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Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch Open House, April 7. Beamer Conservation Area, Grimsby, Ontario.
www.niagarapeninsulahawkwatch.org

Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society - AGM March 18. https://oebs.ca

Eastern Bird Banding Association Meeting, March 24-26. Newton Square, PA.
http://www.easternbirdbanding.org/

North American Banding Council — Annual Meeting. April 13-14. Arcata, California. www.nabanding.net

Great Canadian Birdathon — May 2023 — https://www.birdscanada.org/you-can-help/birdathon

Ruthven Park For the Birds Festival - May 13 — www.ruthvenpark.ca

WINTER 2023 ® ISSN 1485-4893


http://www.niagarapeninsulahawkwatch.org/
https://oebs.ca/
http://www.easternbirdbanding.org/
http://www.easternbirdbanding.org/
http://www.nabanding.net/
https://www.birdscanada.org/you-can-help/birdathon
http://www.ruthvenpark.ca/
https://www.ontbanding.org/
https://birdscanada-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpde-tqzgpHt1tlEMW8vKcqmbiP0UJdJXN

OBBA Newsletter

Page |2

OBBA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING DRAFT AGENDA

09:00 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:20

10:20—10:30

10:30 - 10:50

10:50 - 11:15

11:15-11:35

11:35-11:55

11:55-13:00

13:00 - 13:20

13:20-13:40

13:40 - 14:00

SATURDAY APRIL 1, 2023

Registration ($10 members, $15 non-members), Bucket Raffle,
Mingling

Business meeting

Introductions — Bob Hall-Brooks

President’s Report - Bob Hall-Brooks

Treasurer’s Report and Election of an Auditor — Barbara Campbell
Nominations & Election of 2023 Executive — Bruce Murphy

Awards - Janette Dean and Wasserfall Award
Wasserfall Award- Devonian Parklands Banding Station - Norm Legault

Network Updates

Canadian Migration Monitoring Network Update — Stu Mackenzie
North American Banding Council Update — Norm North

Coffee Break and Bucket Raffle

Eastern Bluebirds Experience Impaired Hatching

Success in Conventionally Sprayed Apple Orchards - a

31-year study

Bill Read, President - Ontario Eastern Bluebird Society

Adventures in airport banding
Phil Roberts

Lunch and Birding Break (Catered at BSC - ~$15-20)

David Brewer’s Informative, Inquisitive, and
Infamous Bird Quiz - Part 1 David Brewer

Overwintering Migrants in Colombia
Pilar Caicedo Argiielles, University of Western Ontario

Stopover Biology of Migrants on Georgian Bay
Andrew Beauchamp, University of Western Ontario
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14:00 - 14:15 Coffee Break and Bucket Raffle

14:15 - 14:30 Mobilizing Motus — Maximizing Efficacy for
Conservation Science
Stu Mackenzie — Birds Canada

14:30 - 14:45 Bird Banding Office Update
Lesley Howes and company — Environment and Climate Change Canada
— Bird Banding Office

14:45 - 15:00 Coffee Break and Bucket Raffle

15:00 - 15:15 David Brewer’s Informative, Inquisitive, and Infamous
Bird Quiz - Part 2 David Brewer

15:15 - 15:30 Open Discussion: Challenges for Ontario Bird Banders
Bob Hall-Brooks and Bruce Murphy

15:30 - 16:00 Closing Remarks, Bucket Raffle Draw, End of AGM

16:00 - 20:00 Social at Birds Canada Headquarters
Pizza Dinner: 17:30 (~$15). BYOB

VIRTUAL OPTION: Register Here
LOCATION AND DETAILS:

The AGM will be held at the Birds Canada Headquarters at 115 Front Rd. in Port Rowan. There is
a registration fee of $10.00 for members, $15 for non-members. The event is filled with business
meetings, station reports and a short scientific program related to bird banding in Ontario.

Long Point Bird Observatory’s Old Cut Research Station (13 Old Cut Blvd., Long Point) will be
operating where members can hone their skills, and share information and knowledge with each
other. There are always a few surprises!

BUCKET RAFFLE: Asin previous years, a bucket raffle will be held. Any

member wishing to donate a prize should bring it to the meeting, or if they

prefer, contact any board member!
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ACCOMMODATIONS:

BED AND BREAKFASTS - ALL LISTED AT
http://www.bbcanada.com/bb search results.cfm?search general=port+rowan&x=0&y=0:

MOTELS: There are also a number of motels in nearby Tilsonburg, or Simcoe.

LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY—OLD CUT RESEARCH STATION:
There is also limited space available for $50/night. If you would like to stay at Old Cut
contact Ipbo@birdscanada.org

FOOD AND SOCIAL:

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH ARRANGEMENTS:

Coffee, tea, other beverages, muffins and donuts will be served throughout the day. There will be
a catered lunch (sandwich, wraps, salad) at Birds Canada, or you can do your own thing. The cost
will be around $15 and payable at registration.

EVENING SOCIAL / DINNER:

On the Saturday evening there will be an after-party social following the meeting. Pizza, salads,
and non-alcoholic beverages will be served between 17:30 and 18:30. The cost will be around $15
per person. Members and guests planning to attend are encouraged to BYOB.

IDENTIFICATION GUIDE TO NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS VOLUME 1.
SECOND EDITION. OBBA MEMBERS DISCOUNT!

Identification Guide to
North American Birds

Members in good standing at the OBBA
meeting can receive the new copy of
Pyle for $110! Regular Price ~ $130-140 with
shipping.

PART I

SECOND EDITION

Peter Pyle
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ON THE JOYS OF WINTER DUCK-BANDING
DAvVID BREWER

(Reprinted with permission from "A Centennial Celebration in Stories and Pictures" (The Hamilton
Field Naturalists' Club, 1919-2019))

For many years, an active bird-banding program was carried out at Mountsberg, by Martin Wernaart
and David Brewer. More exactly, Martin, as sub-permittee, did all the work, and David, the Master
Permit holder, got all the credit, an eminently satisfactory arrangement from this author's point of
view. It was a hugely productive operation, at its peak banding up to 15,000 birds a year, resulting in
several thousand long-distance recoveries. Additionally, a number of interesting records were added
to the Hamilton area; species like Harris's Sparrow, Summer Tanager, Dickcissel and Western
Sandpiper, all uncommon for Hamilton and extremely rare in Wellington County, were all caught at
Mountsberg.

A major part of our efforts centred around duck-banding, a very rewarding group of birds to band
because of encounters with hunters and retraps at other locations. Ducks are caught in large funnel-
traps baited with corn. Earlier in the fall, large numbers of Wood Ducks and Blue-winged Teal were
captured. Later on, more Mallards, diving ducks, and, of particular interest, Black Ducks. This was
one of the great advantages of the Mountsberg operation. At many stations, duck-banding has to
cease as soon as the hunting season opens, in late September. However, Mountsberg is a large
secure area, with no hunting permitted within a kilometre of the trapping sites. Consequently, we
were able to band right up until freeze-up, giving us access to a lot of the late-moving species which
were denied to other banding locations.

That was the good news. The bad news was that the comfortable days of warm water and Blue-
winged Teal were long over; banding involved much splashing around in ice-cold water. Ducks in a
trap do a lot of diving and flapping, flipping up water which instantly freezes on any object or person
that it hits. On occasion | would come to help Martin, to find him inside the trap, stuffing ducks into
sacks, his beard, hat and parka covered in ice. Late season duck-banding is not for the faint of heart.
Martin did, however, get his revenge. Working in quite deep water, we wore chest-waders, one pair
of which had a leak in one leg. By some peculiar coincidence, it was always me that got the leaky
waders. Standing in ice-cold water with leaking equipment while grabbing ducks can be quite a
stimulating experience. One feels the slow inexorable upward flow of frigid water getting steadily
higher and higher up one leg, until suddenly something truly dreadful happens, the full horror of
which will only be appreciated by 50% of my readers; with a sudden deadly "whoosh", the other leg
fills up, meantime causing what the US Air Force is wont to describe as "severe collateral damage".
But we still have a dozen ducks to grab, so we keep plugging on. And then of course the ducks still
have to be aged, sexed and banded. Ducks are, shall we say, colonicly profligate, indeed positively
generous with their donations, so at the end of the session we would finish up both frozen and well-
fertilised. | have no idea why we persisted in such masochistic activities, except that ducks are, in
contrast to small passerines, extremely rewarding to band, giving lots of long-distance recoveries!
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DAVID SHEPHERD — AN APPRECIATION

David Shepherd, a person who was for many years closely
involved in the bird observatory scene in Ontario, died in St John's,
Newfoundland, on October 14, 2022. He had been in declining
health for several years and was largely restricted to his house for
a considerable period before his death.

David was born in London, England, in 1943; both of his parents
were from south Wales, and David always regarded himself as
Welsh rather than English. He attended the same school as the author, and had many of the same
experiences as | did as a young birder and bander, about which | wrote a short article published in the
last OBBA newsletter, (OBBA Newsletter, Vol 67 - #1). This was a very fortunate occurrence, since the
school had a very vigorous bird-watching society, with an active bird-banding program; several of the
older students had banding ("ringing") permits and were happy to provide training. Fortuitously
David lived in a semi-rural area just south of Greater London, which was a great area for general
birding, with easy access to the coasts of south-eastern England. David started watching birds
seriously at around the age of eleven, got interested in banding shortly afterwards, trained at
Dungeness Bird Observatory under the instruction of the redoubtable Bert Axell, and had his own
permit by the age of eighteen. As a teenager, he organised several birding and banding expeditions to
such places as Tory Island, a remote Irish-speaking island off the coast of County Donegal, and Tarbat
Ness, in north-eastern Scotland. At this time, he even built a Heligoland trap in his back-yard! His
more ambitious ventures as a student included overland tours to Morocco (which established the
first proven breeding records in north-western Africa for three species, Gull-billed Tern, Savi's
Warbler and Reed Bunting), Arctic Norway and Finland.

In 1961 David obtained entrance to Gonville and Caius College, one of the premier colleges in the
University of Cambridge for science and medicine with a total of fourteen Nobel prizes to its credit,
where he read Natural Sciences, specialising in Biochemistry. His university career was stellar; he
obtained a very good class of Honours and in his final year was elevated to the rank of Minor Scholar
(a privilege which gave him a stipend of sixty pounds a year, accommodation of a slightly improved
level of comfort for Cambridge, with both hot and cold running water---a great rarity---and the
obligation to read a lengthy grace in Latin at the evening meal). He also rowed, very successfully, in
the College Eight, advancing his boat several places in the annual "Bumps" races on the River Cam.
After graduating in 1964 he went to Bristol University where he completed his PhD in one of the most
innovative Biochemistry schools in the UK. Bristol was fortuitously located for a birdwatcher, close to
the wildfowl areas of the Bristol Channel as well as the major banding station at Chew Valley
Reservoir. Here he participated in a long-term study of the local Acrocephalus warblers, resulting in
several publications.

After leaving Bristol, he worked for the Shell petroleum company, including several years in Holland.
He also spent one very interesting year in Oman, at that time an extraordinary backward medieval
dictatorship, with ample oil revenues (reputedly kept, in cash, in a wooden chest under the Sultan's
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bed), active slavery, no paved roads or hospitals and very few schools. This gave David the
opportunity to watch birds in an area of the world at that time rarely visited by outsiders.

David left Shell after a number of years and
returned to the UK, where he started up a
market gardening business in a scenic area on
the borders of England and Wales. During this
time, he visited Canada several times and
became entranced with Canadian birds,
especially our spring warblers (European
warblers come in three varieties; small, green
and confusing, small, grey and confusing and
small, brown and confusing). Consequently, he
came out in the spring of 1982 for a longer
stay, volunteering at Long Point. He was able
to turn this visit into permanent Canadian
residence, later leading to citizenship. This David Shepard (right) at Thunder Cape.

enabled him to serve in numerous capacities,

both paid and volunteer, over the course of the next dozen years. In 1983 he was warden and
bander-in-charge at the Tip station, when he added a new species to the Canadian checklist (Carolina
Chickadee; the previous year he had added Bewick's Wren to the Long Point list). He became
Migration Program Manager, while at the same time organising surveys in northern Ontario for the
Breeding Bird Atlas. He spent some time himself on field work in the north; one notable record
involved his observation in 1985 of fledgling Snow Buntings on West Pen Island, just short of the
Manitoba border on the shores of Hudson Bay, the only documented breeding record of this species
for Ontario to date. His numerous other contributions to Long Point and Bird Studies Canada included
starting Project Recovery, participating in the rebuilding of the Old Cut facility, the movement of the
LPBO headquarters from Backus House to St Williams, service on numerous advisory committees,
acting as editor of, and writing many articles for, the Long Point newsletter, and representing Long
Point on the Board of the Ontario Bird Banding Association. He continued to fill various positions on
the OBBA Board until the year 2000.

One of David's endearing features, and one which will be fondly remembered by many, was his
willingness to help up-and-coming birders and banders; he always went out of his way to help others
whose knowledge of Ontario birds was less encyclopaedic than his own.

In 1991 the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, realising that there were major gaps in our
knowledge of bird migration in the western end of the Province, encouraged the setting-up of a
Migration Monitoring station on Lake Superior. David and several others visited various sites in the
summer of that year. Largely as a result of David's recommendations, the chosen site was the tip of
Thunder Cape, and thus was TCBO founded. The first season was in 1992; David simultaneously ran a
banding and migration monitoring program, operating out of tents, while at the same time designing
and constructing the present Observatory buildings and two Heligoland traps. Thunder Cape very
rapidly showed its worth, and the wisdom of David's choice of site, proving to be a major
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concentration point for both spring and fall migrants, with a number of records unique for the
Province or for northern Ontario.

After running the Observatory for some years, David returned to Guelph with his wife Julie
Cappleman, starting their own business in high-quality furniture. David was not merely a very
competent carpenter; he was a true craftsman in wood, a cabinet-maker rather than a journeyman
carpenter. In fact, he came from a long line of Master Carpenters in the Shepherd family. (He was
also, incidentally, a gourmet chef; his Cog-au-Vin was the best | have ever tasted!).

David always found the muggy, stifling southern Ontario summers physically taxing, so in 2004 he and
Julie moved out to Newfoundland, settling in the small outpost of Portugal Cove South, about two
hours south of St John's, across the "Barrens". Here they bought a traditional "salt-box" house, a
couple of stone-throws from the shore, with views of whales and shearwaters from the upstairs
windows. David and Julie quickly became part of the Newfoundland birding scene as well as the local
community; Julie became Reserve Interpreter at the Mistaken Point fossil site, which became a World
Heritage Site during her tenure. Until ill-health started to impinge on his mobility, curtailing his
activities, David contributed many significant records to the Province.

David and Julie's hospitality was legendary, and whole droves of friends, acquaintances and bird-
watchers descended upon them, when David was always so glad to show them the highlights of the
local bird fauna. David and Julie more recently moved into the small town of Trepassey, further down
the Avalon Peninsula, where they bought a delightful house on a tidal inlet, with nesting Common
and Arctic Terns within earshot.

David was a great teacher to many and a warm and cheerful personality to everybody. His
contributions to the bird observatory scene and the study of migration in Ontario are a legacy we
mourn his loss.

/
/

Shepard standing on the old Tip Cabin
roof at the Tip of Long Point.

WINTER 2023 @ ISSN 1485-4893



Page |9
OBBA Newsletter

WHY BELONG TO THE OBBA?

1. Meet like-minded people who enjoy banding birds by providing a forum for
communication among Ontario banders.

2. Chance to share and compare the results of your banding efforts with others.

3. Receive a newsletter reporting on current banding activities and topics of interest to
banders.

4. Contribute to and receive the organization’s long running journal — Ontario Bird Banding
- that reports annually on the bird banding activities of its members and read articles on
banding techniques.

5. Take part in an annual general meeting where you can present, listen to, and meet guest
speakers and share your banding interests with other banders from across Ontario in a
pleasant social atmosphere.

6. Get opportunities to learn different banding techniques and share knowledge of
different issues and the latest trends in the banding world.

7. Have the chance to recognize extraordinary efforts of individuals through the Janette
Dean Award, or fund your research through the Wasserfall Award.

8. Benefit from the North American Banding Council’s network of activities, training
workshops and certification programs and connection to the Canadian Bird Banding
Office under the Canadian Wildlife Service.

9. Encourage mentorship, share enthusiasm, contribute to knowledge of bird banding and
take part in collaborative projects (such as Mourning Dove and Snow Bunting banding).

10. Most of all — have FUN while contributing to bird conservation science!

TO JOIN OR RENEW: Please fill out the renewal form or send the same information along
with payment to Barbara Campbell—barbcampbell52 AT gmail.com. A renewal form is at
the back of this newsletter or can be found on the OBBA website:

Join or Contact Us — Ontario Bird Banding Association (ontbanding.org)
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ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION (2022-23)

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

President

Immediate Past President

1st Vice President

2nd Vice President

3rd Vice President

Recording Secretary

Treasurer/
Membership Secretary

Directors at Large

Bob Hall-Brooks

Bruce Murphy

Ross Wood

Nancy Furber

David Okines

Bill Read

Barbara Campbell

Stu Mackenzie

Luis Alberto Villamil

Nick Bartok

Christine Madliger

bhall-brooks@cogeco.ca

Birdboy369@gmail.com

Ross.w.wood@gmail.com

oriskany.nf@gmail.com

David.okines@gmail.com

billreadsbooks@gmail.com

Barbcampbell52@gmail.com

smackenzie@birdscanada.org

avillamil@gmail.com

nickbartok@hotmail.com

madlige@uwindsor.ca

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS

Ontario Bird Banding Editor
Newsletter Editor
OBBA Rep. to LPBO
Bird Banding Office
Rep. To OBBA

WEB Master

OBBA Rep. To North American
Banding Council

David Okines and Luis Villamil

Luis Villiamil and David Okines

vacant

Lesley-Anne Howes

Barbara Ferris

Norm North

vacant

lesley.howes@canada.ca

finally@hay.net

north@execulink.com
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Ontario Bird Banding Association

CharitableRegistrationN0.873195960RR0001
www.ontbanding.org
https://www.facebook.com/OntarioBirdBanding/

2023 Membership Application or Renewal

Name:

Address:

City Prov:

Postal Code: Phone: ( ) -

Email:

NOTE: All correspondence with the OBBA will be electronic. If you wish to receive
a hard-copy of the materials, newsletter and/or journal, you must specify below.

O Please send me the Newsletter by regular mail
O Please send me the Journal by regular mail

Membership Category:

O Life Membership ($500)

O Individual / Family - Household ($25/$40)
O  Student ($15)
O Outside of Canada and United States—$10 mailing surcharge

Additional Donation: $ ,stax receipt issued if $10 or more.
Make cheque payable to: Ontario Bird Banding Association

RENEW ONLINE

Or mail to:

OBBA - 19 Harwood Lane
Kanata,ON K2K 1X7
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