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1999 ANNUAL MEETING

Emie Rogers

"[‘hinvﬂvc members and guests attended the 1999
Annual Meetng ar the Mountsberg Community
Centre on February 27, 1999,

Minutes:

e  The meetng was called to order at 9:40 am. by
the President, John Miles. After his opening ce
marks attendees introduced themselves

® John Miles presented the President’s Report.Since
the last Annual Meeung the Assocation had ob-
tained charitable status; a selecton of nets and
equipment is being stocked for sale o members;
the Association had sponsored the Cabot Head Bind
Observatory, and Labiity Insurance & now avail-
able to affiliated bird observatories and banding
stanons m Ontano,

e David Shepherd moved ““That an additonal category
of membesship be instituted by wserting the word
Life between the words Regrder and Homorzry in
(Tause 2, paragraph 1 of the Constitution; and by the
addition of a new pasigraph  after  the  exsting
paragraph 1 m Clause 2, “Subyedt lo the approval of the
Eoaudive Commtter, any person sgporting the olyects of the
Assoczation may beome a Life Member upon applcation in
uriting to the Membershep Seretary and payment of the Life
subseripieon’”;, and by nsernng the words and Life
between the words [Honarary and Members m Clause 3,
and by mserting the word [zt between the  words
Regrelar and and Homorary in Clause 77

The monon was seconded by Cathy Rogers.

*  David Hussell then proposed an amendment to the
ongnal motion, seconded by Enc Machell, “That
the exssting first three sentences of Clause 3 of the
Constitution be replaced by the words Erery member,
except Honorary and 1sfe Membery shall pay to the

Auocation an annwal subsoiption, 12fe Members shall pay
ane sbsoriplion as @ sngle payment or up to fowr installments,
Annual and Life subscriptions shall be determined from time
to tme af a Spezal General Meeting or at an Annwal
Crenerad Meeting. A4 such a meettng , vanons qafegortes of
Regular or Institutional membershipy may be estabbshed or
amended and corresponding annwal swbseriptions determined,
The unnnal subscriptions shall be payable. e advance. on
January 1t. each year"

The monon was carred

(Continued on puape 2)

NABC REPORT
Paul Prior

Fur those of you who are at least occasional trav-
ellers in cyberspace and, more specifically, familiar
with Birdband Listserve, messages posted on the web
i February 1999 might have given you some reason
to pause for thought. These postings raised some very
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(1999 ANNUAL MEETING-Continued from poge 1)

David Shepherd moved “That the Life Subscap-
tion be one payment of $400.00 or four annual
payments of $100.00". Seconded by David Hussell.
The motion was carned.

Erc Machell moved “That the Constitution be
amended by changing the last sentence of Clause
9 1o read The Editor of the OBBA Journal, the Editor
of the OBBA Neusletter und the Representalive of the
Banding Office shall be ex-officio members of the Exeon-
tive Committee, as shall any representative atpornted
sander Clanse 16 of this Constitution {ry an observatory or
established banding station”. Seconded by David
Shepherd. The mouon was caroed.

David Shepherd presented the Treasured’s Report
(Appendix 1) and moved that the Report be
adopred. Seconded by Bryan Wyart The motion
was carned,

David Shepherd moved “That Bryan Wyatt be
appomted auditor for the 1999 fiscal year”, Sec-
onded by Sylvia van Walsen. The motion was
carned.

The following slate of officess for the 1999 Board
of Directors was presented by Eric Machell.

President John Miles

Past President Eric Machell

1" Vice President David Brewer

2" Vice President Audrey Heagy

Recording Secretary Emie Rogers

Treasurer and

Membership Secretary  David Shepherd

Directors ar Large Cathy Rogers
David Lamble
Jon McCracken
Phil Roberts

There beng no other nominanons, Enc Macheil
moved that the slate of officers be accepted.
Seconded by Enca Dunn. The motion was carmied.
John Miles presented the fisst part of his devilish
Bied Quuz.

Elizabeth Kellogg presented the Toronto Bird
Observatory Report. It mcluded slides of the
BTO operation on Mugg's Island at which 1055
birds of 68 species were banded m the sprng of
1998 and 1153 birds of 62 species were banded in
the fall of that year. A tomal of 411 Hermat
Thrushes, 100 moce than the previous high, were
banded and an all-time high of 272 Golden

Crowned Kinglets. An ASY male Amernican Redstart
banded in May 1994 was recovered m Cuba by
Geosge Wallace on February 13, 1996.

Audrey Heagy presented the Cabot Head Bird
Observatory Report with slides of the exisung
facility and the site of the proposed location for
which plans are under way.

Paul Pror presented the Mughaya Marsh Report
with slides of the location. The number of species
and sub-species provided him with an excellent
leaming opportunity and he recommended every-
one to volunteer to spend time there.

Lucie Métras presented the Report from the Bird
Banding Office. See Appendix 2.

David Hussell made a presentation 1o Marshall
Field of the ongnal deawmg by Glen Loates thar
llusteated Marshall’'s 1965 arucle i Opzaro Bird
Burding on Ageing and sexing Blue-winged Teal
Erica Dunn reported on the status of the At of
Canadsar Bird Banding Recoverter, See Appendix 3,
Mary Gustafson, our Keynote speaker, was intro-
duced by David Shepherd.

Mary reviewed her past and pasent work expenence
Referring to the “new” Pyle, she urged banders to
use it and get familiar with it and to publish theic
own data in peer-reviewed journals. She dlustrated
her cemarks an Pyle with slides showing molt
limts etc. and ended by stressing that banders can
help direct the future of banding by participating
and responding to requests from the BBL and
BBO for nformation and opmnions .

Mary was thanked by Eeic Machell and Jon
McCracken who each presented her with 2 gift of
Ontano maple syrup.

David Brewer introduced Martin Wernaart who
was then presented by John Miles with the Janette
Dean Award for 1999 for lus service to banding
during 29 years at Mountsberg Conservation
Area.

John Miles gave the answers to his devilish Bird
Quiz and Chardes Francis received a round of
applause for getting top score.

John Miles conducted the Bucket Raffle Draw
Roy Smith was introduced by David Brewer.

Roy gave an illustrated talk on the East Asun
Flyway. His experiences duning the 80 Mile Beach
Wader Count and while working under extreme
conditions at the Broome Bird Observatory i
north westem Australia in 1998 were enjoyed by
the audience.

(Contimued on page 3)
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(1999 ANNUAL MEETING-Contnued from page 2)

Roy was thanked by Paul Pror.

¢ The meenng adjouned ar 5:25 p.m.

Photo: Ermie Rogers

Martin Wernaart receiving the 1999 Japette Dean Award
from OBB.A President John Miles,

(NABC REPORT - Continued from page 1)

real concems about a seemingly mystenious organtza-
tion, the NABC. Reading those messages you would
have been forgiven for guessing that NABC was an
acronym for "Nasties Against Banding Clubs" when
in fact 1t stands for a somewhat less sinister organiza-
non: the North Amencan Banding Council.

The OBBA has maintained a presence on this council
since its inception in 1994, mninally through Jon Mec-
Cracken, and then, when Jon stepped down, through
myself. So it's about nme that you, the membership
I'm represennng, are all put propery in the picture as
to what the NABC 1s doing nowadays! On Marcch 5
this vear | attended the Counal meetnng in Archbold,
FL, and can report here that, despite a rather low
profile in the past few years, the NABC is alive and....,
well, if not exactly kicking it is at least tapping people
on their shoulders. The low profile is unfortunately
what initiated the aforementioned flurry of concern on
Birdband where various authors, intimidated by the
prospect of what was being called by some "the
banding palice", quite nghtly clamored for more infor-
maton. However, that low profile was a conscious
cffort on the part of the NABC to try not to run
betore 1t could walk.

The Council has some very definite objecaves in the
realm of improving the standard of bird banding 1n
North America, pamanly through the mination of a
continentally standardized certificauon procedure that
it is hoped might eventually be adopted by the Bird
Banding Lab in its permit isswing process. Quite an
ambitious proposal on such a huge continent where so
many diverse research projects are being undertaken
from coast to coast by such a vast and varied flock of
amateurs and professionals. It was, | think, the Coun-
al's recognition of the sheer magnitude and, perhaps,
hubns of their chosen task that caunoned them to
mamnmamn a low profile unul they acrually had some-
thing to show for all their meetings and behind-the-
scenes hard work. The meeung on March 5 was
something of a watershed for the Council since 1t was
essential that results were seen to be on the verge of
realization after almost 5 vears; certainly, through the
dogged determination of the Council's committees, it
looks as if 1999 is poing to be the vear when the
NABC at last has something to show for itself.

There were 17 people at the Archbold meeung and
Canada was well represented with a total of four
attendees; Brenda Dale for the Society for Canadian
Ornithologists, Randy Hicks and Norman North for
the waterfow! banding arm of the CWS, and mysell
for the OBBA. The previous meeting was in St. Louis,
MO, in 1998 - one of these days it would be great if a
meeting could be hosted in Ontario, the meetings are
open and banders are welcome to attend to observe
proceedings. In  previous meetings  four  sub-
committees had been formed: (1) Certfication and
Evaluation, chaired by Jerry Jackson; (2) Truners, chaired
by Mary Gustafson; (3) Publications, chaured by C.J.
Ralph; and (4) Outreach, chaiced by John Tautin. At
Archbold, each of these standing commuttees mel
carly in the day to review progress and then reported
to the Council meeting.

One matter in particular gave the whole meeung a
greater sense of urgency than might otherwise have
been the case, namely the imminent fall meeting of the
Interior Bird Banding Association in Ottumwa, 10,
where it is intended to conduct the first Certification
Process for banders and trainers. With this in mind it
becomes even more pressing for the vadous standing
committees to push ahead with their vanous allotted
tasks, Deadlines have been set for reviewing the drafts
of the manuals (Banders' Study Guide; Trainers' Study
Guide: and Study Guides for cach of Passennes,
Hummingbirds, and Raprors) prior to prinung in good
time for participants in the fall certification process in
lowa. Several of these manuals have drawn extensively

{Continued on page 3}
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GLEANINGS
FROM THE
INTERNET

Thc Raptor Informaton System is a keyword cata-
logue of 29,000 references about the biology and
management of binds of prey. It can be accessed at
bttp://www.ris.idbsu.edu

The latest correcnions, dated January 11, 1999, to
Pyle’s ldentsfication Guade to North Amercan Binds: Part | ace
avalable an Point Reyves Bied Observatory’s web site
at bttp://www.prbo.org/prbo

The Eastern Bied Banding Assoctation can be found at
butp://www.spectra.net/ ~ bpbird/

The web site for the Inland Bird Banding Association
s http://www.aves.net/inlandbba/

The Western Bird Banding Assocution’s web site 15
betp://www.pwre.usgs.gov/bbl/manunal/
wbba.btn

bands come closed on thun pliable wire. If you do not
refasten the string these bands can, and do, slide off
when not wanted and, being small, they can easily be
lost. A neat trick used ar the Ruthven field station of
the Haldimand Bird Observatory s to take an empty
35-mm film canster and dall or punch a hole in the
plastuc top of the cansster slightly bigger than the
small-sized bands. Most camster hds can be jammed
mto a smngle-hole paper punch with handles that look
like a pair of plies and which produce a nice clean
hole. Some people cut an “X" mn the camster lid
mstead of making a round hole. Place the stnng of
bands in the canister and pull the end of the wire at
the beginning of the band strng through the hole.
When you need a band, pull on the wire and a band
will come up out of the canister. If the canister gets
knocked over you will not have bands flying every which
wily. Some stations keep the canisters in a spice rack.

BANDING TIP
John Miles

any of the Onmano banding stations place their

working supply of bands on wire pins. These
pins, which resemble oversize safety pms, geneeally
hold a full strng of 100 of the commonly used smaller
bands. The wice used to make these pins has to be of
a reasonable diameter for the pin to hold its shape.
When you need to use @ band, you open the pin and
shide the band off  Most bands slide on and off with
ease but size "0" s a tight fit. Unfortunately the new
size "0A" bands are oo small to fit over any wire |
have been able to locate o make an acceptable pn.
The Boush-made "0A" bands came partly open on
plastic strngs which could be fastened o a pn and the
bands pulled off as needed bur the Amencan-made “0A™

EDITOR’S NOTES

I am sorry to record the recent death of Jim Wilson of
orset, Ontano. 1t s hoped to mclude an obiuary
in the next Nenuletter.

®  There was an error in the yellow leaflet distabuted
ar the Annual General Meeting in February. The
correct number 1o call 1o report recovered bands
15 1-800-327-BAND (1-800-327-2203)

NEWS AND NOTES FROM
THE OBBA EXECUTIVE

avid Shepherd, who has been the OBBA Treasurer

und Membership Secretary since 1997, has ge-

signed from the position on health grounds but would

like to remain on the Executive Committee The

Association’s chanmble status is largely due to David’s
efforts and in apprecuation of his expenence and

(Contimed vn page 3)

DATES TO REMEMBER

Fall Band-Out at Selkirk Provincial Park
Deadline for submissions for November newsletter

September 11, 1999
November 1, 1999
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(NABC REFORT-Continued from page 3)

on the work of Jon McCracken and Dave Shepherd in
the LPBO/CWS manuals roduced a few years ago

The Trainer Committee reported that the wutil selec-
tion of Tramers conducted through a system of peer
review and references had resulted in a base of 65
trainess on the panel; it was hoped that more would
came on board before the late May deadline but it was
also noted that, unavoidably, a degree of clustening
had occurred with a ather uneven distobution of
tramners across North Amenca. It s hoped that with
such a list of truners available o banders and aspuing
banders across the conunent, the standardized certifi-
cation process will result in rusing the quality of
banding. The list will eventually be made available
through the NABC web site.

For the foresecable future licensing and permitting
through the BBL will remum as 1 s at present. The
certification provided by the NABC will sumply re-
place or augmenr the present system of lettess of
reference. So, although the Council hopes to improve
the quality of banding practices, at the same tume it
itends to make the whole process as easily accessible
s possible to those with 4 genuine nterest anywhere
on the contnent.

In a nutshell, those are the recent developments at the
NABC Admittedly the organization is sull a lide
fuzzy at the edges bur this year should see it being
brought more into focus. The Council s at the last
stages of reviewing the manuals prior to prnting and
production and this fall's debut of the certification
procedure ar the Ottumwa meeting will hopefully
elicit enough response and cancsm (both positive and
negative, no doubr) for any fine muning to be carried
out prior to making the process available to all who
are wmtecested. What with the appearance of Pyle's
Guide and its acceptance by the BBL as the definitive
work, the formation of the Canadian Migration
Monitoring Network, and the imminent standardized
cenification procedures for banders of all abilities, this
really is a particulardy interesting time to be an active
bander in Ontano.

([EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE-Continued from page 4)

past hard work, the Committee has appointed him to
the position of 3ed.Vice President. Emie Rogers has
taken over the position of Treasurer and Membesship
Secretary and Loma Machell has agreed to act as
Recording Secretary.

CABOT HEAD KINGLET
RECOVERY

Audrey Heagy

he first foreign recovery of a bied banded at Cabot

Head, Onmrno has been ceported - and 1 s
certaunly an unexpected recovery, A Golden-crowned
Kunglet (hatch-year, male) banded ar Cabor Head
(45°13'N 81°17'W) on October 10, 1998 by Dave
Okines was recovered on November 27, 1998, near
Deeang, North Dakota (48°23°'N 101°03'W).
This recovery & exceptional for two reasons: kinglet
recoveries are few and far between, and to have a
kingler travel some 1400 km west from southem
Ontano to North Dakota in the late fall s, i the
words of Dave Brewer, "without precedent”

According to information to be published in the
focthcoming Atlas of Canadian Bind Banding Recovenes
(co-authored by Dave Brewer), between 1921 and
1995 there were a total of 12 recoveries involving
Golden-crowned Knglets which were banded or re-
covered m Canada. Fight of these recovenes ocourred
between 1955 and 1995, during which peniod just over
25,000 Golden-crowned Kinglets were banded
Canada (for pact of thss period many banders did nor
band GCKIs until the smaller OA band size became
available),

Considenng that m roml only 333 Golden-crowned
Kinglets were banded at Cabot Head n 1998, i s
indeed remarkable that one of them was recovered.
Morcover, a foreign-banded GCKI was controlled ar
Cabot Head on October 15, 1998, While noteworthy,
that recovery was less dramatic: that hatch-year male
had apparently been banded a few days eadiee by Ted
Cheskey at Cape Hurd, 30 km west of Cabot Head at
the northwestem tip of the Bruce Peninsula. [ am
confident i stating that no other bandmng station can
rival Cabot Head's recovery rate for Golden-crowned
Kinglets

As to why a bird at Cabot Head would head for the
hills - the Rockies that is - in November will cemain an
unsolved mystery. It should be noted that in Novem-
ber 1998 periods of exceptionally strong west winds
resulted in several birds (most notably Franklin's
Gulls) bemg displaced east of thewr normal mnges.
Muybe this bird liked flying mro a headwind?

My mitial tramn of thought regarding this recovery
capidly shifted from "How bigame " to "Is this for real?”

(Contimued on page 6)
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(CABOT HEAD RECOVERY-Continued from page 5)

The recovery report was from a government employee
and the band was removed so it does appear to be a
legitimate record and not merely a mistaken band
number (although | am checking further). Needless to
say | eagerly await the next recovery report,

John Miles and Mike and Chris Kimtber with Haldineand
Bird Observatory’s new tratler banding lab. See page 9.

Photo: Susan Kimber

PRINCE EDWARD POINT BO.
INTERIM SPRING 99 REPORT

Eric A. Machell

Abstract

rnce Edward Point Bird Observatory (PEPIBO)

has monitored bird migration in the vicinity of the
arca known as the Cedar Woods within the Prince
lidward Point National Wildlife Area for the five
vears from 1995 1o 1999, In these years the observa-
tory has been open from the second week in Aprl to
carly June. Monttoring has occurred daily by capturing
and banding migrant birds and by a census of all birds
in the area as well as by general observanons. From
this data an estimated total has been denved each day
of all birds passing through the arca,

General Report

PEPBO had its most successful spring to date n
1999. Mare birds of mare species were banded than in
previous years and the observatory had increased
volunteer support, pamcularly by people from within
Prince Edward County. It should be noted that there

was also an increase in the number of visitors to the
arca.,

The observatory opened on Apnl 10, was in full
operation daily from Aprl 11 to May 29 and the
station was closed on May 30, During this period the
weather was very good and banding was possible cach
day.

Migration during Aprl was steady and almost 1000
birds were banded. High totals for the month were
248 Golden-crowned Kinglets, 163 Slate-colored Jun-
cos. and 124 Ruby-crowned Kinglets. The peak migra-
non in Aprl occurred on the 15th. and 16th. when
165 and 146 birds were banded despite penerally
unfavorable wind conditions on these two days. These
totals include 83 and 18 Golden-crowned Kinglets,
and 32 and 64 Slate-colored Juncos respectively.

May 1999 was excellent for migrtion at Prance Edward
Point. ‘This was especially so dunng the fiest half of
the month when many migrants passed through. On
some days warblers 1 particular lirerally streamed
through the area. In the entire month over 2550 birds
were banded, and in the eight days from May 5 to May
12 the total was 1331; this number includes 358 on
May 7. It should be noted that the previous peak
migration occurred at the observatory from May 24 to
May 31, 1997 (1004 banded). This is a difference of
nineteen days in the migration pattern. The total of
1331 includes an amazing number of 619 Myrtle
Warblers, which is more than the observatory had
banded mn total 1n the previous four years.

Another comparison with 1997 is that in that year 884
warblers of 27 species were banded, which prior to
1999 was easily the highest recoeded. This year, 1320
warblers of 28 species were banded bringing the five-
year total to 3799 of 31 species.

The top ten species banded in spring of 1999 were
Myrile Warbler (619); Ruby-crowned Kinglet (274);
Golden-crowned Kinglet (253); White-throated Spar-
row (222); Shate-colored Junco (181); Magnolia Warbler
(137); Brown-headed Cowbird (124); Amencan
Goldfinch (92); Gray Catbird (20); and Yellow Warbler
(86).

Unusual Sightungs included Ferruginous  Hawk;
Yellow-breasted Chat; Golden-winged and  Blue
winged Warblers; several Northermn Parulas; and 2
Hooded Warbler. A small colony of Clay-colored
Sparrows was discovered 1n the arca.

Summary

The observatory opened on Aprl 10 and closed on
May 30, 1999. Forty-five people participated in the

{Continued on page 7)
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(PRINCE EDWARD POINT-Continued from page 6)

monitoring program, for a totl of 309 people-days. A
total of 3548 birds of 95 species were banded, giving
a4 banding total of 13,334 birds of 115 species for the
five years the observatory has been i operation

Conclusion

As stated carlier, this was PEPtBO's most successful
season to date. However, m discussion with other
Migration Monitonng Stations m Canada many have
experienced a poorer than average scason. This rein-
forces the need to continue to monitor bied migration
at several stations to have a full undestanding of
migration patterns, It also undedmes the fact thar the
Prance Edward Point Natonal Wildlife Area s a key
migeation staging post for songbirds i North
America, and thar PEPtBO has an important role n
the Canadian Migration Monitoring Nerwark.

Therefore 1t s highly desirable that the observatory
continues to operate in future years, at least m the
Apal and May time frame. Also, given that there is @
significant fall migraton through the area, an expan-
sion to a fall program should be considered, depen-
dent upon funding and other factors. As the fall
migaation s more prolonged than i the sprng, n
order to run a full program the observatory should
operate from at least mid-August untl the begmning
of November.

SELKIRK PROVINCIAL PARK-
SPRING 1999 REPORT

John B. Miles

he fourth year of operating n the spring at the

Selkirk Provincial Park field staton of the
Haldumand Bird Observatory commenced March 11
and ended June 7. Durnng this ume peniod, except for
one dav, the station was manned daly wath the band-
g effort taking place on 80 days. Twenty-four volun-
teers spent one or more days assisting with the nun-
ning of the station.

Fixcept for days of extreme adversse weather condi-
tions when banding was not carned out, the smuon
was manned for 4 mmnimum of 6 hours, usually from
a half-hour before sunrise.

Weather:
After a mste of winter as the station was bemng set up

mamly warm and quite dry. Vegetation growth was
accelerated by about two weeks for the second sprng
in 4 row. On most days, lintle rain occurred during the
momings with little disruption of netting activity. On
only one day did the smuon not operate due 10
weather although operations were restricted on a few
other days.

The warm, dry conditions of the second half of May
created the same conditions as in the spring of 1998
with little if any fallout, resulting in a2 ceasonable
variety of birds but no aumbers.

Location:
The Selkick field stavon has operated m the same
location i the southwest comer of the park smce it

was stacted in 1996, The census route and study area
remain the same,

Banding Equipment:

Banding was carried out using 17 mist nets, 3 ground
traps and a Jay trap. The same net lanes used i the
sprngs of 1996, 1997 and 1998, were used agan. The
changes m net locanons done late last fall 1o improve
coverage of the birds moving through the area and
create u cucular net run, was continued. This setup
wis used this spring although the long chamn net lane
was expanded to 7 nets to give better coverage at the
cast end of the chain where many bieds pass from the
pnes across an arm of the marsh o the hardwoods to
the nocth. After five banding seasons of expenment-
ing with net locations it appears we have finally
achieved the best possible setup. The number of
ground traps used was 3, as well as a “portable” Jay
trap.

Migration:

After a very quiet March, Golden-crowned Kinglets
arrived en masse on April 3 resulting i an extremely
busy day with 126 birds banded, of which 111 were
Golden-crowned Kinglets. This flight continued unul
the 6th. with 257 buds banded dunng this four-day
period. The next small wave occurred on Apal 15
when 33 bids were banded of a general mixture. The
next small wave was on Apnl 22 with a repeat on
Apul 24 The penod from Apal 29 to May 7 was the
bustest ever encountered at ths station. Dunng ths
nme-day period 634 birds were banded. Duly banding,
totals varied from « low of 34 on April 30 10 a high of
152 on May 5. A second wave in May occurred from
May 11 through to May 15 with a high of 70 buds
banded on May 15 After May 15, daily banding totals
never exceeded 29 bieds,

A total of 186 species of buds were recorded m or
from the study area dunng the study penod. Noteworthy

(Continued on page 8)
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(SELKIRK REPORT-Continued from page 7)

SPECIES 1996 1997 1998 | TOTAL
Willow Flycarcher 1 1
Blue Jay 2 1 3
Black-capped Chickadee ) 9
Wood Thrush 1 1
Amencan Robin 2 1 3
Cirav Catbied 2 2
Yellow Warbler 7 | 8
Northem Cardinal 2 1 3
Rose-breasted Grosheak 1 1
Amencan Tree Sparrow 1 1
Song Spurrow 2 0 8
Shate-colored Junco 1 4 5
Red-winged Blackbird 1 3 !
Brown-headed Cowbird 1 2 1 4
Balumore Onole 1 3 4
Amencan Goldfinch 1 7 8

birds included 4 siphtngs of Great Egrets, up to 5
Little Gulls together, a Pileated Woodpecker and a
White-eyed Viceo. A Yellow-breasted Chat, a
“Brewster's” Warbler and a Clay-colored Sparrow, all
of which were banded, rounded out the noteworthy
birds.

Banding Results:

In the spang of 1999, 1998 birds of 75 species were
banded at Selkirk Provincal Park. In addition, one
hvbad, a "Brewster's” Warbler, and one additional
race, a Gambel's White-crowned Sparrow, were
banded. Most numerous birds banded in the spring of
1999 weee White-theoated Sparrow  (306), Golden-
crowned Kinglet (269), Ruby-crowned Kinglet (151),
Shate-colored Junco (124); and Hermit Thrush (103),
Four species were banded for the fisst time at Selkirk
m the sprng of 1999: Great Crested Flycarcher; Aca-
duan Flycatcher; Northem Rough-winged Swallow;
and Clay-colored Sparrow. As well, an Acadian Fly-
catcher was separated from the “Trmill’s” complex. A
complete lisung of the burds banded s shown on page
10 with the 1996, 1997 and 1998 results for companson.
Retraps:

Retraps are birds banded but recaptured at the same

location within 90 days of being banded. In the fall of

1998, 191 birds were retapped one or more days after
bemg banded. Some of these buds were regulady
retrapped, with some as many as 3040 umes.

Returns:
Retums are birds banded at the banding site in prior
banding scasons. In the spring of 1999, 68 birds were

reteapped which were retums. While most of these
were resident or nesting birds i the area, the recap-
ture of 5 Slate-colored Juncos, an American Tree
Sparrow and a Willow Flycatcher are noteworthy.
The chart on the top of this page shows the specics,
the year banded and the number of birds retrapped
from that banding year.

Foreign returns:

Foreign retums are birds captured and released that
were banded at other banding statons. This sprng,
2 Gray Catbird banded at the Long Poiunt Old Cut
field station on September 23, 1998, as a HY bied,
sex unknown, was retrapped on May 29,

Recoveries:

At ime of writing, no birds banded at Selkick have
been reported recovered at other locations this year
Visitors:

Sixty-two visitor-days to the banding site were
recorded in the spring of 1999, The Nocfolk Freld
Naturalists, members of the Dunaville Public School
Green Club and a Brownie Pack from Simcoe were
given banding demonstrations

Acknowledgements:

I would like to extend my appreciation to Parks
Ontario, the Long Pomt Region Conservauon Au-
thority and the Park Contractor, Hans Lutz, for
permission to band mn the park. This project was
financially supported by the James L. Bailie Memorial
Fund of Bird Studies Canada with funds rased

(Cantinued on page 9}
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(SELXIRN REPORT - Continued from page 8)

through the annual Baillie Birdathon; the Hamilton
Naturalists’ Cluby, the South Peel Field Naturalists; the
Ministry of Natural Resources CWIP program, and
the Haldimand Bird Observatory’s frends and mem-
bers whose mdividual donations were greatly appreci-
ated. These mcluded bird bags, 3-ring loose-leaf
binders, Timbits and umely cash donations. Goods
and services were also provided by Craddock’s
Garage, Capital Equipment Renmal and Sellark Provin-
cial Park.

An especial thanks for armnging the acqusition of a
travel trader go to John Whitford, who then, along
with Heather Whitford, spent hours making the neces-
sary alteratons 1o convert the truler nto a banding lab
and then made the slow, rough trp 0 pur the trader
on site for the fall migranon. (See photo on page 6)

Fially, the volunteers without whose assistance the
station’s operation would have been very difficulr
1— 2 weeks: Chns, Sue and Mike Kimber

Jum Smath

Dave Woodward

Tom Ford

Tom Crooks

Floyd Deiter

Dave Don

Valda Hicks

Brian Housen

Nom Jackson

Ann Miles

Jamie Miles

Lorerta Moussean

A6 days:
1-3 days:

George Pond
I'red Shantz

Marr Sdverthome
Alex Smuth

Gerta Smiuth
Heathee Whitford
John Whitford
John Womick

(Contrauad on page 160)
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SYNTHETIC FLYCATCHERS

David Brewer

reat Crested Flycatchers are well-known for thesr

propensity for incorporating cast snake skins in
their nests. Recently | was banding a brood of young
Great Cresteds in a nest-box on the property of Dr.
Richard Reader in Puslinch Township, and was in-
trigued to find a piece of transparent plastic duct tape
about ¥4" wide and 4" long in the nest.
In fact it looked exactly like a snake skin. The use of
man-made materials for nests is of course 2 common
phenomenon, manifesting itself in some extreme ex-
amples like 2 dove constructing 4 nest entirely of small
pieces of barbed wire, or 2 Canyon Wren with 600
artifacts varying from paper clips to thumb-tacks n its
nest
What is next? Polyester Baltimore Ogoles?

Artwork: Irene Mcllveen
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(SELXIRK REPORT-Continued from page 9)

Birds Banded at Selkirk Provincial Park

SPECIES §1996 | s1997 | s1998 | f1998 | 51999 | TOTAL
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 1 18 20
Cooper’s Hawk 1 1 1 3
Amencan Woodcock 3 1 4
Moummg Dove | 8 1 9 19
Black-billed Cuckoo 1 3 4
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 1 |
Eastem Screech-Owl 1 2 3
Long-cared Owl 1 1 1 3
Northern Saw-wher Owl 12 12
Whip-poar-will 2 2
Red-belbed Woodpecker 1 |
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 2 1 4 7
Haury Woodpecker 2 1 3
Downy Woodpecker 1 5 1 10
Northem (yellow-shafted) Flicker b 5 5 3 3 24
Easterm Wood Pewee ! 3 1 10
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 5 3 12 6 26
Acadun Flycatcher 2 2
Alder Flycatcher 1 1
Willow Flycarcher 2 4 6
Teall’s Flycatcher 5 Rl 4 5 8 26
Least Flycarcher 16 26 3 + 12 61
Eastemn Phoebe 1 1 2 2 1 7
Great Crested Flycatcher 1 1
Eastem Kingbird 2 2
Northern Rough-wmnged Swallow 2 2
Blue Jay 2 8 7 10 11 38
Black-capped Chickadee 7 14 12 48 11 92
Eastern Tufted Titmouse 1 1
Red-breasted Nutharch ! R 1 1 7
White-breasted Nuthatch 1 1 1 3
Brown Creeper 1 39 10 H 30 127
Caroluna Wren 1 1 2
House Ween 10 12 2 10 18 52
Winter Wren 5 17 21 31 20 04
Marsh Wren 10 3 1 1 15
Golden-crowned Kmnglet 17 63 73 201 269 623

(Conttnued on page 11)
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(SELXIRK REPORT-Continued from page 1))

SPECIES s1996 | s1997 | s1998 | 11998 | s1999 | TOTAL
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 35 121 150 169 151 626
Veery a1 48 22 17 54 162
Gray-checked Thrush 13 7 1 42 O 79
Swainson’s Thrush 04 73 35 06 37 275
Hermut Thrush 54 43 65 51 103 316
Wood Thrush 14 20 14 14 32 94
Amercan Robin 37 76 60 10 50 239
Gray Catbird 1 42 38 29 56 306
Brown Thrasher 3 3 2 2 9 19
Cedar Waxwing 3 9 8 20
European Stading 3 1 1 1
White-eyed Vireo 1 |
Blue-headed Vireo 1 3 2 O 5 17
Warbling Vireo 2 2 1 5
Philadelphu Vieeo 2 1 3
Red-eyed Virco 7 1 20 | 29
Blue-winged Warbler 2 l 1 1
Brewster's Warbler 1 I
Tennesee Warbler 1 6 7
Orange-crowned Warbler 1 1 2 7 1 12
Nashville Warbler 22 11 3 46 15 97
Yellow warhler 70 27 10 12 26 145
Chestmut-sided Warbler 8 6 2 2 O 24
Magnolia Warbler 06 103 24 89 61 343
Cape May Warbler 2 2 4
Black-throated Blue Warbler 13 14 3 33 18 81
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler 269 16 9 56 19 399
Black-throated Green Warbler 2 3 3 1 1 12
Blackbumumn Warbler O 4 10
Pine Warbler | 2 1 K
Western Palm Warblet 43 20 4 28 3 100
Bay-breasted Warbler 1 1 2 2 6
Blackpoll Warbler 1 1 15 17
Black-and-white Wacbler 7 12 3 13 10 45
Amencan Redseart 13 28 O 30 3 82
Ovenbird 24 95 18 29 52 218
Northem Waterthrush 3 2 13 2 22

(Contined on page 12)
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(SELKIRK REPORT-<Conttnued from page 11)

SPECIES 51996 | s1997 | s1998 | f1998 | s1999 | TOTAL

Louwsmna Waterthrush 1 1
Connecucut Warbler 2 2
Mourmning Warbler 5 10 2 6 8 31
Common Yellowthroat 33 60 27 18 42 180
Hooded Warbler 1 1
Wilson's Warbler 12 23 5 6 11 57
Canuda Wathlee 13 O 1 11 11 55
Yellow-breasred Char 1 l 2
Scader Tanager 1 1 2
Northern Cardinal 12 12 7 4 7 52
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 6 4 1 7 1 22
Indigo Bunting 3 3 1 2 9
Fastern Towhee 2 1 3
Amencan Tree Sparrow 8 30 22 9 09
Chupping Sparcow | = 2 2 3 15
Clay-colored Sparrow 1 1
Field Sparrow Rl Bl 2 2 O 18
Vesper Sparrow 3 1 4
Savannah Sparrow 1 1
Fox Sparrow 1 3 2 1 7
Song Sparow 24 67 62 56 67 276
Lincoln’s Sparrow 23 33 27 1 45 132
Swamp Sparrow 14 16 25 17 45 147
White-throated Sparrow 12 137 171 37 306 693
White-crowned Sparrow 4 23 20 6 24 77
Gambel’s White-crowned Sparcow 1 |
Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco 49 7 114 157 124 521
Red-winged Blackbird 29 14 27 10 80
Common Grackle 1 1 3 3 36
Brown-headed Cowbind 12 24 15 21 72
Balumore Onole 10 23 9 11 13 06
Purple Finch ! | 2
Amencan Goldfinch 16 16 12 8 41 93
House Sparrow 1 1
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 1261 1653 1222 | 1637 | 1998 7171
FOTAL SPECIES 73 76 72 80 75 105
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The Newsletter is published three times 4 year, in January, July and November, by The
Ontario Bird Banding Assoctauon. Deadlines for receiving material for publication are

January 1, July 1 and November L.

The objectives of The Ontano Bird Banding Association are the study of omithology,

P

especially by means of banding and other marking techniques; the promotion of omitholog-

ical investigations and the publication of scientific and educational papers pertaining (© these subjects,

pacticulady within the Province of Ontario; and co-operation with organizations with similar objectives.

The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of each contributing author and do not

necessaily represent the views and opinions of The Ontatio Bird Bunding Association or its management,
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APPENDIX 1

ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION

TREASURER'S REPORT
FOR THE YEARS ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1997, 1998
1897 1668
RECEIPTS
Memberships 1780 1525
Donations 235 2388
Grants - 7800
Birdathon 8 141
U.S. exchange 2 53
Bank interest 7 0
Annual General Meeting 375 238
Mist nets - 3123
Janette Dean Fund 202 325
TOTAL RECEIPTS 2628 15894
EXPENSES
Journal/Newslettars 888 170
Postage 491 321
Office Supplies 152 81
Annual General Meeting 200 368
Cabot Head Bird Obsesvatory - 7200
Mist nots . 5404
Miscellansous 241 1027
Janette Daan Award - 68
Grants - 787
TOTAL EXPENSES 1871 15445
Receipts over expenses 657 248
Balance Forward, 1 January 5136 8383
Closing Balance, 31 December 6363 6612
Less: Janette Dean Fund 1227 1484
ACTUAL BALANCE, 31 DECEMBER 5138 5128
Memberships 108 104
Audited and found comrect
P 2= bate: 2.5 FERB 79

David Okines

Nota' Totals may not agree exactly due to rounding.



APPENDIX 2

1998 SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES
BIRD BANDING OFFICE
Canadian Wildlife Service
100 Gamelin, Flull PQ
K1A OH3
e-mail: BBO_CWS@ec.ge.ca
tel: 819-997-1121
fax:819-953-6612

1. 1-800 toll free line and bands. (1-800-327-BAND)

In 1998, the full implementation of the 1-800 program continued. More band sizes now have the
1-800 toll free number engraved on them: it covers sizes 0,1,1B, 1A, 3B, 5, 6, 7A, 7B and 8. The
plan 1s to have all new bands mn all band sizes produced with the 1-800 number in the coming few
years. Nevertheless we will maintam at the BBO, small quantities of bands without the 1-800 toll
free number but with a complete postal address, as requested by banders who have projects in Latin
Amencan countries.

It seems that the biggest difficulty at the present time 1s to find good band makers who can produce
a stock of bands as needed, in the sizes requested, and can ensure at the same tme good quality
control dunng production.

In 1998, at the Bird Banding Office in Canada we have continued to have all calls from the
Province of Quebec redirected to our office to be able to answer in the language of choice of the
callers. For all other provinces, calls are answered directly at Laurel, Maryland, by a small group of
operators in place at the BBL and with the backing support of an answenng service (first year) who
take the overflow of the calls dunng peak times of the week and over the weekend.

Our small scale expenience with Quebec callers may help another effort in the making: having a
small group hired in Mexico to answer in Spanish or English all calls coming from the different
Mexican states in an effort to improve the band recovery rate from Mexico.

In the fall of 1998, BBL started issuing a new and more envirconmentally fnendly Cernficate of
Appreciation. Picture and text have been redesigned to reach out to all finders of banded birds and
not anymore specifically to waterfowl hunters,

We have receved very good comments from the general public who have received it.
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-the consultation letter was sent out to 800 active banders in Canada. A similar mailout was done
the USA.

-As of January 31, 1999, I have received 40 replies from Canadian banders. Most are very positive
about the approach to have banding data released immediately after full verification and
acceptance at BBL and to have the Bird Banding Offices promote banding ethics in the use of the
data, via specific provisions in the policy to users. Nevertheless, a small fraction of the respondents,
from the scientific community and wildlife agencies, have mised some concerns regarding:

a) how to protect endangered species/ sensitive species/ species under provineial junsdiction;

b) posting data on the Intemet which may provide maximum exposure but does not
necessanly equate to a better use of the data;

c) potential ncreased mischief was cited, especially in the case of net surfers who could
provide /report false band recovery mformation or i the case of net surfers just looking for
names and addresses for purposes unrelated to banding birds;

d) landowners who see that banding locations at nesting sites are publicly released may refuse
access to these sites on their land because of perceived future threats to privacy and
autonomy once these locations become know to others.

I do not have a summary of the comments received from US banders but T do know that they did
not have too many respondents either and that there were some concerns raised by agencies about
sensitive species and long term banding projects.

The next step is for both banding offices to review all comments, and to redraft part of the policy
as needed. This has not been inttated yet but is due sometime this spring,

4. Other changes which will be yimplemented at the BBL resulting from the work of Task Forces
o 1 : rele . ' Report i 199

-Electronic Data management: BBL is i the process of developing a new database and computer
system based on a client server model to replace the HP system mn use. The new system will be used
to maintain the historical banding and recovery database and to allow communications and
transactions by banders via the Intemet. This will imply shifting from primarily paper to primanly
electrome means. BLL 1s rargenng mud 2001 for a complete transition of systems.

BBO web site is at: hup://www.2ec.ge.ca/cws-scf/nwre/ bbo/index.html and covers the
latest Memos to Banders: how to apply for a banding permut and forms to fill; Bander Code of
Ethics; AOU list of species with alpha codes and recommended band sizes; reference to some
training material available. The development of the site should soon allow banders to download
Band Manager, the program in development to produce banding schedules, and should include a
good list of mnteresting web sites links.
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If you have any comments or questions about our web site please let us know. We are also looking
for better pictures/slides of banded birds to use on our site. If you are interested, contact Lucte
Métras (819-997-4213).

BBL web site is at: http:/ /www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bbl/ and 1s linked with our web site. Currently
this site includes revised band size lists, longevity records, total of birds banded and recovered by
species; a banded bird recovery information form; access to the Bird Banding Manual volume one,
many links to other sites; colour marking schemes for specific species and much more. To be
included soon: requests for banding data; access to policy and procedural information on
permits/applications, to order bands, access of traning and technical materials.

A bera version of the program s currently being tested by several banders, with different needs, in
the USA and in Canada. We expect to release a finished version i the spring of 1999, This program
will give banders a chance to use a universal data entry and submission program all across NA. The
program will be available for IBM PC users and Power Mac users. If everything goes well, we
expect that after a year of implementing the first version of Band Manager, no longer will either
banding offices support the current programs offered to prepare computenzed banding schedules.

Band Manager will enable banders to manage their band inventory; to enter and edit therr banding
data: to import banding data from other databases; to store and edit recapture data for their own
uses to add fields of data for specific projects; to produce summary reports, including the Note for
File and the Banding Location Table for the Canadan Bird Banding Office; and to produce
electronic banding schedules which could be sent as an attachment of e-mail, through an ftp site or
via the BBL web site.

Band Manager will include a comprehensive user manual, online help and extensive code reference
and checks.

Band Manager 1s bemg developed:

-keeping in mind the year 2000 requirements,

-with the idea that will we no longer need to produce/maintain paper schedules,

-with the capability to accept changes to banding location precision (from 10" to 1' precision in one
or two years when the BBL new computer system can accommodate this level of precision),

_to allow for additional information to be included in the banding record e.g. how aged, how sexed
(when the BBL new computer system can accommodate this level of information).



6. North American Banding Council (NABC)

The NABC had its 1998 annual meeting in Saint Louis, Missoun in early April, along with the
North Amernican Ormthological Conference.
NABC participated in the poster session at the conference as well. (copy of the poster is available).

NABC is continuing to develop a bander training and certification program at 3 levels: assistant,
permittee, and trainer levels, for all groups of species banded in North Amenca and is preparing
training manuals to serve as reference matenal for traners and prospective banders.

NABC was sceking incorporation and this is reality in 1999. NABC is now an incorporated non-
profit organization representing organizations whose members utilize banding as a tool.

In Canada at the present time we have 5 representatives on the NABC:

Brenda Dale, representing the Society of Canadian Omithologsts,

Paul Prior, representing OBBA,

Norm North and Randy Hicks from CWS and representing the Intemnational Association of Fish
and Wildlife Agencies,

Lucie Metras (ex-officio member representing the Bird Banding Office).

NABC has committees working on:
Preparation of training reference matenals
Publications of the matenals

Bander certficaton /evaluation process
Outreach program

Tramers standards and designation

For more complete information, please go to the NABC web site:
http:/ /www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bbl/resources/nabc.htm



PENDIX

The Band R easin) : i

The passerine volumes of the “Atlas of Canadian Bird Banding Recorertes, 1921-95", by A.D. Brewer, A.W. Diamond,
E.]. Woodsworth, B.T. Collins and E.H. Dunn, are neanng completion and should be published in 1999 by the
Canadian Wildlife Service. The authors are amateurs and professionals who have worked together to produce the
first comprehensive banding report in North America.

This monumental work, which has taken 20 years to bnng to fruition, summarizes available nformation on birds
either banded or recovered in Canada. Each spectes account has a map with lines connectng banding and recovery
locations: a map showmng where the most banding effort was in Canada; a table summanzing recovenies (ncluding
mean distance moved and mean tme between banding and recovery); text discussing the pattems of recoveries; and
a list of up to 15 particularly mnteresung or illustrative recovenes.

The text for the passerine volumes is nearly done (just tying up a few loose ends), and the maps should be
completed by summer. These 2 volumes will be prnted as a set, in the CWS series "Oaustonal Papers”. We are
hoping to provide it free to all banders, and at the very least the Banding Office will distribute information on how
to get hold of a copy.

Volumes covering other species will be produced when ready. The seabird volume may be finished within the year,
while raptors and waterbirds (excluding waterfowl) and perhaps shorebirds, should be ready by the end of 2000.

Erica Dunn
Canadian Wildlife Service



