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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL OF THE OBBA — 1 MARCH 1997
Elizabeth Kellogg, Recording Secretary

The 1997 Annual General Meeting of the Ontario Bird Banding Association was held at the Mountsberg
Conservation Area, Campbellville, Ontario on 1 March 1997.

1. After registration, the meeting was called to order by Vice-President, Dave Shepherd. The first order
of business was to organize lunch, since pizza was being ordered in.

2. Everyone present introduced themselves.

3. The President’s Report was presented as a letter from Eric Machell sent from Cuba (where he is
banding this winter) which was read by Dave Brewer.

4. The Treasurer’s Report (see p. 3) was presented by Fran Hubert, who moved that it be accepted as
presented. Seconded by Charles Francis. Carried. Fran reported that she is preparing a home page for
the World Wide Web for the OBBA and asked for updated information from all member stations.

5. The following slate of officers were presented for the OBBA Board of Directors for 1997:

Eric Macneii
Martin McNicholl

President
Past President

1st Vice-President

2nd Vice-President

Recording Secretary
Treasurer/Membership Secretary
Directors-at-large

Newsletter Editor
Journal Editor

It was moved by David Hussell that this slate of officers be accepted.

Carried.

Roger Frost
Audrey Heagy
Ernie Rogers
Dave Shepherd
Dave Brewer
Lucie Métras
John Miles
Paul Prior
Audrey Heagy
Bill Mcllveen

Seconded by Charles Francis.
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Announcements were made about;
Bucket Raffle

6.

°

L Back issues of the OBBA Journal are available for sale

° Roger Frost will again be the official Birdathoner for OBBA

® David Hussell has newsletters from several bird observatories available.

7. Station reports:

L] Bob Hubert reported from Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station. It has now been in operation 28
years with 68,000+ hawks banded. 1996 was a low year.
° Mark Wiercinski reported for Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory. This is a new station which

started in 1993 with the assistance of Nigel Shaw under the Toronto Bird Observatory permit. It is now
operating independently.

8. Dave Brewer presented his Mystery Bird Quiz, this year in the form of slides.
9. The report from the Banding Office was presented by Erica Dunn on behalf of Lucie Métras (see p.
4). Erica also requested reviewers for the banding recovery atlas to update records from 1975 to 1995

(see OBBA Newslerter 42(1): 2).

10. Lunch break, during which several hawks and owls were banded and released. These were birds
which had been captured at Pearson International Airport.

11. Results of the Mystery Bird Quiz.

12. Keynote Speaker was Dr. Vern Thomas, University of Guelph, speaking on "Lead Poisoning in
Waterfowl". He was introduced by Dave Brewer and thanked by Dave Shepherd.

13. We were treated to some commentary on the early days of banding in Ontario. David Hussell read
from some old records and showed a videotape which had been made from film taken by Bill Wasserfall.
Bill was one of the founders of the OBBA and its first secretary. Marsh Field presented some slides of
banding at Pelee and Long Point which dated from the 50s and 60s.

14. Janette Dean Award: Dave Shepherd presented the second Janette Dean Award to a very surprised
Bill Wasserfall.

15. Dave Brewer showed some slides of capturing techniques of Great Gray Owls.
16. A special presentation of a painting of King Eider ducks was made to Bob and Fran Hubert by
Elizabeth Kellogg. Bob and Fran have acted as Treasurer and Membership Secretary for the OBBA for

17 years and are now stepping down.

[Editor’s note: Fran and Bob asked me to mention in the newsletter how much they appreciated this
wonderful gift. AEH]

17. Bucket Raffle draws were made.

18. The meeting adjourned.
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TREASURER’S REPORT: For the years ended 31 December 1995 and 1996

Fran Hubert
RECEIPTS 1995 1994
Memberships 2,060 1,853
Birdathon 100 178
Donation 80 380
U.S. exchange 31 S
Bank interest 14 22
Annual General Meeting 344 338
Janette Dean Fund 1,000 150
Total receipts 3,629 2,965
EXPENSES
Journal/Newsletters 1,438 1,039
Brochure 148 -
Postage 527 369
Office supplies 74 115
Annual General Meeting 264 251
Janette Dean Award -- 125
Bank charges 2 --
Total expenses 2,453 1,899
Receipts over expenses 1,176 1,066
Balance forward, 1 January 3,465 4,641
Balance in bank, 31 December 4,641 5,707
Less Janette Dean Fund 1,025
Actual Balance, 31 December 1996 4,682
Memberships 119 112

Audited and found correct, Dolly Field, 18 January 1997.
BANDING HIGHLIGHTS

Dave Martin, Fanshawe Conservation Area, London, ON reports the following multi-year returns:
® Yellow Warbler, banded 21 May 1992 as ASY M, retrapped 20 May 1993 and 23 May 1996 (6+
years).

® Yellow Warbler, banded 13 May 1994 as AHY M, retrapped 19 May 1995 and 22 May 1996 3+
years).

® Gray Catbird, banded 14 May 1993 as AHY U, retrapped 23 May 1996 (4+ years).

® American Robin banded 14 May 1993 as AHY F, retrapped 19 May 1994 and 9 May 1996 (4+
years).
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NOTES FROM THE BANDING OFFICE FOR THE OBBA AGM
Lucie Métras.

Here is a summary of the key activities that the Canadian Banding Office has been pursuing during this past
year.

Bander Training

The North American Banding Council (NABC), officially formed in 1996, has taken over the task to
overview the development of standard training materials for all the different groups of birds being banded
in North America and the implementation of certification procedures at various levels for trained banders.

During the first year, training guides were prepared for banding passerines and raptor species, as well as
a general trainer guide. The Canadian banding guides were used as a prototype because all NABC
members agreed that they were excellent training guides, especially for training to band passerine species.

We are meeting for a second time at the end of March to review the drafted materials, to discuss further
how to assess the bander’s skills learned through training and to ensure standard training. At this meeting,
we will also identify other groups of species for which training guides will be initiated in 1997.
Waterfowl Banding training video

As some of you are aware, Norman North, from the Canadian Wildlife Service, Ontario Region, has taken
the lead to produce a waterfowl banding video to train new waterfowl banders and field assistants. At this
time, many volunteers in Ontario, the Prairies, Quebec and the Maritimes have contributed to the making
of the video. A first draft is available. It includes ageing and sexing methods and trapping techniques for
most waterfowl species. The identification of hybrid ducks and use of wing collections to complete the
bander training will be added to the video in 1997.

If you wish to obtain a copy of this first version of the video, contact Norman North at 519-681-2194 or
the Bird Banding Office. OBBA will shortly receive a copy that it can circulate also as needed.

Band reporting through the 1-800 toll-free telephone number (1-800-327-band)

Last summer, the U.S. Banding Lab received the funding and approval to implement a toll-free telephone
line to report bands from anywhere in North America. Itis operated from Laurel, Maryland. For all calls
answered, the recovery information is entered immediately in the banding office databank and the certificate
of appreciation is prepared whenever a match is found with the banding information.

The access was made available for the opening dates of the waterfowl hunting season in early September
1996. We have not yet received the final report on the reporting rates of bands through the 1-800 number,
but preliminary counts are indicating a large increase in the reporting rate of waterfowl bands between late
September and mid-December 1996.

After this first year of experience with the 1-800 number, we are aware of some problems that need to be
solved as soon as possible. First, this telephone number has to be publicised to reach the non-game
banding groups, associations, observatories and the general public. Second, the system in place in Laurel
to receive the telephone calls, needs to be improved to take more calls at once and to accommodate the
callers after working hours and during weekends. Finally, annual assessments on the reporting rate changes
must be prepared for the first 3-5 years after implementation of the toll-free number.
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At this time, bands of the sizes 7A, 7B and 8 are available with the 1-800 number engraved in addition to
the postal address. As much as feasible, in the near future all band sizes will be manufactured with the
1-800 telephone number engraved if this can be done without confusing the band number.

Banding Permit Issuance Policy

Starting in 1997, some changes are proposed for two aspects of the Banding Permit Policy:

® Permits will be issued for a period of 3-5 years for permit renewals with experienced banders/groups,
for long-term projects, and for permit holders who have kept their permits in good order.

® Animal Care Committee (ACC) approval will still be mandatory when using most auxiliary marking
devices but it will entirely the responsibility of the bander to ensure that the approval from an ACC has
been received (presently, the Banding Office must receive the ACC approval before issuing the permit).

Cornell Nest Box Network (CNBN)

The Cornell Nest Box Network (CNBN) is a continent-wide project aiming to study the biology of cavity-
nesting birds such as biuebirds, Tree Swallows and House Wrens. This project consists of many smaller
sub-projects. Four of the sub-projects focus on getting information on a variety of issues of scientific
interest such as: variation in clutch size, use of calcium by birds, blowfly parasitism, use of feathers by
Tree Swallows for lining their nests. Anyone in North America who has access to nest boxes can
participate in these four projects.

The fifth sub-project focuses on dispersal and involves people already banding or willing to learn how to
band and recapture Eastern Bluebirds and Tree Swallows. 1997 will be the first year for this project and
it has been limited to New York State participation because it involves instructing many individuals to
faithfully band and recapture species. Cornell is providing workshops to train participants to band and to
record information to ensure the proper monitoring and data collection. For more information you can
contact Tracey Kast at Cornell Lab of Ornithology, email: cnbn@cornell.edu

Recent CWS Documents of Interest to Banders

The following CWS documents were available at the AGM and are available from the Banding Office:
® A revised complete list of recommended band sizes for all banded species in North America (to be
inserted in the Banding Techniques manual, Volume 1, Part 5).

® Summary of recordings of bandings and recoveries (encounters) for each species in our historical
banding database. If you have a request, contact the Banding Office or send in a data request form.
Latest Memos to Banders (Summer and Winter 1996)

Breeding Bird Survey newsletters (Spring 1996 and Winter 1997)

The Canadian Breeding Bird Survey, 1966-1994, CWS Progress Note # 210.

Framework for Landbird Conservation in Canada, March 1996

Canadian Landbird Monitoring Strategy, September 1994

Bird Trends newsletter, Fall 1996

Please contact us for any request or comments you many have:

® For permit renewal, colour marking, application of new permits, data requests, computerized schedules,
please contact: Ann Demers, tel: (819)-994-6176, email: ann.demers@ec.gc.ca

® For band orders, band delivery, reporting band recoveries/sightings, data requests, forms and other
supplies, please contact: Louise Laurin, tel: (819)-997-1121, email: louise.laurin@ec.gc.ca

® For any other concern you have, please contact Lucie Métras (Monday to Thursday), tel: (819)-997-
4213, email: lucie.metras@ec.gc.ca

® The Canadian Banding Office fax number is (819)-953-6612.

Have a safe and excellent banding season.
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Janette’s Legacy

The shortness of Janette’s list of publications is momentarily surprising, but also somewhat misleading.
As an educator, she was no doubt inclined to encourage others to put pen to page (or fingers to
typewriters and keyboards) and bury her own contributions to the literature within the publications of her
daughters and other members of the Ottawa Banding Group. Moreover, I suspect that she was the author
of several anonymous articles in the Ortawa Banding Group Newsletter and anonymous sections of annual
reports in Ontario Bird Banding. She was certainly responsible for the good publishing record of OBG.

Janette’s longest-term legacy will presumably be the Ottawa Banding Group and its work. The banders
she trained or helped to train constitute the most significant aspect of this legacy, especially as they in
turn train others. Both her daughters, Joanne Dewey and Tracey Dean, are not only active banders, but
are also involved in bander education. After moving to Prince Edward County, Joanne began to give
banding demonstrations at Presqu’ile Provincial Park. After moving to New Brunswick, Tracey was
instrumental in opening a new banding station at the end of the St. Croix River Estuary, with public
education and a MAPS site operation both included within its first full year of operation. She now
coordinates one of the Eastern Bird Banding Association’s flyway report regions, starting with the fall
1992 report. Surely the description of Janette as the "dearest friend" of her daughters in a newspaper
death notice (Ortawa Citizen 8 May 1993: H10) is the most wonderful tribute that offspring could make
to a parent.

The second part of this article will be published in the next issue of the newsletter.

MORE BANDING HIGHLIGHTS

Robert P. Yunick, Schenectady, New York: I band at several locations including my back yard in
Schenectady; at a year-round Adirondack feeder at Jenny Lake near Corinth, NY; three nest box locations
in the Schenectady area, and at Island Beach State Park in New Jersey.

It was a disappointing year with only 1968 birds banded, the third lowest in 35 years of banding. House
Finches have all but disappeared at my yard feeder. Ibanded ~ 1300 of them in 1985. Purple Finch
numbers at Jenny Lake are down — only 111 banded (my previous maximum was over 800, and typically
is 300-500 per summer, as of 5 years and more ago). In recent years, winter finch bandings have
generally been disappointing due to a lack of birds.

On the positive side, I banded my 197th life bird (on my banding list): a Louisiana Waterthrush at Island
Beach State Park, NJ on 13 May. It’s always a pleasure to encounter new species and learn something
new, as only a bird in the hand can provide. By year end, my life banding total stood at 156,728
individuals.

Also on the positive side, the Tree Swallow nest box banding was very successful, due to accommodating
weather, with a record 383 banded. Unfortunately, in one of the colonies where 224 nestlings were
banded, there was a 31% mortality of nestlings coincident with a mowing of the hay field in which the
boxes were placed. Thirty of the 45 occupied boxes were affected, with 13 of the 30 losing only one
nestling, six losing two, five losing three, one losing four, four losing five, and one losing six. Nothing
similar to this has previously happened in this colony. Raccoon predation (thankfully reduced by rabies)
and mortality due to adverse weather (wet and cold) at or before fledging time have had previous effects
on this colony.
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YET MORE BANDING HIGHLIGHTS

John Miles, Jarvis, ON: During its second year of operation, the migration monitoring station at Selkirk
Provincial Park, ON banded 1653 birds of 76 species, recaptured 36 birds from 1996 and had four
foreign recoveries including:

® A Golden-crowned Kinglet banded and released at Long Point Bird Observatory’s Old Cut banding
station at 7:10 am on 3 April and retrapped by at Selkirk at 10:10 the same day! The direct distance
is approximately 45 km, mostly over water. The shortest land route is about 58 km in a direct line from
the base of the causeway.

® A Ruby-crowned Kinglet banded 28 April 1994 at LPBO’s Old Cut station was retrapped at Selkirk
on 6 May 1997. These two kinglet recoveries are remarkable, especially considering only a few of the
50,000 kinglets banded at LPBO have ever been recovered.

® A Brown-headed Cowbird retrapped on 6 May is believed to be a LPBO bird banded at the Tip
station this spring.

® A White-throated Sparrow was retrapped on 10 May out the originai banding information has not yet
been received from the Banding Office.

LANDBIRD PROGRAMS COORDINATOR

The Long Point Bird Observatory seeks a full-time Landbird Programs Coordinator to be
responsible for the organization and delivery of the Observatory’s core landbird programs at Long
Point, with particular emphasis on the Migration Monitoring Program. The Coordinator recruits
and trains volunteers, coordinates and runs educational programs relating to landbirds, provides
logistical support, maintains field station facilities and equipment, oversees computerization of data,
produces reports, prepares and tracks annual budgets, and generally ensures that the Observatory’s
core landbird programs are being conducted to high standards.

SKILLS: This demanding position requires an above average work ethic, a high level of
organization, initiative, management skills, maintenance skills, interpersonal skills, communications
skills, and ornithological and banding experience. A solid background in field ornithology
(including a familiarity with a variety of census techniques) is essential. The person must be able
to identify by sight and sound the majority of bird species regularly migrating through Ontario.
The person must have a great deal of mist netting experience, an excellent understanding of ageing
and sexing techniques, and a proven ability to take charge of all aspects of a banding operation,
with great attention to the Bander’s Code of Ethics. Previous experience working with and training
volunteers is essential. Boating experience is desirable. A valid driver’s license is essential.

EDUCATION: B.Sc. or equivalent experience.

STARTING SALARY: $1650 per month plus health and legal benefits. This is a full-time
position, beginning on or about 1 December 1997.

Qualified candidates are encouraged to send a current resume (including the names of two
references) to:

Program Manager, Long Point Bird Observatory, P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan, Ontario, NOE 1MO0.
While the Observatory appreciates the interest of all those who apply for this position, only those
qualifying for an interview will be contacted.
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RECENT NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE OBBA EXECUTIVE

» Fall Band-out: The Annual Fall Band-out is scheduled for Saturday, 4 October 1997 at the
Mountsberg Wildlife Centre, located just south of Highway 401 near Guelph, Ontario. More details will
be provided in the next newsletter.
» New Members: The OBBA welcomes the following new members: Paul Gully and Lois Leslie,
Ottawa, ON and Tim and Brenda Bast, Alma, ON.
» Thank You!: Thanks to the following OBBA members who recently made a donation to the
Association: David Hussell, Douglas Harding.
» New Board Appointee: Under the OBBA Constitution, any observatories or established banding
station recognized by OBBA Executive may appoint a non-voting representative to the OBBA Executive
Board. At the June meeting of the OBBA Executive, the Board welcomed Margaret Bain, Past Chair of
the LPBO Board, who has been appointed by the LPBO Board as the official LPBO representative on the
OBBA Board. David Hussell will continue to represent OBBA on the LPBO Board with the support of
the OBBA Executive.
» New Newsletter Editor!: After four enjoyable years as your newsletter editor I am happy to report
that Cathy Rogers has volunteered to take on this role. Thanks to everyone who contributed items in the
past — I don’t think I ever really had to go looking for material. Please make this job easier for Cathy
by providing her with a steady stream of news and articles, starting with the September issue. Send to:
Cathy Rogers, 1320 Mississauga Valley Boulevard, Suite 804, Mississauga, Ontario L5A 3S9
Tel (905)-949-9995; Fax (905)-949-1934; email erogers@inforamp.net

DUPLICATE BAND NUMBERS
John B. Miles

Over the 35+ years that I have been banding, I have on occasion found that the next band on the string
was the same number as the band that was supposed to be on the last bird that I banded. This usually
occurred after using several bands in a row and particularly with 0’s and 1’s. My usual reaction has been
that I processed a bird and did not band it — although I was sure I did. Consequently, the last record
was deleted and I carried on.

Of 5 April 1997, I was banding several Song Sparrows at Selkirk Provincial Park and was reading off
the band numbers I was using to my son Jamie, who was recording for me. I called off band number
1461-03097. The next number I pulled off the string read 1461-03503, not 1461-03098. Looking at the
string I found that their were too many bands remaining. The next bands read 1461-03504, then 1461-
03098. In my reserve band supply I had the string 1461-03501 to 03600 with me. When I examined
this string, 1461-03503 and 03504 were on the string in proper sequence. Two bands had been put on
a string completely out of sequence and then duplicate bands has been produced and put on the proper
string in proper sequence. I now wonder how many times this has happened in the past.

I showed these duplicate bands to Paul Prior who is in charge of the banding field stations at Long Point
Bird Observatory. He mentioned that he has heard from some British banders that they occasionally find
two identically numbered bands side-by-side on their strings in Britain. As our OA and 1C bands are
made in Britain, perhaps banders should be extra careful in checking their band numbers before using
them.

This case of duplicate band numbers has been reported to the Canadian Banding Office.

OBBA Newsletter, June 1997 9



AGEING AMERICAN GOLDFINCHES

by John B. Miles

The North American Bird Banding Manual put out by the Banding Office states that male American
Goldfinches can be aged in the spring by the amount of yellow on the shoulder. If the shoulder is green
it is a second-year (SY) male; if it is yellow it is an after-second-year (ASY) male. If you are not sure
and enter after-hatch-year (AHY) male on your schedule, you may get back a nasty note from the US
Banding Lab on how to properly age American Goldfinches. This is fine but not true.

I am not sure if I have had an exceptional bird, but an American Goldfinch male I banded on 16 May
1996 as a SY bird (band number 3101-873063) with green shoulder patches was retrapped at Selkirk
Provincial Park on 25 May 1997, still with very green shoulder patches. This bird was obviously at least
a third-year after-hatching year bird and may have been older. All other new American Goldfinches
banded this year with identical green shoulder patches were recorded as SY birds on my schedules but

I am having doubts.
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