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NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE OBBA EXECUTIVE

» New Members: Welcome to the following new member: Leo Douglas, Kingston, Jamaica!
» Thank you!: Thank you to Douglas Harding for his donation to the Ontario Bird Banding Association.

» 1996 Birdathon Revenue: The OBBA received a total of $160.13 from the Baillie Birdathon in 1996.
Thanks go to Roger Frost, the official OBBA Birdathoner. Thanks also to everyone who sponsored Roger.

» New Representative to LPBO Board: Bill Read has resigned as the OBBA Representative on the Long
Point Bird Observatory Board. The OBBA Board has appointed David Hussell to this position.

» AGM 1997: The 1997 Annual General Meeting of the Ontario Bird Banding Association will be held
on Saturday, 1 March 1997 at the Mountsberg Wildlife Centre, located just south of Highway 401 near
Guelph, Ontario. The venue for the AGM was changed due to the increased cost of renting a room at the
Royal Botanical Gardens. Full details will be included in the next newsletter.

» Next Newsletter: Please send material for the next newsletter by 15 January 1997 to: =
Audrey Heagy, c/o Long Point Bird Observatory, Box 160, Port Rowan, Ontario NOE 1MO0.

NOW IS THE TIME TO RENEW YOUR OBBA MEMBERSHIP FOR 1997

Happy New Year! It is time to renew your OBBA membership for another year. Please send the
enclosed OBBA membership renewal form to: Bob and Fran Hubert, 10 Paulson Court, St.
Thomas, Ontario N5R 1M9.

When you renew your membership, please take a few minutes to report on your 1996 banding
highlights or other short notes. These notes will be forwarded to the newsletter editor.

Banding totals (see enclosed sheet) and station reports for the OBBA Journal should be sent directly
to Bill Mcllveen, OBBA Journal Editor, RR #1, Acton, ON L7J 2L7.
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OBBA FALL BANDOUT

Another successful Fall Bandout was held at Mountsberg Conservation Area on 5 October 1996. The
weather cooperated beautifully — calm air and a light frost overnight gave way to a warm sunny day with
a light breeze. Over 20 people attended the bandout.

Banding took place in the "Sparrow Field", an area consisting of small fields planted with a variety of seed
crops to attract sparrows and other birds, interspersed with dense hedgerows. Both the Heligoland trap
and mist nets were used. A total of 98 birds of 15 species were banded during the morning.

Banding Totals, Mountsberg Bandout, 5 October 1996

White-throated Sparrow 31 Lincoln's Sparrow 3 Northern Cardinal 1
Song Sparrow 19  Nashville Warbler 3 Orange-crowned Warbler 1
White-crowned Sparrow 18  Gray Catbird 2 Ruby-crowned Kinglet i
American Goldfinch 11 "Myrtle" Warbler 2 Savannah Sparrow 1
Black-capped Chickadee 3 Indigo Bunting 1 Swamp Sparrow 1

Martin Wernaart provided a summary of banding totals for Mountsberg from 1 January 1996 to 4 October
1996. A total of 2504 individuals of 93 species were banded, including a diverse mix of waterfowl,
shorebirds, raptors and songbirds. The top ten species banded during this period were: American
Goldfinch (434), Canada Goose (428), Song Sparrow (295), Mallard (112), Common Grackle (94), Tree
Swallow (90), American Tree Sparrow (83), Ring-necked Duck (77), Common Redpoll (59), Black-capped
Chickadee (51).

Thanks to the Guelph Banding Group and Martin Wernaart of the Halton Region Conservation Authority
for hosting the OBBA Fall Bandout.

Grants Available for Bird Research Projects

The James L. Baillie Memorial Fund offers two types of grants: (1) for projects that involve
research or education or that contribute to the preservation of Canadian birds; and (2) for a special
5-year program (1993-1997) to initiate and support migration monitoring stations (bird observatories)
that monitor Canadian birds during their migrations. The Fund supports projects that involve
volunteers in education, research or data collection. Support of graduate student research projects is
not a priority. Individuals or organizations can apply. Grants range from $200 to $3,000 and
average about $1,000. Next deadline for applications is 26 January 1997.

For more information and application forms write to:
Secretary, James L. Baillie Memorial Fund, Bird Studies Canada, Box 160, Port Rowan,
Ontario NOE 1MO (Tel: 519-586-3531, email bsc@nornet.on.ca).
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PRINCE EDWARD POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY: 1996 SPRING MIGRATION SUMMARY
Eric A. Machell

In 1995 we opened the observatory April 22 and, based on the season’s results, arrived at the opinion that
a considerable number of early migrants had already passed through. So, this year we planned to start ten
days earlier, on April 12. It was a cool 6° C, the winds were light and southerly, the cloud cover was five
tenths and the visibility was excellent, when Brian Joyce, Jon Hornung and myself arrived at the banding
station late in the afternoon that day. We elected to do the census following the same route as last year, and
were immediately rewarded by the sighting of a Short-eared Ow! in the vicinity of the banding station.

Unfortunately the good weather of the 12th did not continue. We experienced heavy rain, and some snow
on the 13th and 14th; because of these conditions and flooded net lanes, it wasn't until April 18th that a
full day of banding was possible using mist nets. A comment in the log on April 16 reads "We have had
more rain in the last few days than experienced in the entire spring migration last year". In faci, the 18th
was one of the few days in April on which we did not report any precipitation. We recorded rain or snow
on 25 days during the period between April 13 and May 23. This consistent wet weather pattern, and the
resultant flooded net lanes, significantly affected the opportunity to use mist nets. This definitely had an
effect on our banding totals. However, during this period many birds were caught in the ground traps.

The first major migration movement occurred on April 19, with large numbers of Yellow-shafted Flickers
(150), Slate-colored Juncos (120), and Brown-headed Cowbirds (250). New arrivals on that day were
Horned Grebe, Merlin, Bonaparte's Gull, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Northern Rough-winged Swallow,
Cliff Swallow, Barn Swallow, Solitary Vireo, Western Palm Warbler, Rufous-sided Towhee, Swamp
Sparrow, and Rusty Blackbird. A total of 107 birds of 21 species were banded that day.

The next major movement occurred on May 10 and 11. Observations were limited on the 11th due to
persistent rain for most of the day. On the 10th, high counts included 250 White-throated Sparrows, 50
Evening Grosbeaks and 50 Myrtle Warblers. New arrivals that day included Veery, Gray Catbird,
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Magnolia Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, and Black-throated Blue Warbler.
On the 11th the first Blackburnian Warbler and American Redstart were recorded. Counts that day included
60 Myrtle Warblers, 100 Bobolinks, 150 Purple Finches, and 100 American Goldfinches. 155 birds were
banded on each of these two days. This was largely due to the use of ground traps on the 11th. 27 species
were banded on the 10th, and 17 on the 11th.

May 15th was another busy banding day with 151 birds of 38 species banded. New arrivals were
Red-headed Woodpecker, Swainson's Thrush, Tennessee Warbler, and Lincoln's Sparrow.

The peak migration period was between May 18 and May 21. At dawn on the 18th there was thunder in
the distance, and light rain falling at the point. The rain became heavy at 08:30, and at 09:00 there was
an incredible thunderstorm accompanied by torrential rain, and winds so strong the building was shaking.
I was the only bander that day, but did band 118 birds in 27.5 net hours. This was despite the late start,
and also having to close down for two hours at the peak due to a backlog of birds. There was an incredible
number of birds in the area after the storm, but with limited observers - my thanks to Bill Aitken and
Myrna Wood for their assistance - recorded estimated totals were almost definitely on the low side. On a
single net round in the afternoon 200 Magnolia Warblers, 50 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and 50 Baltimore
Orioles were present. On the 19th we had banded 146 birds by noon, at which time we closed the station
in order to participate in the annual Baillie Birdathon. As the retrap count for the day was only five birds,
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and given that observations of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and Baltimore Orioles were down to four and ten
respectively from their highs of the previous day, it is certain that there had been a new fall of birds
overnight. Also seen on the 19th were 23 species of warblers, including 100 Myrtle and 100 Magnolia
Warblers. Rarities that day were four Northern Parula, and single Blue-winged and 'Lawrence's' Warblers.

On May 20 a seasonal high of 94 species was recorded in the area. There was a large movement of Blue
Jays with an estimated total of 700, of which 61 were banded. An additional 61 Blue Jays were banded the
following day, and 250 were estimated to be present. 90 species were recorded on May 21, however
individual counts were lower than on the previous three days. After May 21 the numbers of species
declined to approximately 50 to 60 species per day to the end of the month.

Dave Shirley and I closed the station on May 31, and despite the shortened day managed to band 43 birds
to take the spring total to above 2500.

In summary, the station was open continuously for a total of 50 days. 26 people participated in the
program, for a total of 154 people days. In addition there were many visitors at the station, including four
educational tours of school groups.

In the Cedar Woods census area 164 species, plus two hybrids were observed. A total of 2518 birds of 91
species plus one hybrid were banded. The top ten species banded were Blue Jay (381); Brown-headed
Cowbird (203); White-throated Sparrow (162); Ruby-crowned Kinglet (142); Myrtle Warbler (121);
Slate-colored Junco (107); Magnolia Warbler (90); Purple Finch (82); Song Sparrow (70); Yellow Warbler
(57). [Note: in the spring of 1995, 140 species and one hybrid were observed, and 1716 birds of 89
species and one hybrid were banded.]

SIGHTING HIGHLIGHTS

American Bittern: One April 15 (EAM)

Little Gull: Nine April 21 (RF)

Red-bellied Woodpecker: One April 19 (RF) and one May 17 (EAM) - both banded
Flicker Intergrade: Two April 19 (RF) - both banded

Eurasian Wigeon: One April 25 (EAM)

Peregrine Falcon: One May 13 (EAM)

Iceland Gull: One May 18 (EAM)

Short-eared Owl: One April 12 (JPH, BJJ, EAM) and one May 16 (RF, EAM, mobs)
Black-billed Magpie: One May 06 (EAM, DS, MW)

Yellow-throated Vireo: One May 17 (EAM) - banded

Blue-winged Warbler: One May 18 - 19 (MTJ, EAM) - banded; One May 20 (RF, EK); two May 21 (RF,
MT]J, EK)

'Lawrence's Warbler': One May 18 - 19 (MTJ, EAM, mobs)

Northern Parula: One May 18 (EAM) - banded; four May 19 (MTJ, EAM) - banded; one May 20 (RF,
EK)

Common Redpoll: Two April 20 (RF); one May 08 (EAM, NL, LN, DS); one May 11 (DB, EAM)

Observers: many observers (mobs); David Brewer (DB); Roger Frost (RF); Jon Hornung (JPH); Marc
Johnson (MTJ); Brian Joyce (BJJ); Elizabeth Kellog (EK): Nadine Litwin (NL); Eric Machell (EAM);
Laura Nagel (LN); David Shirley (DS); Myrna Wood (MW).
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THANKS TO PARTICIPANTS

Many thanks to all the people who helped to make the 1996 spring season a success. To Brian Joyce for
continuing to take the initiative in making the necessary arrangements with CWS, contacting the volunteers,
arranging school groups, and seeking funding for the project. To Roger Frost and Elizabeth Kellogg who
assumed the banding responsibilities on days when I was away from the station. Finally to all the
volunteers, and particularly those who on many days put up with atrocious weather in order to ensure a
successful program. They were:-

40 days: Eric Machell

10-15 days: Jon Hornung, Roger Frost, Marc Johnson, Dave Shirley

3-9 days: Brian Joyce, Mike Enright, Cara Hunter, Colin Jeffrey, Ron Jeffrey, Sebastian Amodeo, Mike
Bibby, Elizabeth Kellogg, Nadine Litwin, Laura Nagel

1- 2 days: Rob Argue, Dave Brewer, Sarah Climenhaga, Adrian Greenwood, Carl Rothfels, Kara Spence,
Damian Thomas, Bill Aitken, Chris Drummond, Chris Greenwood, Myrna Wood.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the following.

To FRIENDS of the ENVIRONMENT Foundation supported by Canada Trust and its Customers; to the
QUINTE FIELD NATURALISTS; and to other individuals who provided financial support.

To the Canadian Wildlife Service, particularly to Jeff Robinson for permission to use their facilities again
this year. Also to Roxie Lancaster for all his help, and his perseverance and endurance in fixing the pump.

To Ron Weir and the Kingston Field Naturalists for loan of mist nets and poles.

1-800-327-BAND L

The Canadian Bird Banding Office and United Stated Bird Banding Laboratory have established a toll-free
telephone number for reporting bird bands. This number can be used by anyone in Canada, the United
States and most of the Caribbean to report a bird band. It is hoped that this toll-free number will increase
band reporting rates and complete reports. The 1-800 number is only for reporting bands, not for calling
the Banding Office staff about other issues.

Initial results from a 1995 trial where equal numbers of Mallards were banded with bands bearing the 1-
800 number versus bands bearing a conventional reporting address suggest that the 1-800 number prompts
significantly more reports from the public. In the near future, 1-800 bands will be available for all game
and non-game birds that take the larger band sizes.

Volunteers Needed: John Miles is looking for volunteers to help with the spring migration
monitoring project at Selkirk Provincial Park (north shore of Lake Erie, east of Port Dover). Call

John Miles at (519)-587-5223 if you are interested in volunteering or would like more information.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

» OBBA Annual General Meeting: 1 March 1997, Mountsberg Wildlife Centre, Mountsberg, ON.

» EBBA Annual Meeting: 11-13 April 1997, Kiptopeke, Virginia.

OBBA SCHEDULE OF EVENTS, 1997

February 1997
1 March 1997
June 1997
September 1997
October 1997
December 1997

Newsletter 42(1)

Annual General Meeting
Newsletter 42(2)
Newsletter 42(3)

Fall Band-out
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Ontario Bird Banding Association
Board of Directors — 1996

President

Eric Machell, Box 2,
Delhi, ON N4B 2W8

(519)-582-4738

Past President

Martin K. McNicholl, 4735 Canada Way,
Burnaby, BC V5G 2L3

(604)-294-2072

Ist Vice President

David Shepherd, 285 Paisley Rd,
Guelph, ON NIH 2P8

(519)-763-6936

2nd Vice President

Roger Frost, 14 Durham Street,
Port Hope, ON L1A 1G7

(905)-885-9615

Recording Secretary

Elizabeth Kellogg, 14 Durham Street,
Port Hope, ON L1A 1G7

(905)-885-9615

Treasurer/
Membership Secretary

Bob & Fran Hubert, 10 Paulson Court,
St. Thomas, ON N5R 1M9

(519)-631-2631

hubert@jupiter.execulink.com

Directors at Large

Dave Brewer, RR # 1,
Puslinch, ON NOB 2J0

(519)-763-0997

Lucie Métras, Bird Banding Office, CWS
100 Gamelin Boulevard, Hull, QC K1A 0H3

(819)-997-4213

John Miles, Box 449,
Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0

(519)-587-5223

Paul Prior, 174 Broadway Avenue,
Toronto, ON M4P 1V9

(416)-488-3984

OBBA Rep. to LPBO

David Hussell, 34 Carr Place,
Kanata, ON K2K 1K7

(613)-592-0616

Journal Editor

Bill Mcllveen, R.R. # 1,
Acton, ON L712L7

(519)-853-3948

Newsletter Editor

Audrey Heagy, c/o LPBO, Box 160
Port Rowan, ON NOE 1MO0

(519)-586-3531

iba@nornet.on.ca
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