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2000 ANNUAL MEETING

Lorna Machell

Thiny-six members and guests attended the Annual
Meeting at the Mountsberg Community Centre on
Febrary 26, 2000,

MINUTES

* Regstration for the meeting commenced at 9:00
am.

* The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by
the President, John Miles,

BUSINESS MEETING

1. Introductions of all present were made at the start
of the business meeting,

2. John Miles gave the President’s Report.

(a) Liability Insurance is now available to all
member Bird Observatories and most of the
observatories are taking out insurance under
the policy. The insurance is available to band-
ing organizations but not to individuals.

(b) Wing rulers in 6" and 12" sizes are avail-
able from OBBA and can be purchased from
Dave Lamble.

3. Treasurer's Report.

Ernie Rogers presented the 1999 Financial
Statement (prnted copies distnbuted to attendees),
The financial report s set forth in two state-
ments as there was a change of Treasurer
during the year, and for a period of tme two
bank accounts existed until completion of
sign-off and transfer of books to the new
Treasurer. (See page 9 for 1998/1999

comparison statement).
Ernie Rogers reported in 1999 there were two

wvestment funds held by OBBA, for the
following;

i) Life Membesship Fund

i) Janette Dean Fund

Moved by Eric Machell, seconded by Bob
Hubert that the 1999 Financial Statement be
adopted as presented. Motion carried.
Ermie Rogers nominated Bryan Wyatt
be appointed as one of the auditors for the

year 2000. No other nominations were
received. Bryan Wyatt declared as an auditor

(Continseed on page 2)
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(2000 ANNUAL MEETING-Continued from page 1)
for 2000 by acclamation.

4. Election of Officers and Directors.

Eric Machell presented the nominations for
Officers and Directors. Further nominations
were requested from the meeting. No further
nomunations were received. Eric Machell
moved, and David Hussell seconded |, that the
following be declared Officers and Directors
by acclamation:

President John Miles

Past President Eric Machell

1st. Vice President David Brewer Photo: Ernie Rogers

2nd. Vi_cc President Audrey Heagy David Hussell receiving the 2000 Janette Dean
Recording Secretary  Lorna Machell Award from OBBA President John Miles.

Treasurer/Memb.Sect.  Emie Rogers
Directors at Large Cathy Rogers

David Lamble

Jon McCracken

Phil Roberts

The following appointees had agreed to serve
again.

Cathy Rogers Newsletter Editor

John Miles  OBBA Representanve to Long

Point Bird Observatory

Lucie Métras  Banding Office Representative to
OBBA

EDITOR’S NOTES

Welcome to ten new members: Jul Wojnowski of
Port Rowan; Jerry Farrel from Lewiston N.Y;
Loretta Mousseau from Cayuga; John and Marg
Whitford from Port Dover; Neil Taylor from
Kitchener; Kenneth Walton of Port Sydney; and
Brian Joyce from Courtice. Bran Ratcliff of
Thunder Bay has rejoined OBBA, and Antonio
Salvadori of Guelph has rejoined us as a Life
Member,

5. No other business was presented to the Meeting,
Enc Machell moved that the business meeting be Banders and would-be banders are needed to assist
adjourned, with a bird migmation study in the Cabot Head
OTHER AGENDA ITEMS Important Bird Area on the Bruce Peninsula from
. Band Manager demonstration by Sandy Dobbyn AUBTAE 2 Shoeph oo D5 Tade
d Jul Wojnowski experience is not necessary (training can be
o > ’ provided). On-site accommodation is available
2. Station Reports by: at the Cabot Head Research Station.Contact
Long Point Bird Observatory Audrey Heagy at 519-439-7694 or by e-mail at
Thunder Cape Bird Observatory abeagy@kwic.com.
Report from the Banding Office Volunteers are always welcome at Selkirk Provincial
3. Erica Dunn gave a report on the Band Recovery Park, Ruthven Park and Rock Point field stations.
Atlas. Contact John Miles at 519-587-5223 or by ¢-mail
4. Keynote Speaker - Mr. Jerald J. Farrell, Lewiston St pilm@inicoons foernos infoimition,
N.Y. In the December 1998 Newsletter, Paul Prior
5. David Hussell gave a presentation on “100 Years gave an account of his expedences at Mugaha
of Banding.” Marsh near Mackenzie, B.C. Vi Lambie of the
. . Mackenzie Nature Observatory is looking for
&, Jance £ peesentect o Divid Eusiell long-term volunteers at Mugaha Marsh for the
7. A successful Bucket Raffle was held.

Annual General Meeting concluded at 4:00 p.m.

fall banding season. If you are interested, contact
Vi by e-mail at lambie@uniserve.com 1o get more

information.
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THE 2000 PER EGRINE
FALCON SURVEY

Brian Ratcliff

he American, or anatum, Peregrine Falcon was

one of the first species designated under
Ontario’s new Endangered Species Act in 1977.
Percgnines disappeared as a breeding species from
Onmario and most of southern Canada in the early
1960s as a result of DDT contamination. A National
Recovery Team was put in place, and a National
Recovery Plan was developed to assist with the re-
establishment and recovery of this endangered species.
Recovery efforts have been underway across Canada,
including Ontaro, for over 20 years. This has included
the release of over 500 captive-reared peregrines at
hacking sites in both northern and southern Ontaro
since the late 1970s, While the status of peregrines has
been upgraded from endangered to threatened nation-
ally, in Ontario the Peregrine Falcon is sull considered
an endanpered species. The Peregnne Falcon first
began nesting again in the province in the mid-1980s,
and since then the population has shown gradually
improving signs of recovery annually. In 1999, there
were over 30 occupied nesting territories in Ontario,
including 23 confirmed territorial pairs and 21 con-
firmed nesting attempts, from which over 50 young

fledged.

Ontario takes part in the national peregrine survey
which is conducted every 5 years. Results from this
survey present a nanonal pictures of the status of the
Peregrine Falcon across the country. The next national
survey will take place in 2000. The objective of this
survey 1s to locate and monitor all Peregrine Falcon
nesting activity throughout the province. The results
of the 2000 survey will be very important in helping to
assess the appropriate status for this species in
Ontario.

Photo: Ernie Rogers

Jobn Miles presenting Jobn Whitford with a painting
of a Northern Harrier by Barry Kent McKay. Jobn
Whitford was the successful bidder for the painting in
the recent Haldimand Bird Observatory's Silent
Auction.

In northern Ontario, Peregrine Falcons nest on high,
steep cliffs, often overlooking large bodies of water.
These cliffs are usually, but not always, in remote
undisturbed sitwatons. In southern Ontano, some
peregrines have established territories 1n urban
centres, and are nesting on tall buildings. Wildlife
observers are asked to watch for and report any
signs of nesting activity by Peregrine Falcons
during the March - August nesting period in-
cluding signs of an occupied territory, a territorial pair
or a confirmed nesting attempt, and information on
the number of young fledged.

The goal of the 2000 survey is to locate and monitor
all Peregrine Falcon nesting activity in Ontano in
2000. To achieve this goal, the support and
co-operation of birders, hikers, naturalists, fishermen,
canoeists, and other outdoor recreationists is re-
quested. If you observe possible Peregrine Falcon
nesting activity during the nesting season, please contact
your local Ministry of Natural Resources office or
participating nammlist organization. The most impaortant
observation details include:

® the specific location

e identification features of the bird

e information on the number of eggs and/or young
® any information on bands or band numbers, and

e the behavior of the bird(s)
(Continued on page 4)
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NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE
EXECUTIVE

At the June 11 meeting of the Board of Directors,
a motion was approved to consider applications
for grants to OBBA members of up to two hundred
dollass to purchase equipment for new banding
projects.

Ten copies of written applications, not 1o exceed two

pages in length, should be submitted to Loma
Machell, Recording Secretary, by December 31, 2000.

(PEREGRINE FALCON SURVEY-Continued from page 3)

Information may also be submitted directly to:

Project Peregrine, Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources, Northwest Region, 435 James Street
South, Suite 221, Thunder Bay, Ontario P7E 6S8.

Tel: (807) 475-1127
Fax: (807) 473-3023
e-mail: ted.armstrong@mnyr.gov.on.ca

More information on the 2000 Peregrine Falcon
Survey can be obtained from Ted Armstrong at the
telephone number or ¢-mail address shown above, or
contact Brian Ratcliff at Project Peregrine, Thunder
Bay Field Naturalists, tel: (807) 768-8408, or by e-mail
at brat@norlink.net

Natice of Collecti

The Ministry of Natural Resources is collecting com-
ments and information regarding the Peregrine Falcon
Survey under the anthority of the Endangered Species
Act.Comments will become part of the public record
and will be used to help make management decisions
for the Pecegrine Falcon. Under the Freedom of Infor-
mation and Protection of Privacy Act, personal infor-
mation will remain confidential unless prior consent is
obtained. This information may be used by the
Ministry of Natural Resources to seek public input on
similar natumal resource management surveys and pro-
jects. For more information about the Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act, please
contact Dave Jackson at (807) 475-1581.

D

GLEANINGS
FROM THE
INTERNET

I Iave you vsited OBBA’s web site lately? Keep in
touch with your fellow banders on the discussion
page. The web site can be found at:

bttp://sites.netscape.net/tntcomm/obba/OBBA btm

¢ The home page of omithologist Chris Otahal
relates to banding, with several interesting links. It
can be found at bttp://my.treeway.com/birdstudies/

® Everything you need to know about bluebirds can be
found at www.cosswinds.net/~ bluebirdguide/
with hundreds of links to other bluebird sites This &
a co-operative Istserve between the North American
Bluebird Society and the Comell Laboratory of
Omithology.

®  Save 25 sq.fi. of min forest land. The site sponsors
pay for your donation so it's free for you. Go to
btp://rainforest.care2.com/  Also sign up for
the free Race for the Ram Forest.

SPRING BAND-OUT AT
PRINCE EDWARD POINT
BIR D OBSERVATORY

Ernie Rogers

he Spring Band-Out was held on Sunday May
21at the Prince Edward Point Bird Obser-
vatory in Prince Edward County.
OBBA members Chades, Cecelia and Fiona Francis,
Brian Joyce, Eric Machell, Cathy Rogers and I enjoyed
the event with 31 birds of 15 species banded.

Nashville Wacbler Canada Warbler
Wilson’s Warbler Amencan Redstart
Yellow Warbler Magnolia Warbler
Gray Catbird American Robin
Eastem Kingbird Blue Jay
Mouming Dove Baltimore Oriole
Lincoln’s Sparrow Traill's Flycatcher
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher

(Continued on page 5)
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BAILLIE BIRDATHON 2000
Cathy and Ernie Rogers

ur OBBA 2000 Birdathon, our first Baillie
birdathon n fact, was undestaken during a trip to
Point Pelee on May 5.

Making the most of an eady start to the day, we
started at the Tip to catch the overnight arrivals. Then
we worked our way up the west side and moved over

to do the Shuster and Tilden's Woods Trails.

Later in the moming we drove to the mudflats to the
north of Hillman Marsh, where there was a good
varety of shorebinds.

Retuming to the park, we walked around the Massh
Boardwalk and scouted the trees at Blue Heron. Back
to the Visitor’s Centre for a look at the sightings book
to see where we should head next, then off again to do
the Woodland Trail. That was quiet so we soon left
there to retuen to Tilden's. From there we moved to
the Delauner Trail.

In the eady evening, with sore feet and aching necks
we decided to call it a day and headed for dinner at
Paula’s Fish Place where we picked off our last two
species at the feeders in the garden.

In terms of numbers of birds, things were noticeably
quiet but we ended up with 89 species, less than we
had hoped for but which provided us with a busy and
mteresting day.

A big “Thank you” to our sponsors, It was fun and we
urge other members to participate next year.

(SPRING BAND-QUT - Continued from page 4)

With a change in the weather, on the following
day 149 birds of 34 species, incdluding 16 species
of warblers, were banded. On May 23, 82 birds
of 30 spedies, including 19 species of warblers,
were banded. - Editor.

D

IN MEMORIAM —

FRAN HUBERT

Cathy Rogers

Il is with regret we record the death on March 6, 2000,
of Fran Hubert. Fran and husband Bob were members
of OBBA from its early days. For 17 years they shared
the positions of Treasurer and Membership Sccretary,
retiring from the Board in 1997.

Many members attended the funeral and a card expressing
sympathy was sent on behalf of the Association.

FALL BAND-OUT:
HOLIDAY BEACH MIGRATION
OBSERVATORY

he fall Band-Out will be hosted by the Holiday
Beach Migmtion Observatory on September 9,
2000.

As the band-out will be held at the same ume as the
Festuval of Hawks, there will opportunity to join hawk
watchers on the tower, browse displays and attend
demonstrations, as well as visiting the banding station.
Bring family and friends and have a great day out.
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To reach Holiday Beach Conservation Area from hwy.
401, exit about 25 km west of junction 13 onto
southbound Howard Avenue (county road 9). Drive
south about 22 km then tum west on hwy. 20 to
Malden Centre. Tum south and the Conservation Area
will be on your right after about 1 km. Contact OBBA
director Phil Roberts if you need more information.
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BILL MCILVEEN RETIRES AS
JOURNAL EDITOR

Cathy Rogers

Dt. W.D. (Bill) McIlveen stepped down as Editor
of Ontario Bird Banding at the 2000 Annual

General Meeting.

Bill became an OBBA member in 1980 and joined the
Board in 1986. He was Recording Secretary from
1987-1992 and took over as editor of the journal for
the 1989 issue and remained as editor for the next
eleven years. He feels that now ss the time for someone
else to take over the job.

Bill has many interests and has been mvolved i
numerous bird monitoring projects since 1982, inclu-
ding being Regional Coordinator for the Spanish Region
of the first Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas (1982-1985),
Forest Bird Survey from 1987 and Massh Bied Monitor-
ing from 1994, both to the present day Since 1978 he
has been a participant every year in one or more
Chrstmas Bird Counts and has either initiated or
taken part in many other monitonng projects ncluding
birds, amphibians, reptiles, trees, wasps, butterflies
and moths, etc.

A letter of thanks has been sent to him by the Board,
on behalf of the OBBA.

® A Chipping Spacrow, ASY-U, banded by Emie
Rogers at Pinery Provincial Pack on May 22, 1999,
was found dead on January 26, 2000, in Umatilla,

Georgia.

BANDING HIGHLIGHTS

Tree Swallow, banded as a nestling by John Miles
on June 30, 1996, NE of Lucknow, Ontario was
recovered on April 19, 2000, in Fenton, Louisiana.

REDPOLLS AT MOUNTAIN
CHUTES CAMP

Barry Kinch

E January 2000 the Timiskaming Banding Group
tarted a new banding site at Mountain Chutes
Camp in Kenabeek. After receiving my banding per-
mit in December 1999, the plan was to start a long-
term study of feeder birds in northeastem Ontario. All
our banding was done at our kitchen feeders and the
number of birds surprised us all. After a slow January,
the number of redpolls, especially Common with a
small percentage of Hoarys, started to grow quickly.
In February we banded 300 Commons and 3 Hoarys,
and March produced 808 Commons. By mid-April the
numbers had just about disappeared but we had done
624 Commons and 4 more Hoarys. By the time we
had seen our last redpoll of the winter we had banded
1777 Common Redpolls and 11 Hoary Redpolls.
Some of the birds were renetted up to 15 times over
the winter, with the longest known resident here for 2
months and 23 days, although most burds were never
seen a second time, seeming to show a constant
tumover in numbers. Bruce Murphy also banded 444
redpolls at Hiliardton Massh and 355 at Gillies Lake,
giving us a total of 2576 for the area.

(Continued on page 7)
DATES TO REMEMBER
Fall Band-Out at Holiday Beach Migration
Observatory (see page 5) September 9, 2000

Bird Studies Canada Annual Meeting and BirdFest

at the Royal Botanical Gardens, Burlington

Deadline for submissions for November newsletter

October 1, 2000

November 1, 2000
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(REDPOLLS-Continued from page 6)

The number of redpolls banded could have been
much higher but periods were taken off due to a lack
of bands. We would like to thank all those who came
to our rescue with whatever bands could be spared.
The high number of birds was totally unexpected.

Black-capped Chickadees were also of major interest
1o us at camp. On our Project Feederwatch counts, we
had seen up to 15 at a ime without ever knowing the
total number in our area. We banded 23 new birds
from January until April and had retuens of 98 birds
that had been banded here by Bruce Murphy over the
last 2 years. This totaled at least 121 Black-caps at the
feeders for the winter. Most of these birds were
resident or retumed to our feeders for the winter,
being seen up to 12 times with very few captured once
more. In 1998 we banded 69 in 5 momungs, of which
34 retumed this year. In 5 momings in 1999, we
banded another 81 of which 64 retumed in 2000. The
next few yeas should give us a real idea of the carrying
capacity of our small area.

Near  the end of April,
the number of  Purple
Finches started  to
grow  and we ended up
banding 448. Of note
was a refum of a Dbid

banded at our feedess m April 1999 and a foreign
retrap of a bird banded 4 years before near Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania.

Of special interest were 3 Northern Shrikes that we
banded. The first one was a leaming experience that
left 6 bloody fingers, but the next 2 were much easier.
The highlight of the season was a Lark Sparrow that
we banded on May 7. We had seen it the day before
and were fortunate to have it retum to our nets at the
feeders.

After the snow left, we moved a couple of nets into
our back yard and away from the feeders.

This summer we also plan to start banding Canada
Geese that have been nesting in our yard for the past
5 years. There are few, if any, records of geese nesting
in the Timiskaming area.

To date (mid-June) we have banded well over 3000
birds of 48 species.

Hopefully the next few years will give us information
on feeder site-fidelity and the retum of feeder-oriented
migrants. We are also looking forward to some studies
on age, and the carrying capacities of our area.

Artwork by Irene Mcllveen

ON BECOMING A BANDER

James A. Smith

been leaming about banding from John Miles
ince the eady 60's when at the age of 17 [ visited
the Hamilton Naturalists” Club and met a man called
George North. Mr. North introduced me to John
Miles, I managed to talk my parents into allowing me
to go to the Dundas Massh where John was banding
blackbirds. Thss was a top from Dunnville nto foreign
lands leaving my parents without a vehicle. It was, in
my view at the time, tremendously unfair that my
parents would not allow me to go every Saturday. As
it was, I was able to visit only about three times but
the excitement of seeing a large flock of blackbirds
hitting the net, and in some cases almost putting it
over, stayed with me. I remember taking birds out of
the net well into the night only to later face parents
who had stipulated that I be home before dark.

I wanted to be a bird bander. 1 looked into how one
became a bander. First you had to be 18 and that was,
in my mind, a long ways away. Second you had to
have two banders willing to certify that you knew what
you were doing in relation to identification of species.
I had already shown that I wasn't too knowledgeable
with a bird that John insisted I should know. At the
time a Brown Creeper was exciting to see on a tree
and impossible to identify when someone was waving
it under my nose. "Look at the beakl Look at the
taill", I remember John telling me. Who else could 1
get to teach me about birds and to certify that T knew
anything? Dunnville, as far as | knew, had one bird
watcher and that was me so hooking up with someone
who could further my birding knowledge seemed
pretty hopeless.

In the spring of 1998 I heard that a banding station
was being mun at Selkirk and decided to take a group
of pupils out to see how things were done. When I
found out that John not only welcomed visitors but
also actually encounaged them to come back, T was
hooked. Saturdays were the day that I went out to
leam and to help. I found handling birds and extract-
ing birds from the net relatively easy but I became all
thumbs and nervous as I tried to band birds and take
wing measurements. Through the fall of that year I got
better but I still managed to make every mistake
known to bird banding and probably invented a few
more. John never got to the point where he said that
it might be better if I found another hobby. He got
exasperated when I got all the data down on the page,

(Continwed on page 8)
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(ON BECOMING A BANDER-Continued from page 7)

weighed the bird and let it go only to find that the next
band on the string was the one that the newly released
bird was supposed to be wearing. He sighed when
fumbly fingers allowed 2 bird to escape before any of
the data could be collected. "But I did get a band on."
He wondered about my intelligence when on banding
4 Sharp-shinned Hawk and concentrating on not re-
ceiving any lasting talon impressions in my own hand
and/or other body pars 1 looked up at John and
asked, "And how do you tell the hatch year from the
second year?" It seems that the noise [ had been
hearing while banding the bird was John explaining
exactly what I had just asked. The look of absolute
astonishment was wonderful to see. "I just told youl",
was the curt reply.

I approached the acquidng of banding skill the same
way I approached any course that I took. The fact that
a week would go by without practicing the skills
meant that some of the facts would fall out of my
head. Which band does a Junco wear? So 97 is a little
large for a Junco wing? The Long Point sheet with the
birds in alphabetical order and the band size and the
code and the Pyle page helped me a great deal
Granted on a busy day there wsn't time to look things
up but the source s available.

Using Identification Guide to North American Birds
by Peter Pyle was a leaming curve all on its own.
Without actually using the book on a nice quict
aftemoon, with no bird in the hand, means that most
of the text is incomprehensible to the normal peson.
Making it comprehensible required the purchase of
the book and finding on the last page of the book
“Some Abbreviations and Interpretations”. An invalu-
able banding tool that I no longer want to be without,
but I am still climbing the leaming curve.

Once I had approached John about the possibilities of
getting 2 banding sub-permit 1 had to see if another
bander was willing to accredit me. All the time while
banding at Selkirk, I had been hearing about the other
Haldimand banding station at Ruthven, just north of
Cayuga. Ihad met Rick Ludkin and he had invited me
over to Ruthven. This was a great leaming experience
since it also showed me that some things can be done
i a slightly different way and still be acceptable. Both
stations have many things that they do the same but
variations do exist. Keeping track of the birds caught
in which nets was at fist a terdble bother. 1 soon
realized the value of keeping track of net statistics for
someone like myself who might think one net is doing
poody just because of not remembering what had

been caught from day to day. It was at Ruthven that T
was allowed to be the bander in charge at a banding
station. This was not before T had spent weekends
with cither Loretta Moussean or Rick. Through the
shared time I leamed a great deal from both people.
The ‘on my own’ weekends with my family helping,
made me realize how much is expected and how busy
it can be when you get even a moderate hit of birds. 1
survived and I loved it. Rick and John signed my
application to get a sub-permit and so in the fall of
1999 I finally accomplished what T had wanted to do
at the age of 17. Is my leaming complete? Not by a
long ways but the joy of something new in the net and
continued learning will not be easily quenched.
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ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS

EOR THE YEARS ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1998 AND 1999

REVENUE
Memberships
Donations
Grants - Cabot Head B.O.
Birdathon
Bank mterest and exchange
Annual General Meeting
Mist nets etc. - Sales
Insurance
TOTAL REVENUE

EXPENSES
Journal/Newsletters
Postage
Office Supplies
Annual General Meeting
Cabot Head Bird Observatory
Janette Dean Award
Insurance
Mist nets etc. - Purchases
Grants
Miscellaneous
TOTAL EXPENSES
Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenses
Balance Forward - January 1
Less Janette Dean Fund/Life Membership Fund
Plus: Accounts Receivable
Less: Accounts Payable
NET BALANCE @ DECEMBER 31

Memberships

Signed: é}-/""

Date 4««.:1 h Zovo

Note: Totals might noe agree exacily due to rounding.

1998 1999
51,525  $2.960
713 268
790 6100
141 0
53 52
238 5
323 4383
0 24
$15693  $16,353
70 1546
321 634
81 479
388 159
7200 6018
68 o4
0 486
5404 2663
787 0
1027 2487
$15,446  $14,534
247 1819
6363 6612
43 (2924)
2540
(3200)
$5,126  $4,847
104 107
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John Miles, Box 449
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The Newsletter is published three times a year, in January, July and November, by the
Ontario Bird Banding Association. Deadlines for receiving material for publication
are January 16, July 1 and November 1. Material received after the deadline will be held

over and considered for inclusion in the next issue.

The objectives of the Ontario Bird Banding Association are the study of ornithology,

AP

especially by means of banding and other marking techniques; the promotion of omithological investigations
and the publication of scientific and educational papers pertaining to these subjects, particularly within
the Province of Ontario; and co-operation with organizations with similar objectives.
The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of each contributing author and do not
necessarily represent the views and opinions of the Ontario Bird Banding Association or its management.
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