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BY PORTABLE TOILET ACROSS CENTRAL ASIA or
HOW | BANDED 1000 BIRDS IN A DAY

David Brewer

S pirds migrating through Cntaric encounter the
bgcographic barrier of the Great Lakes, a physical
constraint which results in spectacular concentrations
at locations like Long Point, Hawk Cliff and Thunder
Cape. In central Asia the barriers to migration are even
more formidable—the towering mountain ranges of
the Tien Shan, Pamirs and Hindu Kush. Birds seeking
to escape the savage Siberian winter have only a few
choices of route, and huge concentrations of migrants
can be found at favorable locations. One of these is
near the village of Chokpak, in the foothills of the
Tien Shan Mountains of Kazakhstan, which 1 had the
good fortune to visit for a week this fall.

Chokpak is situated about 600 km west of Almaty, the
capital of Kazakhstan. Almaty can be reached by
Aeroflot, the former Soviet monopoly airline famous
for dubious schedules inedible food, standing passen-
gers on overbooked
flights and spectacular
crashes; although in
honesty I have to say
things have improved
dramatically over the
years that I have been
travelling in the former
Soviet Union. Come
what may, this Septem-
ber I found myself at Almaty airport, being met by two
colleagues, Roman Yashchenko and Victoria Kovshar,
from the Zoological Institute of the Kazakh Academy
of Sciences. We spent a superb day in the mountains
near Almaty, where we found Blue Whistling-
Thrushes, Red-fronted Serins and the one species I
wanted to see above all others, the Brown Dipper.

That night we set off for Chokpak in an overnight bus
that I watched draw up, in a thick cloud of greasy

black smoke, with some misgivings; these were

(Continued on page 2)

FALL BAND-OUT SUCCESS

Ernie Rogers

Four nets and the Heligoland trap were opened
at 7:30 a.m. on October 4. The sun and a light
wind soon cleared the early-morning mist and by the
time a group of about twenty people arrived from the
Pickering Naturalists’ Club, the operation was in full
swing. Audrey Heagy, Bill Mcllveen, Ernie Rogers,
Lorna Machell, Martin Wernaart and Terri Groh kept
Eric Machell and Dave Shepherd supplied with plenty
of birds to band while Cathy Rogers scribed. Dave
Brewer entertained and informed the visitors by giving
them a much-appreciated opportunity to see the birds
up close. Bill Read and Audrey gave a hand with the
banding later and Audrey also scribed. Terri had

prepared cider and muffins and the proceeds of their

(Continued on page 3)
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(CENTRAL ASIA—Continued from page 1)

demonstrably justified as the vehicle expired spectacu-
larly and catastrophically at two o’clock the following
morning, leaving us stranded in the middle of
nowhere (and nowhere is quite as much nowhere as a
deserted road in the middle of Kazakhstan at two in
the morning). Fortunately the following day we man-
aged to hitchhike the remaining 300 km in an army
truck loaded with portable toilets, which took us all
the way to Chokpak.

Chokpak is situated in rolling hills lying under the
shadow of the Tien Shan mountain range, a massive
chain rising 15 000 feet and stretching several hundred
miles. In both spring and fall massive migrations of
many species skirt the mountains, passing through the
Chokpak region. For more than thirty years a banding
station has operated at Chokpak and in adjacent areas.

PR

The main catching method used at Chokpak are
Heligoland traps, but traps very different from the

kind that we use at Mountsberg or Long Point.
Instead of catching resting migrants in vegetation, the
Chokpak traps (three in number) actually intercept
diurnal migrants as they fly low over the bare hillsides.
Each trap consists of a massive funnel of string
netting, raised by heavy nylon ropes between perma-
nent metal pylons, each 10 metres high and 20 metres
apart, the whole funnel, about 50 metres long, ending
in a catching-box with portable boxes underneath. The
trap is not driven, but instead the birds are allowed to
find their own way in. At intervals the boxes are
removed and taken back to the banding station for
processing, new boxes being left in their place. Under
suitable weather conditions—best of all, a gentle
headwind—large flocks of birds move past all day,
often only a few feet above the ground, which is rocky
and grass-covered.

The day after I arrived was just such a day. The
previous night had been quiet and brilliantly starry, the
Milky Way hanging so low over our heads that it
seemed possible to jump up and grab it in handfuls.

-

Throughout the night the sky vibrated with the trilling
calls of thousands of migrating Demoiselle Cranes on
their way to India; but by dawn the wind had moved
to a gentle westerly. After a quick intake of tea and
kasha, a coarse porridge to which I became addicted
over the next few days, we manned the traps. We did
not have long to wait.

Within minutes, flocks of Yellow Wagtails came skim-
ming over the hillsides, and we suddenly found our-
selves with more than a hundred, all of which had to
be separated into the different subspecies present and
banded. Scarcely had we accomplished this when
flocks of Bee-eaters appeared, and soon we had four
boxes full of this truly spectacular bird—mostly the
European Bee-eater, but with a few examples of the
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater. In the week that I worked at
Chokpak I handled more than 500 Bee-eaters. Migra-
tion continued unabated throughout the day—more
Wagtails, more Bee-eaters, from time to time great
flocks of swallows, Barn, Red-rumped, and Bank (the
last of three different races which had to be differenti-
ated and sorted), and a regular scattering of other
species—Golden  Orioles, European Rollers,
Hoopoes, Red-tailed Shrikes, Magpies and several
species of doves. All of this involved running up and
down hillsides, carrying boxes full of birds downhill
and replacement boxes uphill. With some relief I
watched the sun disappear behind the western hills so
that (apart from a last frantic flurry of wagtails) we
were able to troop down to camp and supper. Total
for the day, about 1050 birds.

The following days followed much the same pattern,
though since the wind was easterly (i.e. following) the
birds tended to fly higher and miss the traps. Never-
theless each day produced a constant stream of birds
including many raptors. Without the necessity of using
lure-birds the traps caught a steady selection of
Eurasian and Lesser Kestrels, Hobbies, Montagu’s
and Marsh Harriers, Eurasian Sparrowhawks, Black
Kites, Buzzards and Oriental Honey-buzzards. I was
rather relieved to see Steppe Eagle and Eurasian Black
Vulture—the latter not the wimpy little Black Vulture
of the southern U.S., but one of the biggest birds of
prey in the world, almost 10 feet across the wings—
miss the traps.

The method of trapping focuses on diurnal migrants,
and since the traps are on bare hillsides many small
passerines are under-represented. On quieter days mist
nets are used in the bushes surrounding the camp, and

(Continued on page 3)
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(CENTRAL ASIA—Continued from page 2)

these produced a different spectrum of species—
Booted, Barred, Paddyfield and Blyth’s Reed War-
blers, Lesser and Common Whitethroats, Spotted Fly-
catchers and a few local residents like the superb
Turkestan Tit.

During my week at Chokpak I banded many species
for the first time, some of which I had never handled
before. The total banded during my stay was some-
what over 3000 birds, although it is not uncommon
for the station to handle such a total in a single day,

and on one legendary day in May some years ago,
14 000 birds were banded.

The Chokpak station has, over the years, produced an
enormous wealth of information and large numbers of
publications in the scientific literature. However, the
continued existence of the station and its work is very
much in jeopardy. With the collapse of the Soviet
Union many scientific ventures, formerly funded by
the state, are now without support. To further compli-
cate matters, Chokpak is located in the now-
independent republic of Kazakhstan, and the bands
are supplied by Moscow, which is now demanding
payment for something previously supplied free. If the
work at Chokpak is to continue, some source of
funding from outside the former Soviet Union will be
essential. The sums involved are not great; the four
permanent staff at the station (who, I might add, were
immensely hospitable to their Canadian visitor) work
for a pittance, and even that frequently goes unpaid. I
will return to this subject in an article in the next
Newsletter.

(BAND-OUT—Continued from page 1)
sale will be used by the banding group to go towards
new equipment.

Photo: Emie Rogers

Everyone agreed it had been a most enjoyable morn-
ing with 103 birds banded, 14 species, and 17 retraps.

Blue Jay 1
White-crowned Sparrow 1
White-throated Sparrow 4
Slate-colored Junco 6
Song Sparrow 7
Lincoln’s Sparrow 4
Swamp Sparrow 8
Fox Sparrow 2
Cedar Waxwing 1
Orange-crowned Warbler 2
Myrtle Warbler 4
Common Yellowthroat 1
Black-capped Chickadee 3
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 6

Thanks to the Guelph Banding Group and Martin
Wernaart of the Mountsberg Wildlife Center for host-
ing the event and to all who turned up to help make it
such a success.

Photo: Emie Rogers
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THE BAILLIE MEMORIAL FUND

Do you have plans for an individual or club project
on birds that needs some extra funding? The
James L. Baillie Memorial Fund may be able to help.
The Fund offers two types of grants: (1) for projects
that involve research or education or that contribute to
the preservation of Canadian birds; or (2) for a special
5-year program (1994-1998) to initiate and support
migration monitoring stations (bird observatories) that
monitor Canadian landbirds during their migrations.
The Fund supports projects that involve volunteers in
education, research or data collection. Support of
graduate student research projects is not a priority.
Individuals or organizations can apply. Grants range
from $200 to $3,000 and average about $1,000. Next
deadline for applications is 26 January 1998.
For more information and application forms write to:

Secretary, James L. Baillie Memorial Fund,

Bird Studies Canada,

Box 160, Port Rowan,

Ontario NOE 1MO

(Tel:519-586-3531, email bsc@nomet.on.ca)

BANDING HIGHLIGHTS

Holiday Beach

e 2 November 1997 was a big day at the Marsh
banding station. Steve Dickson netted and banded
a beautiful immature male Golden Eagle with a
wing span of six feet eight inches. This was a
second Golden Eagle for Steve. On the three
previous days, a total of 118 Red-tailed Hawks
were banded.

Selkirk

e A female Black-throated Blue Warbler was
banded at Selkirk Provincial Park, band no. 2390-
31417, on 19 May 1997 and recovered on
September 15 at Cheektowaga, New York.

Long Point

e A Northern Saw-whet Owl banded at Old Cut on
9 November 1997 was netted on November 10 at
The Tip, about 28 km away.

e A White-throated Sparrow banded by Paolo Viola
at Old Cut, band no. 1461-06627, on 30 Aprl 1997
retumned to Old Cut and was caught again by Paoclo
on November 11.

® A tardy Mouming Warbler was mist-netted and
banded at Old Cut on 11 November 1997.

NETMINDING — A TIP
David Shepherd

f any of you fellow banders are fed up with mist net

side strings coming undone or breaking, and shelf
string loops fraying (especially on those flimsy nylon
nets), the chances are you have rusty mist net poles or
aren’t using a furling pole or “pusherupanddowner”
—or both. These are very simple gadgets, but have a
number of uses.
Those of us old enough to remember those high
windows that hinged down and in, will recall the sash
hooks that were used to open and close them. They
were excellent as furling poles but, alas, have gone the
way of the Dodo. A functional replacement may
however be easily constructed by cutting two flats on
the end of a broom handle and screwing a coat hook
on either side, mounted in opposing directions (see
This device eliminates
any strain on side strings
when used to push or
pull shelf strings up and
down a pole. Fraying of
loops may be reduced by
pushing the furling pole
through the loop and
forcing it behind the mist
net pole before raising or
lowering the shelf string,
thus removing much of
the friction on the loop
as it slides.

The furling pole may also be hung over the top shelf
string to hold it down while extracting a high bird
single handed. It also makes an excellent bush
thwacker, and for those banders who either don’t carry
binoculars (shame!) or prefer not to hang bird bags
over the eyepieces (that’s what they’re really for), you
can hang the bags on the pole and carry it over your
shoulder, 4 /z Dick Whittington.

Enjoy (and save your ever more expensive nets)!

A Furling Pole

-

OBBA Journal should be sent on the enclosed form
directlyto: Gk e i
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PRINCE EDWARD POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY:
1997 SPRING MIGR ATION HIGHLIGHTS

Eric A. Machell

ABSTRACT

he bird observatory at Prince Edward Point was

in operation during the spring migration for the
third successive year. In 1997 the station opened on
the weekend of April 13-14 and closed May 31.

GENERAL REPORT

There was a small movement of migrants on April 16.
Recorded that day were good numbers of Brown
Creepers and Golden-crowned Kinglets, along with
the first Hermit Thrush, Eastern Towhee, Purple
Finch and Field, Fox, Swamp and White-throated
Sparrows.

The next sizable movement occurred on April 22 with
fair numbers of both Golden-crowned and Ruby-
crowned Kinglets, Hermit Thrushes, Slate-colored
Juncos and Brown-headed Cowbirds.

April 30 brought another fall of early migrants. Both
species of Kinglets, Hermit Thrushes and White-
throated Sparrows were the predominant species. The
weather this day was warm with F2 SW winds.

In general, the weather in April was fairly good; there
was much less rain than last year, and winds were light
on most days, thus allowing for more net hours than
were possible in 1996. This was reflected in our
banding totals for April—954 birds banded in 1997 vs
625 in 1996.

Unfortunately, the good weather of April did not
continue into May. May 1 brought heavy rain, and a
thunderstorm at 06:00, accompanied by winds which
increased in force to 100 km/h in the late afternoon
and early evening after shifting to the NW. However,
the winds, although remaining north-westerly, had
dropped to F3 by 08:30 on May 2, and surprisingly, a
full day's banding was possible. There was a good fall
of White-throated Sparrows, with 38 banded. The
first House Wren, Solitary Vireo, Nashville Warbler
and Black-and-White Warbler of the year were also
banded that day.

The next fall of any significance did not occur until
May 12, although heavy rain curtailed activities until
13:00, when we set 11 nets and banded for five hours
during which time we banded 120 birds of 29 species,
followed by 160 birds of 31 species on May 13, and
128 birds of 32 species on May 14. New arrivals on
these dates were: May 12—Ruby-throated Humming-
bird, Great-crested Flycatcher, Wood Thrush, Yellow

Warbler and Baltimore Oriole; May 13—Warbling
Vireo, Magnolia Warbler and American Redstart; May
14—Cape May Warbler. However, the majority of the
birds were "late" early migrants, with large numbers of
Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Myrtle Warblers, Chipping
Sparrows and White-throated Sparrows.

For the next several days winds were generally west-
erly or north-westerly, temperatures remained cool,
and the numbers of birds recorded were low. The
wind became southerly May 23 at noon, and on May
24 there was an incredible movement of song birds
throughout the area. We banded 313 birds of 47
species, including 19 species of warblers. It was very
much a heads down netting and banding day. Magno-
lia Warblers headed the list with 74 banded, and an
estimated total of 500 present. Other high numbers
were Nashville Warbler (34 banded and 175 esu-
mated); Wilson's Warbler (18 banded and 160 esti-
mated); American Redstart (17 banded and 150 esti-
mated), Yellow Warbler (16 banded and 100 est-
mated); and Chestnut-sided Warbler (16 banded, 100
estimated). Other notable species were Least Fly-
catcher (estimate 50) and Swainsons Thrush (estimate
150). All in all it was a truly amazing day.

This movement continued during the week, with re-
duced but stll significant numbers of migrants, partic-
ularly warblers. In eight days a total of 1004 birds
were banded.

The station closed on May 31 after another good day
of banding and observations. Eighteen species of
warblers were banded that day including a Blue-
winged Warbler, a Connecticut Warbler, 11 Canada
Warblers and 8 Mourning Warblers. Also banded
were 3 "late" early migrants—Brown Creeper, White-
throated Sparrow and Hermit Thrush. Certainly an

indication of a delayed migration season.

(Continued on page 7)

CAUTION WHEN AGING BY
TAIL SHAPE

Eric A. Machell

hilst banding at Prince Edward Point on 28

May 1997 I captured a male Common Yel-
lowthroat which at some time previous to that date
had lost all six of its left retrices. The replacement
feathers were two-thirds grown, and were quite
truncated as opposed to the pointed right retrices.
(Continued on page 8)
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LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY AND BIR D STUDIES CANADA

David Hussell

have represented OBBA on the LPBO Board since

December 1, 1996. During the past year, the Board has
been absorbed in its drive to transform LPBO into a new
national organization and rename it Bird Studies
Canada. There is no space here to go into details of the
reasons and rationalizations behind this move, which
would change the corporate name of North America's
first and Canada's leading bird observatory after more
than 30 years. Nor can I discuss all of the ramifications
of the proposed new constitution. However, I will attempt
a brief summary.

LPBO was originally formed in 1960 as a project of
OBBA. I chaired the committee that ran it. In 1967 it
became independent as a not-for-profit corporation under
the Ontario Corporations Act. 1 was one of the three
founding directors. LPBO's primary aim was to bring
together amateurs and professionals in the study of bird
migration and other aspects of ornithology and natural
history at Long Point. In 1974 1 became LPBO's first
Executive Director, a position I held until 1982. Later, I
was a member and Chair of the Board. Thus, I am fully
aware of the past history of LPBO and of OBBA's
relationship to it.

As many of you know, LPBO has one of the most
productive banding programs on the continent and has
been a leader in developing “migration monitoring” as a
method for tracking changes in bird populations. Over
the years, LPBO has expanded into other areas such as
Project Feeder Watch, the Canadian Lakes Loon Survey
and the Important Bird Areas Program. Two years ago
LPBO's national and international programs were put
together under the BSC banner and LPBO started
publishing a BSC newsletter called Birdwatch Canada.
At the same time, the central role of the bird observatory
in the organization has declined. Although migration
monitoring and banding have continued and improved in
operational efficiency, the bird observatory budget now
amounts to only about 15 percent of the total. More
worrying is the fact that the output of high quality
ornithological research publications from the bird obser-
vatory program has also declined.

The current Board now wants to change LPBO's name
and constitutional mandate to recognize the reality that
has developed: other programs have become the primary
focus of the organization in place of bird observatory
activities.

For many years there has been a desire among Canadian
ornithologists to have a national organization specializ-

ing in volunteer bird projects and perhaps having a
special role in coordinating and supporting a network of
bird observatories across Canada. Long Point Bird Obser-
vatory is the obvious vehicle to launch such an organiza-
tion. 1 supported the early moves to create BSC and
served for two years as Secretary of the BSC Council (a
committee of the LPBO Board). However, at that stage it
appeared that LPBO was indeed to be the vehicle to form
BSC, and that BSC would be a distinct entity potentially
with its own membership. There was no plan then for
BSC to absorb its parent, as is proposed now by the
LPBO Board.

A close reading of the proposed constitutional documents
shows that they really amount to changing LPBO into
“LPBO under another name”. As such, it is difficult to
regard the proposal as anything other than an unsatisfac-
tory interim arrangement. In my view, it does not meet
the long-term needs of either BSC or the bird observa-
tory. If accepted, other changes will have to be made
later.

Those of you who are LPBO members will soon receive
notice of a special meeting of members. You will be
asked to vote on two resolutions. To pass, a two-thirds
majority of members voting will have to be in favour of
the resolutions.

The first resolution will likely request authorization to
change the name of the corporation from Long Point Bird
Observatory to Bird Studies Canada and to significantly
broaden the national and international objectives of the
organization. If you want LPBO to change its name to
BSC and widen its constitutional objectives, then you
should vote in favour of this resolution. If you don't want
the name and focus of LPBO to change, you should vote
against this resolution.

The second resolution will seek approval of By-law No.1,
which will form the basic operating rules of the corpora-
tion, replacing the current LPBO Constitution. Although
this By-Law involves many changes from the present
Constitution, for the most part they are not as significant
as those covered by the first resolution. One important
change for OBBA members however, is that there will
no longer be an OBBA representative on the Board after
the 1998 annual general meeting. If you believe that
OBBA should continue to be represented on the new BSC
Board you should vote against the second resolution. If
you don't think it matters, base your decision on other
aspects of the By-law.

Another important effect of the two resolutions is that
LPBO members will become BSC members. The Board
(Continued on page 9)
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(PRINCE EDWARD POINT—Continued from page 5)

The following table lists the top 10 species banded in 1997, with corresponding figures for the years 1995 and 1996.

TOP 10 SPECIES BANDED IN 1997
FPECIES 1997 1996 1995 TOTAL]|
[Ruby-crowned Kinglet 272 142 259 673
|Brown-headed Cowbird 263 203 93 559
[White-throated Sparrow 195 162 76 433
Magnolia Warbler 194 90 61| 345
Yeliow Warbier 103 57 48 208
IChipping Sparrow 94 45 19 158
{Hermit Thrush 93 34 33 160]
ashville Warbler 92 31 19 142
Slate-colored Junco 91 107 23 221
[American Goldfinch 86 4 112 242
Golden-crowned Kinglet 86 39 24 149
SIGHTING HIGHLIGHTS

Red-throated Loon:
American Bittern:
Black Vulture:
Black-billed Cuckoo:
Black-billed Magpie:
Common Raven:
Yellow-throated Vireo:
Blue-winged Warbler:

One April 15 (J], EAM), one April 24 (EAM)

One April 17 (J], LS)

One May 22 (MD, EAM, LAM, JO, LP, LS)

One May 28, (MD, EAM), banded

One April (B]], EK, ML)

One April 16 (J]); one May 31 (JE, EAM & RW)

One May 30, (MD, EAM), banded

One May 24 (B]], EAM, LAM, LS), banded; one May 28 (MD, EAM),
and one May 31, (B]], EAM, WW), banded

Golden-winged Warbler: One May 24, (B]], EAM, LAM, LS), banded;

one May 27 (MD, EAM, LS), banded; one May 28 (MD, EAM)
Northern Parula: One May 26 (MD, EAM, LS), banded
Pine Warbler: One April 22 (EAM, LS); one April 30 (EAM, JO), banded

Connecticut Warbler:

One May 31 (EAM), banded

(Continued on page 8)
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(PRINCE EDWARD POINT—Continued from page 7)

BSERVERS

Marlene Duda (MD), Joel Ellis (JE), Jason Jones (J]),
Brian Joyce (BJ]J), Elizabeth Kellogg (EK), Mark Lowe
(ML), Eric Machell (EAM), Lorna Machell (LAM),
Jackie Oblak (JO), Lloyd Paul (LP), Laura Santry (LS),
Wendy Warren (WW), Ron Weir (RW).

MMARY

The station opened on April 13 and closed May 31,
1997. Nineteen people actively participated in the
operation during the season, for a total of 132 people-
days. In addition there were many visitors at the
station.

In the census area of the Cedar Woods 151 species
were observed and 2937 birds of 91 species were
banded; bringing the three year total to 7171 birds
banded of 105 species, plus 1 hybrd.

(TAIL SHAPE—Continued from page 5)

In this case, because of the different lengths of the
two halves of the tail, one’s attention was drawn to the
relative difference in shape.

A point I would make, which may be a case of
personal preference, is that I find it easier to see the
shape of the retrices when one’s hand is turned over.
and the underside of the bird's tail is viewed.

SIALK THE TUBES ! —
PREVENT BLUEBIR D DEATHS

‘x J ay back in 1990 a very conscientious supplier of
protective plastic tubes for tree seedlings
sought the advice of Jack Finch, a North American
Bluebird Society (NABS) member from North Car-
olina. Dead bluebirds were being reported in Tubex®
treeshelters —translucent plastic tubes placed around
young tree and plant seedlings. Working with Jack, the
company (now called Treessentials®) devised a flex-
ible, photo-degradable mesh that fitted on the top of
the tubes.
Sadie Dorber, then President of NABS, was visited in
New York by the president of Tubex®, a St. Paul,
MN, company. She was delighted to find a company
so caring and so willing to cooperate. She wrote of the

collaboration in the Presidential Points Column of
Sialia (Spring 1991, Vol. 13, No.2).

Carrol Henderson, Minnesota's Nongame Supervisor,
alerted to similar finding of dead bluebirds on tree
farms in southern Minnesota, also contacted the Blue-
bird Recovery Program of Minnesota at about the
same time. We found the Tubex® company was not
only going to supply, without extra charge, mesh caps
with all its orders for tubes 2 feet or more high; it also
was offering them gratis to all past customers, along
with a set of instructions for proper installation. End
of a great success story? Unfortunately, not quite.

Many tree farmers and especially government Forestry
Departments are frequently not using the mesh caps.
Perhaps hindered by lack of manpower, they also do
not check the tubes regularly as recommended. (Not
only do the tubes sometimes get tilted over, dead birds
may kill the little sapling). A recent 1996 report from
longtime bluebirder Lu Gardner of Algana, Towa
comes on top of several reports we have gotten in the
past few years of dead birds in tree shelters:

“Last year the D.N.R. took over my bluebird area and planted
2000 trees placing plastic tubes around them (to remain for
2 years). My first pair of bluebirds disappeared shortly after
arrival last year. This year the first pair of bluebirds to arrive
also disappeared. Sadly we found them, along with finches and
kingbirds, dead in those tree tubes. I notified the D.N.R. at
once and they admitted the company that produced these tubes
know they are a death trap for smaller birds. 1 hate to think
how many other birds have met the same fate in these tubes.
They seemed to think the birds were looking for a nesting place,
but 1 rather think they were looking for insects. The tube
provides a good spot 1o perch, and an insect on the small tree
inside would be tempting, only to collapse and the bird cannot
escape. The tubes are 3 feet tall and 3—4 inches wide.”

What Lou Gardner was not told is that they could
easily have used the mesh top.

Treessentials® not only sends out mesh caps with
instructions; as of September 25, 1996, they will also
include a warning about bird deaths. Ann Auer of the
Indiana Bluebird Society contacted TreePro® of
Lafayette, IN. TreePro® will now regularly include
mesh caps and are willing to include a similar warning
about uncapped tubes. There may be other producers
of similar plastic tree shelters.

This shortened article was reprinted from the
1996 Fall Newsletter of the Ontario Eastern Blue-
bird Society with the kind permission of Bill
Read. It was originally published in Bluebird
News 8,4 (October 1996) by the Bluebird Recovery
Program, Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis. For
further information write to P.O Box 3801,
Minneapolis, MN 55403 — Editor
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(LONG POINT—Continued from page 6)

has the power to form classes of members but there is no
indication that they have any intention of creating a class
of voting members associated with the bird observatory.
As BSC expands and creates its own membership base,
members with interests primarily in the bird observatory
will soon become a small minority of the BSC member-
ship and will have correspondingly small influence.

If the members vote against one or both of these resolu-
tions, will that impede the growth and development of
BSC? The answer is no. LPBO can form a BSC program
component within its organization (as it has already) and
operate legally under that name, simply by registering
the name with the Ontario Ministry of Consumer and
Commercial Relations. A change in the corporate name is
not necessary.

I have been the only LPBO Board member to consistently
oppose the move to "one organization called Bird Studies
Canada". As such, 1 hope that | have served a useful role
on behalf of both the bird observatory and OBBA. To-
gether with an informal group that we dubbed “The
Friends of LPBO”, I asked both for more input from
LPBO members before important changes were proposed
and for greater recognition of LPBO and protection of its
key assets within the proposed framework.

I am pleased to report that we achieved a few concessions
in the drafting of the documents. The most important is
that the proposed By-law No. 1 provides for a standing
committee called the Long Point Bird Observatory Com-
mittee, the purpose of which is to advise the Board on
matters related to the bird observatory at Long Point. The
Board intends to appoint an OBBA representative to this
committee. If the resolutions pass, this committee will
form the main avenue for input on the conduct of the bird
observatory's activities.

However, | regret to report that we made little headway
on some of the main strategic issues that we judged
important for protection of the observatory's interests.
They included retaining the name, membership, and
independent governance of the observatory, as well as
control of the Baillie Birdathon, Endowment and prop-
erty at Long Point. According to the proposed structure
all of these will come under the jurisdiction of the BSC
Board, whose national objectives and priorities are likely
to be its primary concern. LPBO is to be abolished as the
corporate name, there is no provision for distinct LPBO
members (they become BSC members) or governance
(other than the advisory committee mentioned above),
and there are no constitutional safeguards for protection
of the bird observatory's interests in the Birdathon. The
current Board has made some important commitments to
the bird observatory with respect to general endowment,
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but these will be open to change by the Board at any time
in the future.

It has been a privilege to serve as OBBA's representative
on the LPBO Board, despite trying times. I would like to
thank the OBBA Board for inviting me to represent
OBBA and for its support under difficult circumstances,
including a request from the LPBO Board to withdraw
my appointment. If you have any questions or concerns,
please give me a call at 613-592-0616, or send me an
e-mail at: husseld2@epo.gov.on.ca

Photo:
Willie Waterton

oward Krug, who died on 16 October 1997 at
the age of 93 was a member of OBBA in the late
sixties and early seventies.
Born 29 September 1904 in Chesley, Mr. Krug was a
well-known naturalist and bird lover.

Mr. Krug graduated in 1926 with honors from the
University of Toronto’s School of Forestry. His man-
agement of the 427-hectare Kinghurst tract led it to
become an area of provincial natural and scientific
interest because of the age and maturity of its trees.

In 1984, the Federation of Ontario Naturalists named
Howard Krug an honorary life member in recognition
of his contribution to banding and forestry manage-
ment. In a 1993 article in the Federation’s magazine

Seasons it was said that he had banded more than
100 000 birds.

In addition, between 1960 and 1980, he had estab-
lished a chain of Bluebird nesting boxes in the Bruce
Peninsula.

Mr. Krug’s funeral was on October 20, with interment
in Chesley Cemetery.
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE AS VOLUNTEER FIELD BIOLOGISTS

ocated on the north shore of Lake Ere, Long

Point is one of the last wild areas left in southern

Ontario.
It is internationally recognized as a World Biosphere
Reserve and supports a fantastic array of habitats,
plants, and animals. Founded in 1960, Long Point
Bird Observatory (LPBO) is North Americas oldest
bird observatory. With coverage at three field stations
on Long Point, its core program is centred around
monitoring populations of migrating birds through
daily censusing and banding routines. Other on-site
research programs focus on various aspects of breed-
ing bird biology.

LPBO is an independent, non-profit, research organ-
ization. It functions with a small professional staff
and relies heavily on volunteers to conduct much of
its field research. Volunteers are a diverse lot, but
usually are university/college students or recent
graduates of the Life Sciences. A strong international
flavour enriches participation in the program.

LPBO Field Biologists are provided with food, ac-
commodation, and intensive and diverse training in
field ornithology. They also take very positive steps
towards a professional career in biology; “graduates”
of LPBO's field programs are highly prized in an
increasingly competitive job market.

Up to 12 long-term (1 month minimum) Volunteer
Field Biologists are required for the 1998 field seasons
(mid-March to mid-November). Prospective volun-
teers must have the following attributes:

1. Keen interest in ornithology.

2. Bird identification skills.

3. Mature, responsible attitude.

4. Ability to live and work in remote circumstances.
5. Good interpersonal skills.

Additional desirable qualities/skills include any of the
following:

1. Bird banding/handling experience.
2. Boating experience.
3. First Aid/basic life-saving training.
4. Handy-person skills.

5. Computer skills.
6. Interpretive skills.
7. Expertise in other areas of Natural History.

For the spring season, candidates should submit appli-
cations by February 20. Summer and fall applications
must be received by Aprl 15. For application forms
or more information, contact:

Jon McCracken, Program Manager, Long Point
Bird Observatory, P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan,
Ontario NOE IMO Tel: (519) 586-3531

GLEANINGS
FROM THE
INTERNET

ome more web sites
worth investigating.

1) www_statwharton.upenn.edu/~siler/birdframe html
Includes Bird Families of the World—the Sibley and
Monroe Classification.

2) http:/ /www.nj.com/audubon/
New Jersey Audubon web site.

3) http:/ /www.bright.net/ ~vfazio/the-owl.htm

The OWL (Ornithological Web Library). Over 750
links to sites devoted to wild birds and their study,
including 46 field stations and banding schemes.

4) http:/ /www.doe.ca/cws-scf/nwrc/migbird. htm
The Environment Canada, National Wildlife Research
Centre site. Provides a link to the Bird Banding Office
home page.

5) http:/ /www.interlog.com/~gallantg/canada/
Birding in Canada. Links to other Canadian web sites,
directory of birders, chat line, bird books and publica-
tions.

6) http:/ /www.gorp.com/gorp/activity/birdofag.htm
Optics for Birding home page.
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BLUE JAY BONANZA
Terri Groh

amous for the spectacle of thousands of migrating

hawks, Holiday Beach Conservation Area is also a
great place to see other bird species as they head south
each fall. Volunteers at the observation tower this fall
counted 55 000 Blue Jays moving past on one day.
While banding at the Conservation Area in early
October, Martin Wernaart and Terri Groh from
Mountsberg noticed that large numbers of Jays were
entering a test plot of com growing alongside the
marsh. There they would eat a few kernels of com
before resuming their journey. As the hawk migration
was slow that day we decided we would try to band
some of these birds while the opportunity presented
itself.

“...653 Blue Jays banded
in under 25 hours...”

Two 12 m, 2-3/8" mesh, three-panel nets were erected
along the edge of the field. As soon as we moved away
from the nets approximately 20 birds were caught.
Initially the birds were put in bags and boxes and
taken to a nearby van for processing. However, be-
cause so many birds were being caught it was quickly
apparent that the handling time would have to be
reduced. An unorthodox technique was developed
whereby one person banded and recorded age infor-
mation of the bird in the net, while the other removed
and released the banded birds.

This method was very successful with 653 Blue Jays
banded in under 25 hours between October 6 and
October 9. It is interesting to note that less than
1 percent of these birds were adults.

NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE
OBBA EXECUTIVE

More information on the scope of the Associ-
ation’s activities has been provided to the
Charities Division of Revenue Canada to support our
charitable status application.

* Nominations are still needed for the 1998 Janette
Dean Award. Please contact Emie Rogers,
Recording Secretary or any other Director before
18 January 1998.

Bill Mcllveen would like to hear from any contribu-
tor to the Journal who has received a request for a

~

reprint of article(s). Copies of some past Journals are
still available.

It is hoped to hold the 1998 Spring Band-Out at
Prince Edward Point, sometime in May.

BANDING TIP #3

John Miles

f your nets fade to gray prematurely but are other-

wise in good shape, you can dye them. Rif or Tintex
dye is available at most drug stores and fabric shops. I
find for best results use two packages of dye for every
two 12-metre nets. When I first tred the dye and
followed the instructions, I found the dye faded out in
full sun in about one month. The dye gives a dark
purple base and the dyed nets faded to a purple-brown
and then to brown. I wrote the Ri7 company and they
advised that non-fading black would only be available
in commercial dye vats as the dye was too dangerous
for the public to use. However, for better and longer-
lasting results, double the time stated on the package
and keep the dye-water extremely hot. I have tried
using a disposable aluminum roasting pan as a dye vat.
They are available at most grocery stores. Keep low
heat under the pan and stir the net frequently. An old
wooden spoon or paint stirring stick works fine.

The nets I did this way seem to have retained their
color after six weeks in the open. If you try dying
more than two nets with the same mix they do not
seem to be as well dyed and will quickly fade to a
brown color.

EDITOR’S NOTES

M)trnapologies to David Shepherd for providing an
incorrect telephone number in his article in the

September Newsktter and to Elizabeth Kellogg for also
getting her telephone number wrong in the Table of
Directors. The proof reader has been suitably chastised!!
It is time to renew your membership . Please complete
the renewal form enclosed with this News/ktter and
send it with your subscription as soon as possible to
David Shepherd, Treasurer and Membership Secre-
tary, 285 Paisley Road, Guelph ON N1H 2P8.

As I write this, the postal workers are on strike. I hope
things are resolved soon without too much delay in
the delivery of your Newsletter.

Best wishes to you all for the coming holiday season
and for a happy, healthy and prosperous 1998.
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1997 - 1998

Ontario Bird Banding Association Board of Directors

President

Eric M achell, Box 2
Delhi, ON N4B 2W 38§

519-582-4738
Fax:519-582-8631

Past President

Martin K. McNicholl, 4735 Canada W ay
Burnaby, BC V5G IL3

604-294-2072

1%, Vice Roger Frost, 14 Durham Street
President Port Hope, ON L1A 1G7 905-885-9615
27 Vice Audrey Heagy, General Delivery 519-586-3194
Prc'sidenl Port Rowan, ON NOE IMO aheagy@kwic.com
Recording Ernie Rogers, 1320 Mississauga Valley Blvd. 905-949-9995
See Suite 804, Mississauga, ON LS5SA 3S9 Fax: 905-949-1934
retary (
erogers@ inforamp.net
Treasurer/ Dave Shepherd, 285 Paisley Road
Membership Guelph, ON NIH 2P8 519-763-6936
Secretary

Directors at
Large

Dave Brewer, R.R #1
Puslinch, ON NOB 2J0

519-763-0997

Lucie M étras, Bird Banding O ffice, CW S
100 Gamelin Boulevard, Hull, PQ KI1A 0H3

819-997-4213
Fax: 819-953-6612
lucie.metras@ ec.gc.ca

John Miles, Box 449
Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0

519-587-5223

Paul Prior, 174 Broadway Avenue
Toronto, ON M4P 1V9

416-488-3984

OBBA Rep. to

David Hussell, 34 Carr Place

LPBO Kanata, ON KIK 7K7 613-592-0616
M argaret Bain, 210 Byron Street North 905-668-6452
"PBOOng\"‘m W hitby, ON LIN 4N1 Fax: 905-668-1626
mjcbain(@ sympatico.ca
Bill Mcllveen, R.R#1
Journal »
Editor Acton, ON L7J2L7 519-853-3948

Newsletter
Editor

Cathy Rogers, 1320 Mississauga Valley Blvd.
Suite 804, Mississauga, ON LS5A 3S9

905-949-9995
Fax:905-949-1934
erogers(@ inforamp.net

DATES TO REMEMBER

Renew membership
Deadline for news and articles for the February Newsletter

Executive Committee meeting
Deadline for articles,banding totals and station reports

for the Journal

1998 Annual General Meeting at Mountsberg
(see details in the February Newsletter)

1 December 1997
18 January 1998
18 January 1998
18 January 1998

28 February 1998
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