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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING — SAT. FEB. 22 and SUN. FEB. 23, 2003
Eric Machell

This year a two-day event is scheduled with the Saturday agenda following the format of
previous years. while workshops and practical presentations will be the focus of the Sunday.
Please note change of location from previous years to Bird Studies Canada in Port Rowan.

Registration fee: To cover costs there will be a registration fee of $4.00 for members and
$5.00 for non-members.

Lunch arrangements: Coffee and donuts will be served. There are restaurants in Port
Rowan. but pizza will be ordered in for $2.50 a slice. payable at registration.

Evening social: On Saturday there will be a social cvening at the home of Lorna and Eric
Machell in Lynedoch following the meeting. Dircctions will be available at the meeting. A
meal will be served between 18:30 and 19:00. The cost is $10.00 per person. payable at
registration. Members and guests planning to attend are encouraged to BYORB.

Directions: Inside

Bird Studies Canada Headquarters (HQ). Haldimand Bird Observatory..............3
Bird Studies Canada’s new Headquarters is

located on the south side of Front Street Banding Highlights......................... 7
between Highway 59 and the village of

Port Rowan, overlooking Long Point Bay. Editor’s Notes/Dates to Remember.......7
Old Cut Ficld Station

To get to Long Point Bird Observatory's Confessions of a Banding Assistant......8
Old Cut Field Station take Highway 59

south to Long Point, turn left on Old Cut Ontario Raptor Authorization............ I
Boulevard. two blocks before highway

ends at Long Point Provincial Park YoM BORN. i ccisamanaiasisaasaniii 12

(camping area versus day use area).
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Bucket raffle: As in previous years a bucket raffle will be held. Any member wishing to
donate a prize should bring it to the meeting or if they prefer contact any board member.

Show and Tell: Note that on day two there is an item on the agenda titled *Show and Tell*®2,
All attendees are invited to bring a small number of slides/photographs (maximum of 3 per
person), banding equipment or other items of interest, and encouraged to show them to the

group.

Accommodation: A few spaces are available at the LPBO Old Cut station on Friday and
Saturday nights. Cost is $20 per person (bring your own sleeping bag, towels, breakfast). To
book a bunk contact Keith Larson. Ipbo(@bsec-¢oc.org or phone 519-586-2885. For info on

B&B’s and other accommodation in the area contact Audrey Heagy, aheagy(@bsc-coc.org.

AGENDA

DAY ONE

February 22 (all events at BSC HQ)

09:00-09:30  Registration

09:30-10:00 Business Meeting
Introductions - Audrey Heagy
President’s Report — Audrey Heagy
Treasurer’s Report — Joanne Dewey
Election of an Auditor — Joanne Dewey

Nominations & Election of 2003 Executive

- John Miles
10:00-10:30  Bird (specimens) Quiz
10:30-11:00 Coffee Break
11:00-12:00 Station Reports
Guelph Banding Group
Toronto Bird Observatory
Timiskaming
Report from Banding Office
12:00-13:30  Lunch
13:30-14:15  Speaker — Sandy Middleton
“The Revelations of Banding in long
term studies of the American Goldfinch
and Chipping Sparrow™
14:15-14:20  Presentation of the
Janette Dean Award
14:30-14:35  Coffee Break
14:35-15:00 Results of the Bird Quiz
15:00-15:45  Speaker — David Brewer
“Studies of the Northern Gannet on
Ailsa Craig”

15:45-16:00 Bucket Raffle Draw
16:00-16:45 Speaker — David Agro
“The Birds of Canande, Equador and
the efforts to preserve them”

DAY TWO
February 23 (7 am to 9 am at OLD CUT)
07:00-09:00 Passerine Ground Trapping
(ground trap and Jay trap designs)
09:00-10:00 Banding lab and banding bench
layouts
Facilitator - Keith Larson, LPBO
(10 am to end of sessions at BSC HQ)
10:00-11:00 Coflee, and Show and Tell **
11:00-12:00 Comparison of banding
equipment and bander’s library
Facilitator — Audrey Heagy. BSC
12:00-13:00  Free time, lunch break
13:00-14:00  Speaker — Scott Petrie.
LPWWRF
“Satellite Tracking and Staging Ecology
of Tundra Swans”
14:00-14:15  Collee
14:15-16:00 Concurrent sessions:
Mist Net repair (D.OKines)
Bird skinning demonstration (D). Brewer)
16:00 End of Conference.
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HALDIMAND BIRD OBSERVATORY

SELKIRK PROVINCIAL PARK STATION
John Miles

The Selkirk Provincial Park Field station started up in April of 1996 for the spring operation. Spring
coverage has continued since 1996 but start up often is in carly March weather permitting and continues
until early June each year. Fall coverage started in July of 1998 and has continued., commencing early in
July and continues until about mid November.

The 1996 operation was independently run by John Miles but starting in 1997 Selkirk joined with the
Ruthven Park station run by Rick Ludkin to form the Haldimand Bird Observatory. A third station
Joined the Haldimand Bird Observatory in the fall of 2002 when Jim Smith brought the Rock Point
Provincial Park station on line.

Banding in Selkirk is carried on in the southwest corner of the park in an area the public normally does
not enter. The banding site is in the midst of a 30 year old white pine plantation. The west side of this
area borders a cultivated field separated by a hawthorn hedgerow. The east side of the banding area is
the Spring Creek marsh but again with a hawthorn hedgerow between the pines and the marsh. To the
south is another white pine plantation and then Lake Frie, On the north side is an oak/hickory hardwood
woods.

Selkirk soils arc heavy clay of a type known as Haldimand Clay. The whole of Haldimand is known as a
dry clay plain resulting in the vegetation to fall into an oak/hickory savannah classification. Selkirk
Provincial Park contains perhaps the finest stand of shagbark hickories in Ontario. Many prairie plants
can be found in the park plus some rare great lake endemics. The heavy clay takes a long time in the
spring to dry out. The banding trails around the nets are often very gooey, sometimes into May in wet
years, and rubber boots are a necessity. By July the clay has dried out and has the consistency of
concrete. Cool, poor drying conditions mixed with rain can cause the mud to return late in the fall.

Banding started off being carried out from a tent but progress was made four years ago when a travel
trailer was aquired as a banding lab. Facilities are primitive but a privy was added in 2002.

Banding is currently done with 19 mist nets in twelve locations. Across the north side of the banding
area is a chain of 7 12 metre nets, a double 12 metre net at the south side of the area with the remainder
of the nets single 12 metre nets. Complimenting the nets is a J-trap plus 3-5 ground traps.

Some activity is carried out in October and November to band Northern Saw-whet Owls. Due to lack of

stalT this is usually confined to opening the nets a couple of hours before dawn rather than in the evening
and through the night,
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Since Selkirk started up over 26,000 birds of 119 species have been banded

are as follows:

. The top ten species banded

Golden-crowned Kinglet 3230 Myrtle Warbler 934
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 2298 Magnolia Warbler 934
White-throated Sparrow 1848 Hermit Thrush 868

Slate-colored Junco 1731 Swainson’s Thrush 699

Song Sparrow 1356 American Robin 646

photos compliments of Carl Pascoe - HBMO

THE LEARNING CURVE - ROCK POINT BIRD BANDING STATION

James Smith

As mentioned in John's article. Rock Point started in the fall of 2000. 1 was trained by John Miles in the
previous two years. John showed a lot of patience as | made many of the common mistakes associated
with a beginner extractor and bander. I'm sorry to say that L also made some uncommon mistakes as well,
They are well listed in my mind but are not for publication. | remember fumbling around as [ tried to do
my first wing measurement, feeling all thumbs and sweaty as John looked on. Since that time | have
observed others doing the same thing for the first time and the thoughts that were going through my head
were probably similar to what John may have been thinking. Something along the lines of. it isn’t Rocket
Science. | wonder if they will get the measurement before the bird slips out of their hand and disappears

out the door.

I still hear John in my head saying. “Put a band on the bird before you start playing with it!” Asan
inexperienced handler this really meant that | put a band on first before fumbling the bird away as | took
wing measurements, attempted 1o see through the skull at whatever it was | was supposed to see or not
see. and blew my lungs out trying to part the feathers on the breast to see what the fat level was. At least
if the bird got away without all the data being taken it had been banded.

January 2003

Page 4 OBBA NEWSLETTER



Ah, the good old days. What a shock in the fall of 2000 when I started running my own station and
realized that there was nobody standing over my shoulder to ask about a bird when | had a question. The
thousands of little bits of information that go into assessing age, species, sex, and the collecting of data. It
had been previously very easy to ask John when a fact was forgotten. The Pyle book, once | figured out
what the short forms all meant, became well worn that year. E-mails to John were frequent as in my
attempt to identify a small dull warbler. It had a green triangle on its back and white crescent under the
eye with an indistinct eye line, quite dull but with a yellowish breast and blueish scapulars. | figured I had
some sort of hybrid between Blue-winged/Golden-winged and who knew what else. Back came the
answer that I had identified a First Fall female Northern Parula and the warning, again, of don’t band
anything you don’t know with 100% accuracy.

I was very fortunate in that first year in having a volunteer come from Spain. Jose Blanco Marello wanted
to learn about North American Birds and had gone through the rigorous training required in Spain and had
been banding for six years. It must have been obvious to him how little 1 knew about looking at feather
wear and how to properly age a bird. As he said he saw a lot more and he would like to tell me but he
didn’t think | would understand. Humble pie but very true at the time. That J uly he saw many North
American birds but he also saw way more Yellow Warblers than he wanted to see. He was an expert in
taking down and putting up nets because this was something that was done daily in Spain. Some difficult
extractions that I had not encountered previously were handled and taught to me. [ missed him a great
deal when he returned to Spain and I thank him for what he taught to me in that first summer.

Being able to be bander in charge in the fall and spring of 1999 for a few days at Ruthven taught me what
I'was in for if | started my own station. Rick Ludkin had some different things he looked at in relation to
ageing and between he and Jose they awakened a desire to learn more about using feathers to age birds.
Much has been said about the North American Bander Council training sessions. One thing taking the
session did for me was to make me go over the manuals and make sure that T knew what was in them. The
written test confirms whether you know the material. The practical was stressful in that it was pass or fail
in a number of the activities. Miss identify a bird and you fail, break a leg or appear to damage a legona
stuffed bird while removing a band and you fail, hurt a bird in an extraction and you fail. O.K. very
stressful but then if I had taken the course first before starting my own station would I have been more
prepared. | think I would have at least had a more complete idea of the various skills necessary to run my
own station. In order to have been able to pass the test I would also have had 1o have more experience
than I did when | first started Rock Point.

All in all I had excellent teachers and becoming a bander is definitely a climb up a very steep learning
curve. Did | mention the hours and hours on a computer entering data into BandManager? It is the
learning gained from exposure to other banders, the learning which must be undertaken on a personal level
both in going through available literature and in keeping up with new techniques and methods. Being able
to attend workshops and take training sessions built up my confidence in what [ was doing. 1 highly
endorse the gathering of banders for workshops not least would be for the benefits of exchanging ideas
and learning what is done in other stations. Afier all it is only with an increase in learning that
advancements in technique and methods will ensure more consistent accurate data collection.

From my experience | also wonder if we need to look more closely at the preparedness of individuals
who want to start their own banding station whether on a Master Permit or with a sub permit. This is an
area that individual observatories and OBBA in conjunction with the NABC might want to explore.
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A BANDING STATION THROUGH THE EYES OF A VOLUNTEER
Roswitha Matuschek

As a nature lover, camper, pet owner. bird watcher and on the mature side with some time on my hands 1
was very eager to learn more when 1 read the article in the Rock Point Provincial Park literature about
the Bird Banding Station that was located in the park. After paying a visit with some other campers |
was definitely interested to learn more. Every time | was in the park that late summer and early [all, |
went to help out. Right away I was amazed how much detail and work went into this venture. At first |
only observed on net rounds and was shown how to extract a bird safely even though 1 did not really
start extracting until the following spring when | became a regular volunteer.

Never in my wildest dreams did I connect Bird Banding (which I had seen on T.V.) with recording the
sex and age of birds. wing measurements, weight, when and what net it was caught in, fat. and when it
was released ete. ete. Not only that but also the weather on any given day, when the nets were opened
and closed.

What I enjoy most as a volunteer is getting up close and personal with the birds. 1 like the “happy
medium’ days best in relation to the number of birds caught. Those days give me a chance to look at the
bird. handle them at leisure and sometimes take a picture. All of that is not possible on high number
days since we try to release the birds as quickly as possible.

As the Rock Point Station is only one of three stations in Haldimand County. | was interested and
visited the other two stations. | found it intriguing that we did not catch the same species or the same
number of birds even though the stations are relatively close. Once | had visited it did make sense since
some of the vegetation was different. Two of the stations are on Lake Erie but very different from cach
other and one is on the Grand River.

| definitely believe that monitoring the birds migration with banding is very important because over time
if there arc any drastic changes in the number of species the question needs to be asked why? Is it
change of climate. did something change in any one geographical area along the way stich as pesticides,
loss of nesting sites and so on? To anyone who says. “Oh the poor birds!” | can only remind them that
anything in the environment that harms the birds will over time ultimately hurt us.

[ like to think that I play a small part in the overall picture. Do | have any regrets about being a
volunteer? Just one. I wish 1 had gotten involved in bird banding a lot sooner.

This is the second of a series of articles to highlight individual observatories and banding groups throughout

Ontario. Hopefully, this will help new banders understand what is happening at other observatories, and will
be a nice refresher or update for banders who have been involved for longer periods. If you are interested in

being the next featured observatory (for the July issue), please contact me at pom@bmis.com
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BANDING HIGHLIGHTS

On Friday November 29, 2002 Allen Chartier retrapped a RUHU in Columbus, Ohio that was originally
banded by Bill Hilton at Hilton Pond Center for Picdmont Natural History, South Carolina, on November
20. 2001, This was the first vagrant hummingbird ever banded there.

Ron Weiss reported two tagged Snow Geese in the Delaware Bay area on BirdBand. Both Geese were
banded as adults on Bylot Island, Northwest Territories (73.13N, 78.34W) in August of 1999. Bylot is
located at the north end of Baffin Island on Lancaster Sound, and is the location of Mt. Thule. The
distance between the banding location and the sighting location in Delaware is about 2,500 miles. Both the
east end of Bylot Island and the sighting location in Delaware are almost right on the 76th longitude line.

A MODO banded June 6, 2001 by John Miles as an AHY M at Selkirk Provincial Park was recovered Nov.
25, 2002 in Tabor City NC.

EDITOR’S NOTES
Welcome to new members Marcel Gahbauer of Ottawa, and Christian Friis of Toronto.

Ringers/ banders will be sad to know the news, announced on the website of the British Trust for
Ornithology http://www.bto.org/ that Chris Mead died quietly in his sleep 15/16 January. Chris had been a
very active ringer for over 40 years and worked for most of his life at the BTO, mostly in the Ringing
Office but lately as a freelance publicity consultant, in which role he generated many good news stories
about birds and ringing that appeared in the British media. The BTO will be publishing a more detailed
appreciation of Chris' immense contribution to ornithology.

Reminder from Terri Groh. Journal Editor - if you have your numbers ready for the next journal you can
send them to her as an attachment using band manager report maker. Make a report with the numbers by
species and save in AOU order then save in your export file and close Band Manager. Then when you
send the email. attach it by using the paper ¢lip icon and looking in the Band Manager file under export. If
vou phone Terri at 905-659-2717. she can also talk you through this process. I you are not in charge of
the totals for your station or know of someone who would like to be included please forward this message
to any appropriate people. Terri can also be reached at nature @lglobalserve net

DATES TO REMEMBER

Ontario Bird Banding Association AGM February 22/23
Renew your membership (renewal form enclosed) due now
Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory AGM April 19
Deadline for submissions for July 2003 issue July 1
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CONFESSIONS OF A BANDING ASSISTANT AT HBMO
Rachel A. Powless

Round trip fare over the Ambassador Bridge: $8.00
Round trip gas cost from Metro-Detroit to Holiday Beach: $10.00
Thrushes eating berries then painting permanent blue stains all over your clothes: Priceless

One of the rites ol passage for all banders and banding assistants in-training is what has been
commonly referred to as “The Purple Baptism™. Whether it is from Elderberry. Cranberry, Autumn
Olive, grapes or some other berry, sooner or later the individual beside the net or processing the bird
at the banding table will be introduced to a berry stain, which no stain removal agent has been able to
eradicate. There is no Oxiclean, Kaboom or 409 that has been formulated to remove berry poop. If
per chance one of us could invent such a stain fighter we would be millionaires! And so it goes for
all of us processing birds, our clothes and skin are not our own but artistic canvasses for our feathered
friends that we adomn with silvery jewelry.

There comes a time in every banding assistant’s apprenticeship when extracting any bird from a net
becomes a thrill and not such a retching challenge. For me it was half way through my second year
of assisting. It was October and the GCKIs and RCKIs were beginning their push. That particular
Saturday afternoon. | was feeling pretty good about myself. Yes, indeed, those tiny of tiniest
innocuous waifs were politely accommodating my limited skills. One after another. | was removing
imps from the nets with just a few simple moves. In fact, every bird I extracted from the nets that day
was supporting my rather high self-esteem. | went home that night feeling accomplished and secure.
Then came Sunday or what I like to refer to as, Sunday-Ruddy-Sunday. The-Kinglets-From-Hell,
Scoundrels-With-Attitude or Have-I-Chosen-The-Suitable-Avocation day!? My ever so affable
Kinglets turned on me and turned on me and turned on me! How can one such diminutive bird hide
so much net deep beneath those feathers? Wrecked, yes. Humbled, yes but 1 was not discouraged.
These tiny little birds taught me the biggest lesson of the season.

Now, I realize as part of a bander’s initiation in this neck
of the woods, it is customary to nudge a student into
removing a Northern Cardinal out of the nets long
before he/she has any idea of the pain this bird may
inflict upon the bander. At face value it looks promising
since a larger bird is easier to remove from the net but |
lcarned from my in-training predecessors this is
definitely where the comfort stops. My dear husband,
Carl, was more than gracious in illuminating how it feels
to have a cardinal latch on to your finger like a vice and
refuse to let go. Carl scrutinized the trepidation in my
voice and the distress on my face and suggested this

very bizarre scenario. In order for me to endure the
inevitable, the very next time Carl removed a cardinal
from the net 1 was to hold out my finger for the cardinal

Photo by Ethan Melag 10 bite.
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Stupid, naive and oh so gullible was | yet for what it is worth, it sounded logical in a Kafka-ish way.
As the day progressed. I must admit I was not looking forward to this predictable outcome. But
within a few net runs | quickly forgot and busied myself with my assigned tasks. Then, standing in
front of me with a male cardinal in-hand stood my loving husband. Interestingly, standing on the
other side of me was another banding assistant whose experience was considerably less than mine yet
she was aware of the Cardinal Initiation Club. Before she even knew what was about to take place. |
held out my right hand index finger for the cardinal to bite. It was pretty darn painful but what
helped ease the pain was the look on Joann's face. As the color from her face drained, clearly, she
looked as if I'd lost my mind! Her eyes were as round and startled as a Northern Saw-whet's. The
deed was done and this experience proved useful in the coming weeks. The station banded a local
fledgling cardinal whom we affectionately named Stubby Noca. Every cardinal after Stubby that |
encountered in the nets had the potential of being Stubby. So, without apprehension, anxiety or
alarm, T was able to extract each and every cardinal in the nets in anticipating the return of our
beloved Stubby! Stubby remained an enigma but | remained composed handling cardinals
throughout the remainder of the banding season.

As my self-assurance continued to fluctuate. one
thing has becoming abundantly clear. 1 did not
hesitate 1o remove anything and 1 mean anything
out of the nets.  This is yet another defining
moment in my training. Our first net run on one
such morning was still in the gray shadows of
dawn. In single file we headed out to the nets.

[ 'was second in line behind Bob. As Bob walked
a few paces ahead of me. a flurry of feathers
[ushed passed my head and into the net an arm’s
length away. I stopped, reached over with my lefi
hand to remove a bird and immediately realized
this bird would need two hands! 1 still wasn’t
precisely certain what | was reaching for but my
adrenalin and | were focused. At once. | felt how
soft and dense these feathers were and then looked
lowards the never-ending bill with these huge
impenetrable eyes. It was my very first close
encounter with the American Woodcock. This photo by Carl Pascoe
pre-historic looking bird has a warm, textural and

tactile bill. The woodcock was very strong vet

appeared cautious, almost sad and | was happy 10

see this secretive bird released after the banding and pholo session ended.

My successful net skills carried over on the following day. Alone in one of the lanes. [ was placing a
WTSP in a bag when | witnessed a Brown Thrasher fly into the net in front of me, bounce off the net,
then fly away — only to try once more! He was doomed to repeat his mistake. As | anticipated this
bird’s second bounce, | reached out both hands and securely controlled him in my left hand with my
bander’s grip! Ha! | felt like the second string receiver of a football team that makes the enviable
play and what a beauty this Brown Thrasher turned out o be.
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Our season was fast becoming statistics, memories and spent time. As the days dwindled, the final
chapter was not turning out to be anything but normal and for this I was becoming disappointed yet
still pensive for the holdout bird to grace our nets. And it did come. During a late afternoon net
check Carl & Allen were busy with ground traps removing WTSPs. It had been slow that afternoon.
It was the kind of day that presses on in spite of the heavy undercurrent of anxiety, which lies like
frost on the ground. Steve and | headed out towards the nets. He headed north and I turned west.
There. not twenty feet ahead, wrapped in the bottom net lay a bewildered Red-tailed Hawk. The RT
was on its back quietly resting on the ground unable to move yet waiting for the chance to inflict
some serious harm. Remember that mantra of mine? No bird is too big or too perilous to remove
from the nets? Colleagues have indicated my voice can carry quite well throughout the park. Allen
was not very far away and this time [ decided there were far better banders than I to deal with this
magnificent bird. | yelled. Allen. Carl and Steve responded. | never let on exactly what type of
hawk was in the net although [ knew the guys probably felt it was a female Cooper’s Hawk. Not. |
closed the tramline ofT just in case this Rl had any ideas. In seconds all three stood around this bird
without saying a word. Then, | restated my cry more sofily, “I told you this was a big bird!™ Allen,
Carl & Steve were able to remove the R'T from our nets without damaging one thread on the tram!
Now that’s teamwork. I have this wonderful visualization in my mind of Steve walking to the other
end of the park carrying the RT past empty picnic tables and a few hardy nature lovers in late fall
smiling the entire time and loving every bit of his excursion to the closest hawk blind since we did
not have a scale big enough to weigh our hawk. This day is one we will all remember.

Our season has ended for the passerines and | find myself strangely amiss. Not quite knowing what
to do with our weekends and not finding any satisfaction with houschold chores and errands. The
other day I was outside filling our huge tube feeder with seed for the backyard birds when under my
feet and over the tops of my boots scurried a field mouse. This industrious little creature had
tunneled himself several paths to the feeder to pick up dropped seed. Safe from the scrutiny of any
hawk eyes yet still able to dig up a meal. 1 so yearned to hold anything in my hand using the bander's
grip | considered, *He’s rather cute. 1 wonder if [ should hold him?™ | began to bend down. This one
thought slowly emerged, “Am | so pathetic that | now must attempt to hold every creature outdoors in
the bander’s grip?” No, I'll just go back indoors, open up the cage and place Tim our Zebra Finch in
the bander’s grip, occasionally, now and then or once a week. Geez, how long before Fall Migration
20037

Articles for publication, with a preferred maximum length of two pages in font 12, should be
submitted in a Word document as an email attachment or on a diskette. Please do not number pages.
Photos and drawings would be appreciated.

Items from other sources and publications are acceptable. provided that permission for use in the
OBBA newsletter is included with the submission.
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Photo by Wendy Grava Photo’s by Carl Pascoe

ONTARIO RAPTOR AUTHORIZATION

Dave Okines

As you all know, in order to band birds in Ontario you need a banding permit from the Banding Office in
Ottawa (CWS). But did you also know that, apart from accidental captures, if you intend to band Birds of
Prey (including Owls) and also non-migratory birds, you need to have in addition to vour normal CWS
banding permit, an ‘authorization' from the Ministry of Natural Resources? This authorization from the
MNR is called a 'wildlife collector's authorization'. The authorization permits the capture and possession of
wildlife for educational and scientific purposes under the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act. Before
beginning a banding project concerning these species. you need to apply to the MNR for this authorization.
The processing of the authorization once it reaches the MNR can take 6-8 weeks. so you need to apply well
before you intend to start your banding project. In the case of bird banding, a copy of your banding permit
should be submitted with an application for the wildlife scientific collector's authorization. This application
should be submitted to the Ministry of Natural Resources district where the banding will take place. In the
case where banding is proposed to occur at a number of locations that involves more than two districts within
one of MNR's regions, the application should be submitted to the office of the Regional Director of the
appropriate region. Banding activities within the South-central Region should be submitted to the Regional
Director, South-central Region, Ministry of Natural Resources. 300 Water Street. Box 7000, Peterborough,
Ontario K9J 8M5, attention Barbara Card, Applications that propose banding activities that could occur in
more than one region, should be submitted to Deborah Stetson. Manager. Wildlife Section, Ministry of
Natural Resources, 300 Water Street, Box 7000, Peterborough, Ontario K9J 8M5. When banding is
proposed that may involve a species that is vulnerable, threatened or endangered (VTE), advice will be
sought from the Senior Biologist, Rare Threatened and Endangered Species and the appropriate Recovery
Team for that species. A list of VT species can be found at MNR's website hitp//swww.mnr.gov.on.ca.
The MNR application form is a two-page form and is available from the MNR offices. The form # is
FW1030 (02/99).
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The Newsletter is published three umes a year, m Junuary, July and November, by the Ontario Bird
Banding Association. Deadlines for receiving material for publication are January 16, July 1
and November 1. Material received after the deadline will be held over and considered for

inclusion in the next issue.

The objectives of the Ontario Bird Banding Association are the study of omithology, especially by
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means of banding and other marking techniques; the promotion of amithological investigations and the publication
of scientific and educational papers pertaining (o these subjects, particularly within the Province of Ontario; and co-
operation with organizations with similar objectives.

The views and opintons expressed in this Newsletter are those of each contributing author and do not necessarily
represent the views and opinions of the Ontario Bird Banding Associntion or its management.
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