ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION ?_

VOLUME 43 NO. 4

DECEMBER 1998

NEWSLET TER

MUGAHA MARSH PROJECT, MACKENZIE B.C.

Paul N. Prior

M.nckcnr.ic B.C> Where's that? Take a look at the
otherwise excellent Atk To The Binds of B.C and
look for a blank space halfway up the eastern bound-
ary of the province, next to that long stang of 2 lake
called Williston. It's a bit like looking at pre-
Livingstone maps of central Afnica...no mfo! Well,
the local nature lovers m Mackenzie have been trymng
to fill that gaping hole and what better way 10 mvest-
gate a region’s bicds than 10 open up @ mugratory bied
banding station? Under the direction of Rhonda Millikin
at the B.C. CWS, the Nature Observatory at Macken
zie intated 3 Migration Monitoring Project m the
region; after trying several different sites they finally
settled on Mugaha Marsh—and it seems they made
the nght choice

Mugaha i a small patch of dpacan habitat nestled
between the overwhelmingly huge expanse of north
em forest and the deep waters of Williston Lake—a
vast hydro-electric reservoir created mn the lare-1960's
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that runs N-S for hundreds of kilometers along what
were the Peace and Fraser nver valleys. More than
likely the migrants appear at similar forest edge habitat
all along the lake but this site is only 19 km out of
Mackenzie, so logstics are 4 little easier. After only 4
vears 1t 1s difficult to assess what is happening at this
site w terms of migrant use; my 9 weeks theee this fall
suggest that the birds are tackling down along the
(Continued on page )

SELKIRK FALL BAND-OUT
Emie Rogers

“hose of us who attended the Fall Band-Out ar
'1 Selkick Provincial Park on September 26 were not
disappointed. Despite the scarcity of binds on that
particular day, the weather was good and we were
tecated 1o a guided tour of the nets by John Miles who
regaled us with interesting information about the

ontmued on page 3)
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IMUGAHA MARSH - Comtmued from page 1)

lakeshore using islands of rparian habitat such as
Mugaha as lounging sites, easy food and good cover
for molting, presumably on their way down to more
southerly launch-sites for their long haul into wanter-
ing arcas in Central Amenca. As | sad, it 1s sall carly
davs but en route to such answers Mackenzie Nature
Observatory 1s discovenng some other preny near
stuff about the north-central B.C. avifauna,

HY female Townsend's Warbler

Photo: Paul Pror

I arnved in Mackenzie on July 18 in nme to run a
week-long banding workshop for about 17 banders
who work at any one of the 3 or 4 stations in B.C
Right from the outset it was obvious that we were
gomng to band a lot of birds. One hundred and fifty
three birds on our first day, with almost 20 keen
banders trving to get a look-in, was a little daunting:
large numbers of Pine Siskins and a constant catch of
local fledglings set the scene for much of August, and
this is perhaps where one of the Mackenzic’s big
questions arises. Not untl September did T see any
abwious day-to-day fuctuations i the numbers of
birds caught as one does at, say, Long Point where
weather ¢an so much affect the numbers present on
any one day. So how can the Mackenzie crowd decide
for cermain just what proportion of their catch is local
or otherwise? This 1s a relatively stemghtforward ques-
tion at southermn locations such as Long Point since,
obviously, any Blackpoll Warbler or Palm Warbler
caught is bound to be from more than a few kilo-
meters away! Sorting out the subspecies that are
caught is going to help answer this, but the large

number of hours that a die-hard core of local volun-
teers put into documenting local breeding densiuies
will help even more in ascertaining what is non-local
migrant activity hereabouts. Mackenzie is one of the
most northerly banding stations and, as such, there ts
a great opportunity to study the movements of many
northem species closer to their source. P've never
before encountered so many birds (both HY and
AHY) 0 acuve molt!

As for species breakdown, for an eastemner like me
(i.c. some several thousand kilometers east of New-
foundland) the birding and banding thrills did not let
up for the whole 9 weeks. If you are an empid fan
then Mackenzie 1s the place for you; good mumbers
of Least, Alder, Hammond's and Dusky, spiced up
with the oeccasional Yellow-belled Flyeatcher and
Western!

The warblers are not as well represented in Macken-
zie as they are in Outario but look a linde closer with
help from the new Pyle and 1t becomes apparent thar
even the old familiars like Yellow Warblers and
Wilson's Warblers are not quite what they seem at
first. AHY male Yellow Warblers look like eastern
AHY females (rebiginasa vs. aestivg) and female Wil
son's Warblers in the west make our castern males
look like complete wimps, Sparrows present even
more mingue with potennally 3 different subspecies
of Fox Sparrow (fultginesa, altivagans, and something
which looked pretty close to i, hundreds of
kilometers out of range): plenty of fun with juvenal
plumages; and the chance of a Golden-crowned
Sparrow or a Timberline (Brewer's) Sparrow.

All in all we banded 4116 birds 1n 9 weeks with 12
nets open 6 hours every day. The 1300 siskins
helped the figures quite a bit but, for such a
northerly location , over 70 species banded is none
oo shabby! One-offs included such surprises as
Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Black-billed Magpre,
Sav's Phocbe, Cooper's Hawk and the aforemen:
noned Timberdine Sparrow; and 1 still maintain that
| haven't learned so much in such a short while for
many years.

As if the banding 1s not enough to entice volunteers
10 spend weeks helping out, the chance 1o see moose
on a regular basis, to howl with the local wolf pack,
or to simply soak n the wonderful wildness of 1t all
(despite the nearby wood-chip plant) makes it all
very pleasant. Vi Lambie, the unflagging organizer has
asked me to mention that they are looking for
experienced banders to volunteer next fall and,
putting many eastern observatones to shame, the
Mackenzie Nature Observatory actually gives a

(Continued on page 3)
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(FALL BAND-OUT—Continued from page 1)

Rear 1-R: Paul Prior. Dave Brewer, Jim Snnith, Martin
Wernaart, Ernie Rogers.

Front 1-R: Jobn Miles, Wendy Thomson, Terri Grob, Enic
Machell.

Photo; Ann Miles

Jobn Miler with @ Nashrille Warbler

Phaoto: Emie Rogers

area’s florn and fauna.

Five birds of 4 species were banded on the day. One
Black-capped Chickadee and a Black-throated Blue
Warbler were retrapped and a Sharp-shinned Hawk
was caught in a net bur gor out before a bander could
get to 1.

BANDING LIST
Blue Jay 1
Winter Wren 1
Nashville Warbler 2
1

Slate-colored Junco

Our thanks to John and Ann Miles and Jim Smith for
thetr hospitality.

(MUGAHA MARSH—Cantinued from page 2)

C$20 per day food allowance for volunteers who stay
for more than 2 weeks. Accommodation is provided
in a comfortable trailer on site. In 1999 the Observa-
tory intends to run the station from July 20 to Septem-
ber 19—so get your application in soon.

Vi and David Lambie can be reached by e-mail at
lamtbiedar@enc.beca or wnte to them at Mackenzie
Nature Observatory, Box 1598, Mackenzie, BC
VO 2CO. Include a resumé of your banding expen-
ence.

It’s well worth the air fare!

NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE
OBBA EXECUTIVE

At the September 16, 1998, meeting of the Board of
Directors, a motion was carried to establish a Life
Membership level. The necessary by-law will be pre-
sented for approval by the members w the 1999
Annual Meeting,

'Your Banding Totals and Station Report for the
'OBBA Joumal should be sent on the enclosed form

' directly to :

| Bill Mcllveen
OBBA Journal Editor
RR #1

Acton ON L7] 2L7
Closing date for publication is January 18, 1999
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A cordial invitation to OBBA membess to attend the

ANNUAL MEETING of the Eastern Bird Banding Association
April 16-18, 1999
Asrport Holiday Inn
Rochester, New York

Theme.... Migration Monitoring
Hosted by Braddock Bay Bird Observatory
Contact Elizabeth Brooks
1435 Waterwells Road
Alfred Station, New York 14803

e-mul:  bmokser(@infoblvd.met

Full derails will appear in the February 1999 OBBA Nesuletter

GLEANINGS
FROM THE
INTERNET

atario Field Omithologists (OFO) has estab-

lished ONTBIRDS, an electronic mailing list
service which notifies birdess of new Ontado bird
sighungs of interest. ONTBIRDS automancally relays
an e-mail message posted 1o the service to everyone
who is subsenbed. There s no charge 1o subsceibers

All Ontano buding hotlines, major birding hotspots
and hawkwarches have been mvited to post thewr
regular updates and, especially, rare bird reports, 10
ONTBIRDS. In addition, hotlines in cities /aceas bor-
dering our province which regulady carry information
about sightings in Ontario, have been mvited to do the
same. Any subscriber can post a notice about Ontario
bird sightings, subject to the rules of the service

The Hamilton-Wentworth Community Network s
providing the software (Majordomo) and server
through which ONTBIRDS operates. Mike Street,
who has looked after the Hamilton Birding Hodine
since its inceprion in 1989, is coordinating

ONTBIRDS for OFO,

To subscribe to ONTBIRDS, send an e-mail (be sure
to use lower case) to:

majordomol@huon.org
Leave the subject or tide of the e-mail blank. In the
body of the e-mail, type:

subscnbe onthicds
and on the next line type:

end

Send the e¢-mail In a shor while you will recewve a
message asking you to authenticate your subscription
by sending 1 specific confirming message back to the
server. This authentication process s i place to
prevent misuse of the service,

BANDING HIGHLIGHTS

Sharp-shinned Hawk was banded on Augusrt 28,
1998, at 10:50 am. as a HY female, wing 197 mm,

weight 155.7g at Thunder Cape Bird Observatory (on
the north shore of Lake Supenior) Ontano,

It was retrapped 31 days later in a mist net while

(Continued on page )
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PR ELIMINARY REPORT ON
THE CABOT HEAD BIRD
MIGRATION STUDY

Audrey Heagy, Project Coordinator

In 1998, the Ontano Bird Banding Associanon spon-
sored the Cabot Ilead Bird Migraton Study. The
aims of this project are to document the species and
numbers of birds migrating past Cabot Head at the
eastern tip of the Bruce Peninsula and 1o determine
whether the site would be a suitable location for a
long-term migration monitoring station,  Funding for
this project was obtained from the Onmno Govem-
ment's Niagara Escarpment Program through the
Ontano Hentage Foundanon, the Shell Environmental
lfund and the James 1. Baillie Memonal Fund of Bird
Studies Canada. On-site accommodation was made
possible due to the generous support of the Frends of
Cabot Head, the local non-profit group that maintains
the lighthouse buildings.

Coverage

In the spring of 1998, the Cabot Head staton was
operated on 62 days between Aprl 11 and June 12
The coordinator and 19 volunteers contributed a total
of 110 person-days of work. Banding was carried out
on 57 days with the carching effort totalling about
2200 mist net-hours and 400 ground trap-hours.

Only the latter half of the landbird migration period
was covered during the fall. The station operated on
48 days between September 13 and October 31,
inclusive. The coordinator and 15 volunteers
contributed a total of 130 person-days in the fall. The
catching effort totalled about 3500 mist net-hours,
1000 ground trap-hours and 62 Jay tmp-hours. In
addition, 108 hours of tape-lunng for Northern Saw
whet Owls was carried out on 25 nights between
September 23 and October 31, inclusive.

Observations

A total of 192 speaes were observed duning the study
(167 spring, 142 fall). Since this was the fiest year of
coverage at this site, there is no baseline for compar-
ison. [lowever, numbers of most migrants seen and
caught were lower than expected, presumably due o
the extraordinary spell of warm, dry weather, which
encouraged flyovers. Due to the early spring, most
waterfowl had moved through prior to the mid-April
start up.  Due to the mid-September start up in the

fall, many early fall migrants (e.g. flycatchers and many
warblers) were mussed completely. The waterfowl
migration extended beyond the end of the fall cover

age.

The highest daily species count was on May 24 with
79 species observed dunng the standard count period
and an additional 4 species seen later dunng the day.
In the fall, the species count peaked at 49 species on
September 19.

Cabot Head | ighthouse
Photo: Emie Rogers

Highlights of the sprng migrton included: Red-
throated Loons (9 on May 21, 3 on May 30); Great
Gray Owl (1 on Aprl 24); and an impressive mid-
morning movement of 2500+ warblers  (mostly
Yellow-rumped) flying just above tree height on
May 8. Fall highlights include Eared Grebe (1 on
October 15); Golden Eagle (2 on October 17); Red-
headed Woodpeckers (up to 20 on October 13);
Black-backed Woaodpecker (1 on October 22); Whte-
eved Vireo (1 banded on October 28).

Banding

\ total of 3185 individuals of 82 species were banded
(1451 of 65 species in the spring, 1734 of 63 species in
the fall). On average, 25 new birds were banded each
day in the spring and 36 birds/day in the fall. The

(Comtrnued on page 6)
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(CABOT HEAD-Contmued from page 3)

catch rate was celanvely steady over the entire peniod
with no really big days. The biggest banding days
weee: 76 on April 29; 72 on May 24; 32 on June 13
72 on September 24, 81 on October 16.

The top 10 species banded mn the spring were Slate-
colored Junco (218); Blue Jay (195); Amenican Red-
start (185), Chipping Sparrow (126); Ruby-crowned
Kinglet (61); Magnolia Warbler (58);, White-throated
Sparrow (45), Westem Palm Warbler (40); Red-eyed
Vireo (37); and Black-capped Chickadee (37).

The top 10 species banded in the fall were Myrtle
Warbler (365), Golden-crowned Kinglet (320); Black-
capped Chickadee (185), White-crowned Sparrow
(129), Northem Saw-whet Owl (107); Slate-colored
Junco (74); White-throated Sparrow  (62); Ruby-
crowned Kinglet (55), Brown Creeper (50); and Amer-
ican Tree Sparrow (48).

Banding highlights included Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 11
Red-headed Woodpeckess, 19 Hary Woodpeckers,
Carolina Wren, Blue-gray Goatcatcher, 2 Northem
Shrikes, White-eyed Vireo, Northem Parula, and 7
Norcthem Cardinals.

Northem Saw-whet Owl tape-luring efforts yielded
107 Saw-whet Owls and 1 Eastem Screech-Owl. The
biggest owl banding mights were: 24 on  October
9/10, 21 on October 10/11 and 24 on October
15/16.

Returns and Recoveries

In May 1998 we re-trapped a Red-eved Vireo and an
American Redstart that had been banded at Cabot
Head in August 1996 by Ted Cheskey. In the fall we
re-trapped one bird, a Hairy Woodpecker, from the
sprng handing and saw a banded Amencan Redstart.

On May 4, 1998, we captured an AHY female Sharp-
shinned Hawk (band #1253-87430) origmally banded
as @ HY bird at Hawk Cliff on September 23, 1995.
On October 15, 1998, we captured a HY male
Golden-crowned Kinglet (band #2100-10523) that
had been banded elsewhere (ongmal banding data are
not yet avatlable).

Public Relations/Education

In addition to many wformal banding demonstrauons
for casual visitors to the site, the station hosted one
public banding demonstration, two visits by natuealist
clubs, and two visits by birding tour groups. A slide
show presentation on the project was given at the
October meeting of the Huron Fringe Naturalists
Club.

Preliminary Conclusions. The wmitial year's results
indicate that Cabot Head is a good location for study-
ing many bird species during migration. An adjacent
site has been identified as a good locaton for a
long-term migration monitoring station.

Stay tuned for information on future plans!

Acknowledgements Many thanks to the OBBA, the
project funders and all the volunteers who helped
make this project a success.

(HANDING HIGHLIGHTEContimied from page 4)

trying to catch a pigeon, on September 28, 1998, at
11:55 a.m. as a HY female, wing 190 mm, weight
148 g at La Mancha Biological Station, 85 km
north-west of Veracruz City, Mexico, a coastal
locality (19° 35'N, 96° 23'W).

The bird flew at least 3500 km (2187 miles) n 31 days
or about 112 km (70.5 miles) per day.

EDITORS NOTES

BBA President John Miles was appainted carlier

this year to the new LPBO Advisory Committee.
The first meeting of the committee will be held at the
Old Cut Field Station on December 16, 1998, w0
introduce committee members to the current pro-
grams and to discuss ideas for new Long Point bid
studies.

e It is ume to renew your membesship. Please
complete the renewal form enclosed with this
Newsletter and send it with your subscaption as
soon as possible to David Shepherd, Trea-
surer and Membership Secretary, 285 Paisley
Roud, Guelph ON N1H 2P8,

e Best wishes to you all for the coming holiday
season and for a happy, healthy and prosperous
1999.

— e
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PRINCE EDWARD POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY:
1998 SPRING MIGRATION REPORT

Eric A. Machell

w

/
: \9\.6 Abstract
()

Dunng the 1998 spring migru-
tion the bird observatory ar
Prince Fdward Pomnt was n opera-
tion from Aprl 12 o June 6, the
purpose being to monitor the mugea-
tion of birds through this specific
area. Monitoring followed the guidelines warten in the
protocol statement for Migration Monioring at Prince
lidward Point by Machell’, with rwo modifications;
one net lane was extended by an addinonal net, and a
J-trap was added. This protocol methodology was
ueed in conjunction with:

o McCracken et al, A Manual for Monztorrmg Bird Migra-
wan (1993)°,

o Hagan et al, Reommended Methads for Monitorsng Bind
Migration (1994)"

Banding was carried out for six houss each day, except
in adverse weather conditons.  The pomary caprure
method was with mist nets. Ground traps were used.
as in previous years, and the newly constructed |-teap
was also in use. A census was done daily; esumated
torals were derived from capture numbers, census
dara, and general observations throughout each day,
Ihe mtent i © continue to operate the observatory in
future vears followmg the same guidelines as em-
ployed in 1998,

All birds captured were banded using CWS bands,
age/sex data was cecorded, and, n addition, wing
length, weight and far status were recorded for cach
bed

General Report

A significant factor affecting bied migrnon m 1998
was the weather, This was the vear of a strong El
Nifio, which resulted in a mild winter followed by a
warmer spring than average.  During the months of
April and May, Prince FEdward Pomnt experienced light
winds and very little rain. This affected the vegetation
cover with trees leafing cardy and many flowerss and
flowering shrubs being in bloom approximately two
weeks cardier than usual. With regard to the banding
operation, the weather permtted us 10 have the mst

nets open daily for six hours on more days than in
previous years, when we were often rained or blown
our. However, the mcrease in net hours did not result
i a larger number of birds being captured. It
believed that n many cases migrants overflew on
route to theie breeding sites. Also the geneaal expan-
sion of vegetation cover at Prnce Edward Point
presumably has had an adverse effect on birds concen-
trating in specific areas such as the Cedar Woods,
which typically is more heavily foliaged at that ume of
year, and therefore tends 1o act as 4 magnet (o migri-
ting song birds

The season started with a fair number of buds bemng
captured between April 12 and 16. During these five
days 329 birds, including 107 Slate-colored Juncos,
were banded. This was the best start 0 a season, but
after that the numbers of mignints were low until 4
major movement occurred on April 29 when 196 binds
were banded ncluding 87 Ruby-crowned Kinglets, 37
Heemit Thrushes, and 33 Mynle Warblers. The fol-
Jowing day a further 72 buds mcluding 27 Ruby-
crowned Kinglets were banded. The banding total for
all species in Aprl was 832,

The next movement occurred on May 5, 6, and 7
when there were many new arnvals.  On May 5,
Red-bellied Woodpecker, Least Flycatcher, Tufted
Titmouse, Veery, Wood Thrush, Water Pipir, Blue-
headed Vireo, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Blackbuenmn
Warbler, Ovenbird, Lincoln's Sparrow, Bobolink, Bal-
timore Oriole, and Pine Siskin.  On May 6: Lesser
Yellowlegs, Greatcrested Flycatcher, and Common
Yellowthroat. On May 7, Osprey, Fastem Kingbind,
Warbling Vireo, and Indigo Bunting,

On May 5, 150 birds of 28 species, and on May 7, 142
birds of 26 species were banded.  These totals -
cluded 23 Myrtle Warblers, 22 White-throated Spar-
rows, 20 White-crowned Sparrows, and 19 Chipping
Sparrows on May 5. On May 7, 53 White-throated
Sparrows were captured.

The major movement of the spring commenced on
May 13 and peaked the following day. New arrivals
on these two days were: on May 13, Ruby-throated
Hummingbird, Red-headed Woodpecker, Swainson's
Thrush, Tennessee Warbler, Magnolia Warbler,
Cerulean Warbler, and Scadet Tanager; on May 14,
Black Tem, Black-billed Cuckoo, Blue-winged Warbler,
Golden-winged Warbler, Brewster's Warbler, Bay-
breasted Warbler, and Blackpoll Warbler.

(Conttrued on paga §)

December 1998

OBBA Newsletter



(PRINCE EDWARD POINT -Contimied from pge 7

Good numbers of birds continued to move through
the area for the next several days, but after May 20
movement was very light ndeed. In the eight days
between May 13 and May 20 a toml of 824 birds wene
banded, mcluding 230 on May 14, whilst m the next
17 days a mere 270 birds were captured. The predom-
inant species plus certan species of warblers which

were banded durng this major movement are listed
below:-

Blue Jay 176 (41 on May 17)
Wood Thrush 17 (10 on May 14
Gray Catbard 51 (19 on May 14)
Yellow Warbles 77 (39 on May 14)
Chesmut-sided Warbler 13 (8 on Mav 14)

Table 1 illustrates the top 10 species banded in 1998.

Magnolia Warbler 68 (17 on May 16)
Black-throated Blue Warbler 18 (4 on May 14)
Myrtle Warbler 34 (26 on May 14)
Black-throated Green Warhlee 16 (6 on May 14)
Ovenbird 24 (7 on May 15)
Common Yellowthroat 33 (8 on May 16)
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 43 21 on May 14)

Of the more commonly canght species, the numbers
of White-throated Sparrows and Hermit Thrushes set
new highs for the four years that the observatory has
been in operation. Large numbers of Ruby-crowned
Kinglets were again captured, whilst the number of
Brown-headed Cowbieds declined significantly
Details in the followmng tables.

SPECIES 1998 1997 1996 1995 FOTAL
Blue Jay 273 49 381 54 757
Ruby-crowned Kingler 268 273 142 259 942
White-throated Spacrow 232 195 162 76 605
Slate-colored Junco 175 91 107 23 396
N\ apgnaolia Warbler 117 195 90 61 4063
Myrtle Warbler 116 78 121 189 S04
lermit Theush 95 93 34 33 255
Brown-headed Cowbird 90 263 203 93 649
IppIng Sparrow 87 94 45 19 245
Yellow Warbler 81 103 57 18 28Y
T'able 1
(Continued on page V)
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(PRINCE EDWARD POINT-Comttmeed from page 8}

Table 2 illustrates the cumulative top 10 species totals for the years 1995-1998.

SPECIES IOTAL 1998 1997 1996 1995
uby-crowned Kinglet 942 268 273 142 259
Blue Jay 757 273 49 381 54
X hite-throated Sparrow 665 232 195 162 76
Brown-headed Cowbind 049 920 263 203 93
Myrtle Warbler 504 116 78 121 189
Magnolia Warbler 103 117 195 9 61
Slate-colored Junco 396 175 91 107 23
Yellow Warbler 289 81 103 57 48
fermat Thoush 255 925 93 34 33
Amencan Goldfinch 252 10 86 4 112
I'able 2
Summary Pileated Woodpecker: One April 20, 21 (JPH, EAM),

The station opened on Aprl 12 and closed on June 6,
1998, Forty people actively participated i the opera-
non during the season, for 4 total of 308 people-days
This is 4 significant increase both in the number of
people wvolved, and in their contrbution to the
operation. In addition the number of visitors 1o the
station mcreased over that of previous years,

In the census area of the Cedar Woods, 152 species
were observed and 2589 birds of 91 species weee
banded

This is the fourth successive spring that the observa-
tory has been i operation, and n each year both
weather conditions and migration pattems have been
significantly different, Hence it 1 desirable that this
migraton momionng project continue over many
vears. One thing thar is certun of the area, s that
Prince Fdward Doint s an importunt stagmg ground
for many migrant buds

Sighting Highlights 1998
Sandhill Crane: Three May 15 (TLB. JC. MJE. EAM,
1)

banded

Tufted Titmouse: One May 5-8 (TLB, MJE, JPH,
EAM. 11V, mobs)

Carolina Wren: One April 19 (JPH, EAM), banded
Blue-winged Warbler: Three May 14 (TLB. MJE,
EAM). banded

Golden-winged Warbler: One May 14, (TLB, MIE,
EAM). banded: one May 18 (CMF), banded, one May 25
(TLB. MIE, BJ))

Brewster's Warbler; One May 14 (TLB, MJIE, EAM),
banded

Cerulean Warbler: One May 13 (TLB. MJE. EAM.)
Hooded Warbler: Two May 18 (JC. CMF, BJJ, EAM,
JIV), one banded

Observers Tania Baker (TLB), Joha Charlton (JC),
Mike Endght (M]E), Chades Francis (CMF), Jon
Homung (JPH), Brian Joyce (B]]), Enc Machell
(EAM), mobs (multiple observess), Joe Victor (JJV)

(Conttrued on page 10)
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(PRINCE EDWARD POINT-Continued from page 9)

Thanks To Participants

Many thanks to all the people who helped to make the
1998 spring scason a success. 1o Bnan Joyee for
conunuing to tke the minanve in making the neces-
sary armngements with CWS, contacting the volun-
teers, and secking funding for the project; to Joanne
Dewey, Ehzabeth Kellogg, and Cleon Willlams for
operating the station on days when | was away.
Finally, 1o all of the volunteers, particularly Tania
Baker, Mike Enright, Jon Homung, and Joe Victor for
their efforts and enthustasm. The volunteers were:

51 days: Enc Machell

32 days: Joe Victor

27 days: Mike Ennght

23 days: Tania Baker, Jon [Homung,

15 days: Brian Joyee, Laura Santry, |oanne
Tammel

11 days: Loma Machell

10 days: John Charlton

9 days: Dons Lane

7 davs: Nancy Fox, Don Holmes, Julie
Holmes, Cleon Willlams

6 days: [Hugh McShane

5 davs: Amy McAndrews, Wendy Warren

2 days: Chrs Deummond, Cealia Franas,
Charles Francis, tona Francis, Ray
Hobson, Tracey Hoyle, Barry Joyce,
Alan Keast, Monty King, Robin
Lunn, Karen Timm

1 day: Scott Archibald, Floyd Connor,
Joanne Dewey, Stephanie Doucet,
| aura Giza, Jenme Homung,
LElizabeth Kellogg, Jeff Robinson,
Charlie Strawser, Charlotte Strawser,
Stephen Yezennac.
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END OF AN ERA
Cathy Rogers

ith the departure of Martin Wernaart from

Mountsberg Conservation Area after 25 years
as Supenintendent, over two decades of banding there
has come to an end. The Guelph Banding Group
which over the years has grown from its onginal three
members to become the second largest banding opera-
non 1n Ontano, will no longer band at this locanion.

Photo: Emie Rogers

When Martin came 1o Mountsberg in 1970 1t was
called The Game Farm. There was no banding and no
birds of prey program. In sprng 1976, recognizing the
potential of the reservoir, Martin, Dave Brewer and

(Continued on page (1)
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(END OF AN ERA-Continued from page 10)

Antonio Salvadon formed the Guelph Banding Group
and, with 500 bands, started to band waterfowl. These
bands were used up i three weeks and more were
hastily ordered and used.

Mountsberg proved to be a very productive waterfowl
station. In all, 8739 Mallard, 3836 Blue-wmnged Teal
and 2450 Amercan Black Ducks plus other assorted
waterfow] have been banded.

Martin changed hs emphasss from puddle ducks
when he realized there was litde dara bemg gathered
on diving ducks and had great success n trapping
Ring-necked Ducks with 2669 banded. Approxmmutely
80% of all diving ducks banded in Ontano were
banded at Mountsberg, A total of 25 242 waterfow] of
30 species have been banded

In the fall of 1976, mist netting and banding of
passerines started in the Sparrow Fields. To increase
the number of bieds caught at this inland non-
migratory location, Martin planted lure crops of
canola, millet and sunflower Tt became a very suc-
cessful staton for Amencan Goldfinches, 20 306
having been banded, as well as 9777 Song Sparrows
and 8225 Ameocan Tree Sparrows. In 1987 the
Group banded the highest number of Bobolnks n
North America with 1004 birds banded thar year
With his usual diligence, Martin sought to improve the
Sparrow  Fields by planting becry  producing
hedgerows which attracted fruit eating birds such as
Cedar Waxwings (2450 banded) and Gray Catbicds
(918 banded).

A nest box program for Tree Swallows (1635 banded),
Wood Ducks and American Kestrels was dlso very
effective. In 1994, with funding from the Friends of
the Environment, Dave and Martin built a heligoland
trap for use when weather made mist netting impracti-
cable.

Highlights of banding at Mountsberg during the win-
ter months include 3716 Snow Buntings banded, 360
of which were caught in one day. Retraps from Green-
land and recovenes from Newfoundlund provided 4
clear picture of the movements of this species.

Since 1982 Martin has banded mptoss relocated from
Pearson Intemational Airport, including 151 Snowy
Owls, 39 Short-eared Owls, 41 Long-eared Owls and
1661 Red-miled Hawks  Altogether 3409 raptors of
22 spectes were banded.

A grand total of 122 704 birds of 224 species were
banded at Mountsherg, Much of this work would not
have been possible without Martin's dedication. The
many visitors who stopped by 0 chat with him will

miss him. His vast knowledge and experence will
ensure success for all his future plans.

DEJA VU
David Shepherd and David Okines

n last year's arucle on banding recovenes from

Thunder Cape Bird Observatory (Shepherd and
Okines 1997)", under the section on Sharp-shinned
Hawk, we posed the question “Can a Mexican recov-
ery be far away?”
A recent e-muil from Bird Studies Canada to the
Canadian Migration Montoning Network provided
two answers 1o this question. The fisst answer is - this
fall, while the second is - 3500 km. On August 28,
1998, 4 hatch-vear female Sharp-shinned Hawk was
banded at Thunder Cape. It was retrapped and released
31 days later, about 85 km NW of Veracruz City,
Mexico, some 700 km south of Brownsville, Texas.
The bird had covered a minimum of 3500 km at an
average speed of 112 km per day! How much further
was it headed? Panamar which s the southemmost
wintering limit for the North Amencan subspecies.

A spectacular and quality retrap, ie. same season,
known darte, age and sex at banding and at reteap.
Congratulanons TCBO!
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Renew Membership
January 1, 1999

AGM at the Mountsberg Center,
(details in next Newsletter)
February 27, 1999

EBBA AGM, Rochester N.Y
April 16-18, 1999
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The Newsletter is published four times a year by The Ontano Bird Banding Association.
Deadlines for recerving material for publication are January 15, May 15, August 15 and

November 10 *

The objectives of The Ontario Bird Banding Association are the study of omithology,
espectally by means of banding and other macking techniques; the promotion of omitholog-
ical investigations and the publication of scientific and educational papers pertaining to these subjects,
panicul‘tl_v within the Province of Ontario; and co-operation with organizations with sunilar objectives.

The views and opinions expressed i this Newsletter are those of each contributing author and do not
necessanly represent the views and opinions of The Ontatio Bird Banding Assocmtion or its management.
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