of Moosonee at North Point. This time 
the birds ranged from semipalmated sandpipers to red knot. The 
project involved color marking the birds a bright yellow using a picric 
acid solution to enable sightings of the yellow birds as they migrated 
from the James Bay mudflats to the southern tropics of South America. 
Over 85,000 birds were banded in the eight-year program. This 
banding project involved mist netting along the James Bay shoreline as 
well as using rocket nets to catch the birds. Barb spent several 
summers at North Point where along with summer students and 
volunteers she had the privilege of meeting Janette Dean as well as her 
daughter Tracey who were helping out with the banding program. 
Janette’s knowledge, enthusiasm and energy were much appreciated 
and welcomed at the camp.  

Barbara Campbell being presented the Jannette Dean Award by Bruce Murphy. 
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After the Shorebird Banding Program had finished, Barb was transferred to Forest Birds and then to 
the CWS waterfowl program where she again was given the opportunity of working with geese. This 
time Canada Geese. It should be mentioned that in the years between, Barb started a family and had 
the makings of a very handy goose banding team with her two daughters and son. She worked with 
other CWS colleagues banding geese in the Ottawa area and eastern Ontario and spread her range to 
southern Ontario as well. Goose banding led to duck banding. Barb obtained her certification as an 
NABC Waterfowl Trainer in 2008, and through this training, she gained more opportunities to share 
her love of banding with other banders. Every year since, Barb has 
put a lot of time and effort into the planning of the NABC Waterfowl 
session in order to ensure the success of these NABC sessions.  

 
In 1983 through the Latin American Program, Barb was sent to Brazil 
for six weeks to share her knowledge with the Brazilian biologists on 
the use of cannon nets and mist nets. It made for interesting 
explanations when asked by the Brazilian authorities why she was 
bringing cannons, nets and explosive charges into a South American 
country in a foreign language, for which she had been given only 
eleven hours of Berlitz training! How times have changed. 
 
Barb has been the treasurer and membership secretary for the OBBA 
since 2010. And so, in December 2019, Barb retired from her 
enjoyable career as a wildlife technician with CWS after 45 years of 
service. We trust, she will continue to have many more opportunities 
to band and share that passion and knowledge with others. 

 
The Janette Dean Award is given to individuals that have made outstanding contributions to bird 
banding in Ontario. To nominate an individual, send a written nomination with a brief explanation of 
the candidate’s qualifications to Ontario Bird Banding.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barb holding Great Egret, 33 N, at 
Nottawasaga Island, 2013. 
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WHY BELONG TO THE OBBA? 

1. Meet like-minded people who enjoy banding birds by providing a forum for
communication among Ontario banders.

2. Chance to share and compare the results of your banding efforts with others.

3. Receive a newsletter three times a year reporting on current banding activities and
topics of interest to banders.

4. Contribute to and receive the organization’s long running journal – Ontario Bird Banding
- that reports annually on the bird banding activities of its members and read articles on
banding techniques.

5. Take part in an annual general meeting where you can present, listen to and meet guest
speakers and share your banding interests with other banders from across Ontario in a
pleasant social atmosphere.

6. Get opportunities to learn different banding techniques and share knowledge of
different issues and the latest trends in the banding world.

7. Have the chance to recognize extraordinary efforts of individuals through the Janette
Dean Award, or fund your research through the Wasserfall Award.

8. Benefit from the North American Banding Council’s network of activities, training
workshops and certification programs and connection to the Canadian Bird Banding
Office under the Canadian Wildlife Service.

9. Encourage mentorship, share enthusiasm, contribute to knowledge of bird banding and
take part in collaborative projects (such as Mourning Dove and Snow Bunting banding).

10. Most of all – to have FUN while contributing to bird conservation science!

TO JOIN OR RENEW: Please fill out the renewal form, or send the same information along 
with payment to Barbara Campbell—barbcampbell52 AT gmail.com. A renewal form is at 
the back of this newsletter or can be found online at  
https://ontbanding.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/OBBA_Membership_form_2-March-2021.pdf 

RENEW ONLINE – Send the pertinent information to barbcampbell52 AT gmail.com, and 
make your payment online here - 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/OBBA/events/obba-membership-2/ 
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ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION (2020-21)  

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

President Bruce Murphy brucem.hmrec@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President Stu Mackenzie smackenzie@birdscanada.org 

1st Vice President  
Bob Hall-Brooks  bhall-brooks@cogeco.ca  

2nd Vice President Ross Wood  Ross.w.wood@gmail.com 

Recording Secretary Bill Read  billreadsbooks@gmail.com 

Treasurer/ 
Membership Secretary 

Barbara Campbell 
  

Barbcampbell52@gmail.com 

  
  

 Directors at Large  

David Okines David.okines@gmail.com 

Nancy Furber oriskany.nf@gmail.com 
 

Luis Alberto Villamil avillamil@gmail.com  

  

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 

Ontario Bird Banding Editor David Okines and Luis Villamil 
 

Newsletter Editor Luis Villiamil and David Okines 
 

OBBA Rep. to LPBO vacant vacant 

Bird Banding Office  
Rep. To OBBA 

Lesley-Anne Howes 
  

lesley.howes@canada.ca  

WEB Master Barbara Ferris finally@hay.net 

OBBA Rep. To North American 
Banding Council 

Norm North north@execulink.com 
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Ontario Bird Banding Association 
  
  

CharitableRegistrationNo.873195960RR0001 www.ontbanding.org 
  
  

2021 Membership Application or Renewal 
   

Name:     
 

Address:     
 

City   Prov:     
 

Postal Code:     Phone:  ( )   -    
 

Email:                                                                                                                      
 

NOTE: All correspondence with the OBBA will be electronic. If you wish to 
receive a hard-copy of the materials, newsletter and/or journal, you must specify 

below. 
  

O      Please send me the Newsletter by regular mail 
 O      Please send me the Journal by regular mail 
  

Membership Category: 
  

O      Life Membership ($500) 

O      Individual / Family - Household ($25/$40) 
             O      Student ($15) 

O      Outside of Canada and United States—$10 mailing surcharge 
  

Additional Donation: $______,tax receipt issued if $10or more. 
  
Make cheque payable to: Ontario Bird Banding Association 
 

RENEW ONLINE:  
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/OBBA/events/obba-membership-2/ 
 

Or mail to:  
Barb Campbell 
19 Harwood Lane 
Kanata,ON K2K 1X7 

 
  

  
  
  
  




