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NEWSLETTER

NEW BY-LAW ADDED TO THE OBBA CONSTITUTION

Ermie Rogers

t a Special General Meeting held at Mountsberg

Wildlife Centre on April 4, 1998, consideration
was given to the addition of a by-law to the Constitu-
ton. '

The by-law 1s necessary to establish that the Associ-
ation is a not-for-profit organization, and will assist
the Board’s efforts to obtain charity status for the
Association.

A motion to approve the proposed by-law was carried
unanimously.

BY-LLAW NUMBER 1

A by-law relating generally to the conduct of the
affairs of the Ontario Bird Banding Association.

L Remuneration of Directors,

Officers and Members

The business of the Association shall be carried
out without purpose of pain for its merzbers nd
any profits or other gains to the Association shall
be used in promoting and furthering its objectives
and activities. A director shall serve as such and
in any capacity as officer without remuneration,
and no director shall directly or indirectly receive
any profil “romi the position of director or officer,
provided that a director may be paid reasonable
expenses incurred in the performance of the duties
of a director or officer.

2, Effective Date

The effective date of this by-law shall be the first

day of January, 1998.

1998 ANNUAL MEETING

Ermnie Rogers

hirty-three members and one guest attended the
1998 Annual Meeting at Mountsberg Wildlife
Centre on February 28, 1998.

1. The meeting was called to order at 9:40 a.m. by
the President, Eric Machell. After his opening
remarks everyone introduced themselves.

[

Dave Shepherd presented the Treasurer’s Report
(Appendix 1). His motion to adopt the report was
seconded by John Miles. Carried.

(Continued on page 2)
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(1998 ANNUAL MEETING—Continued from page 1)

10. David Hussell stepped into the breach caused by

3. The following slate of officers for the 1998 Board the unfortunate and unavoidable absence of Bob
of Directors was presented by Eric Machell: Hubert and treated the audience to highlights of
Marshall Field’s ornithological career.
President John Miles e  Permit number 0715 issued in 1946.
Past President Eric Machell e  Operated the Point Pelee Banding Station in the
1" Vice-President Dave Brewer mid-50’s.
2™ Vice-President Audrey Heagy ° Has banded passerines, ducks, hawks, Bald
Recording Secretary Ernie Rogers Eagles, gulls and Purple Martins.
Treasurer/ e  Started Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding Station.
Membership Secretary Dave Shepherd e  Established the first breeding record of Forster’s
Directors at Large Lucie Métras Tern at Long Point.
Paul Prior e  First compiled Long Point Christmas Bird Count.
Cathy Rogers
Nigel Shaw
11. Joanne Dewey presented the 1998 (and third)
David Hussell moved that the slate of officers be Janette Dean Award to Marshall Field.
accepted. Seconded by Bill Mcllveen. Carried.
12. Dave Brewer gave the answers to his Bird Quiz.
4. Dave Brewer presented the first part of his popu- Paul Prior received a round of applause for
lar Bird Quiz followed by a slide presentation on getting top score.
his visit to Chokpak Ornithological Station and an
appeal for generous donations to support the 13. The Bucket Raffle Draw ended the day’s pro-
work there. He announced he would match all ceedings.
donatons.
The meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m.
5. Dave Shepherd presented the report from the
Guelph Banding Group.
Eric Machell presented the report from the Prince
Edward Point Bird Observatory.
Erica Dunn, on behalf of Lucie Métras, presented
the report (Appendix 2) from the Banding Office.
6. Erc Machell introduced Hilary Pittel who spoke
on “An Examination of Illnesses and Injuries in
Banding”. At the end of her talk she was thanked
by Nigel Shaw.
7. Audrey Heagy gave some information about the
Cabot Head Bird Observatory. She also appealed
for support as this year’s official OBBA
Birdathoner.
8. Lunch break.
9. Elizabeth Kellogg introduced the keynote Photo by Dolly Field
speaker, James R. Hill III, who spoke about the Marshall Field receiving the 1998 Janette Dean Award from:
Purple Martin, the largest North American swal- Joanne Dewey .
low and the only bird species totally dependent on
humans. Upon completion of his presentation he
was thanked by Bill Read.
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THE DOUG TARRY BIRD STUDY AWARDS
FOR YOUNG ORNITHOLOGISTS

The Doug Tarry Bird Study Awards foster the development of ornithological interests in Canadian teenagers.
Recipients of the awards attend a week-long workshop/natural history camp at Long Point Bird Observatory
(LPBO), located on the north shore of Lake Ene, Ontario,

The Doug Tarry Young Ornithologists’ Workshop is a major component of the Observatory’s educational program.
Since its inception in the mid-1970s, the Workshop has been the jumping-off point for many of today’s most talented
field biologists. Thanks to the keen foresight and generosity of humanitarian and naturalist Doug Tarry, the Workshop

is offered free to selected applicants. This year, the Workshop is being held from Friday, 31 July to Friday, 7 August
1998.

The Workshop focuses on “hands-on” learning and training in field ornithology, providing a unique opportunity for
like-minded teenagers to markedly enhance their knowledge and skills in the scientific study and aesthetic enjoyment
of birds. Participants learn how to identify, age and sex birds, and to study their populations and behaviour. Careful
and skilled instructors teach the secrets of bird handling and banding techniques, how to prepare specimens for
scientific study, and an array of bird censusing techniques. Regular afternoon field trips are taken to places of biological
interest within the internationally designated Long Point Biosphere Reserve. Evenings too, are busy with slide
presentations and nocturnal field work.

Space is limited to 6 participants, ranging in age from 13-18 years old. The Award covers all direct costs of the
Workshop (accommodation, meals, travel while at Long Point, and professional instruction), but recipients are
responsible for their transportation to Long Point. Prospective participants are invited to request an application form
from: Rosie Kirton, Long Point Bird Observatory, Box 160, Port Rowan, Ontario NOE 1MO0 (fax 519-586-3532).

GLEANINGS
FROM THE
INTERNET

e The Canadian Wildlife Service’s Hinterland
Who’s Who page has interesting information at:

http:/ /www.ec.gc.cafcws-scf/ hww-fap /
eng_ind.html

The Year 2000 Issue e The Bird Banding Laboratory (USA) has recently
: - released a new homepage at htip://

AS I write this, at the fnd i www.pwre.usgs.gov/bbl/ 1t includes the North
of May, there are 581 American Bird Banding Manual , Volume 1, and

days to January 1, 2000. If you are concerned whether links to other banding sites in North America and
your computer or your software will leave you stranded around the wodld.

as that day dawns, or even just interested in the issues
surrounding the millennium, there are a number of web
sites that might be worth visiting.

e Point Reyes Bird Observatory’s web site is at
http:/ /wamw.prbo.org/prbo This site is of partic-
ular interest because it has a page dedicated to

e A search using the keywords ‘year2000” wi'l usual'- lisung corrections for Teter Pyle’s laentificativii

bring results, or try htip:/ /www.year2000.com/ tor Guide to North American Birds: Part 1. 1f you come

general information. across any errors, inconsistencies or confusing

e IBM’s Year 2000 solutions can be found at Attp:// descriptions, send an e-mail to PPyle@prbo.org
www.can.ibm.com/year2000 or a letter to Peter Pyle, 4990 Shoreline Hwy.,
o http:/ /www.software.ibm.coin/year2000 is IBM’s Stinson Beach, CA 94970.

technical support centre.

e Microsoft’s Year 2000 web site gives lots of useful
information and has a link to a Frequently Asked
Questions page: http://www.microsoft.com/
year2000/
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LETTERS

From Marshall Field
St. Thomas, Ontario

To the OBBA Executive:

I would like to express my appreciation in receiving
the Janette Dean Scholarship Award and the gift
certificate from the Ontario Bird Banding Association
on Saturday, February 28, 1998.

It was an honor to be recognized and my pleasure
being associated with bird banding over the past fifty-
WO years.

I was pleased that David Hussell and Joanne Dewey
(Janette Dean’s daughter) took part in the
presentation.

To the executive and members of OBBA, I wish
continued success in their many bird banding and
related actvites.

Sincerely,

Marshall Field

See photograph on page 2 — Editor.

THE NORTH AMERICAN
BANDING COUNCIL

he mission of the North American Banding Coun-

cil is to promote sound and ethical bird banding
principles and techniques in North America. Skill
levels of banders will be increased by the preparation
and dissendnzuon of standardized training and study
materials and the establishment of standards of com-
petence and ethics for banders and trainers.

THE IMMEDIATE OBJECTIVES ARE:

1) to develop a certification and evaluation pro-
gram by setting standards for experience,
knowledge, and skills that must be attained at
each level of Assistant, Permittee, and Trainer.

(8%
~—

to produce and update training materials,
such as manuals and perhaps videos.

3) to identify and certify an initial pool

of trainers.

4) to encourage cooperative efforts in the use of
banding in study and conservation of North
American birds.

The NABC consists of 18 voting members, including
one representative appointed by each of the following

organizations (representatives and alternates are
listed):

e American Ornithologists' Union (Jared Verner,
Glen Woolfenden)

¢ Association of Field Ornithologists (June Ficker)

e Cooper Ornithological Society (Dave DeSante,
Steve Russell)

¢ Colonial Waterbird Society (Jon Atwood)

e Eastern Bird Banding Association (Betsy Brooks,
Mary Doscher)
¢ Inland Bird Banding Association (Jerome Jackson,
Ruth Green)
o International Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies:
Canada: (Randy Hicks, Norman North).
United States: (Steve Barry, Dan Yparraguirre)
e Onuro Bird Banding Association (Paul Pror,
Dave Shepherd)

e Raptor Research Foundation (Pete Bloom,Buzz
Hull)

e Society of Canadian Omithologists (Brenda Dale)

e Western Bird Banding Association (Kenneth Bur-
ton, Barbara Carlson)

o Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve (Brian
Harrington)

e Wilson Omnithological Society (Bill Clark, Bill
Hilton)

The Pacific Seabird Group has been invited to become
affiliated. The NABC designates three additional
members (Ruth Russell; two vacancies). The directors
of the Canadian (Lucie Metras) and U.S. (John Tautin)
Bird Banding Offices are non-voting members of
NABC, have attended the meetings held by NABC,
and have endorsed the efforts of the NABC.

The NABC will be incorporated in 1998. While it is
expected that NABC expenses will be covered by a
small fee from applicants for banding certification,
donations are being solicited during this start-up

(Continued on page 5)
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(NABC—Continued from page 4)

phase.
NABC MANUALS TO APPEAR IN 1998:
North American Bander's Study Guide

Instructor's Guide to Training Bird Banders in
North America

Guide to the Banding of N.A. Raptors
Guide to the Banding of N.A. Passerines

Guide to the Banding of N.A. Humming-
birds

Other manuals are planned. Both printed and elec-
tronic versions will be made available through colla-
borative efforts of the Canadian and U.S. banding
offices.

AWARD TO HAWK CLIFF
BANDER

Hawk Cliff bander and Holiday Beach Migration
Observatory member Marshall Field received two
well-deserved awards during the annual Hawk CLff
Raptors’ banquet. Marshall was recognized as the
bander of the 70,000th. raptor trapped at the Hawk
Cliff Raptor Banding Station this past banding season.
As the onginator of the Hawk Cliff Raptor Banding
Station, the award was well deserved and reflected
long service and dedication on Marshall’s behalf.

Marshall’s efforts on behalf of the Lake Ere Bald
Eagle Recovery Program were acknowledged by the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. Pud Hunter,
biologist with the Ministry of Natural Resources,
presented a beautiful plaque to Marshall as a tribute to
Marshall’s role in the Bald Eagle recovery on Lake
Ere’s north shore.

See page 2 for news of OBBA’s Janette Dean
Award to Marshall. The article above was
reprinted from the Spring 1998 issue of The
Northwind, the newsletter of the Holiday Beach
Migration Observatory, with the kind permission
of the editor, Betty Learmouth — Editor.

,

| DIOR'™S NOILS

elcome to three new members: Wendy Thom-
son of Oakville and Steve Dickson and John
St. Loutis of Windsor.

® The Federation of Ontario Naturalists has re-
ceived a bequest of one of Ontario’s outstanding
natural areas. Howard Krug who was an OBBA
member, a well respected conservationist and
former furniture manufacturer, has left Kinghurst
Forest, a 600-acre forest in Grey County, to the
FON. It is one of the few remaining old-growth
forests in southern Ontario and is a spectacular
additon to the FON’s nature reserves system. See
also the December 1997 issue of the OBBA
Newsletter 42(4):9.

® | need lots of news items, views and articles for

publication. Material can be mailed, faxed or
e-mailed to me.

NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE
OBBA EXECUTIVE

® At the Executive meeting on February 28, 1998,
Paul Prior was appointed as OBBA representative
to the North American Banding Council to
replace Jon McCracken who had decided to step
down. Dave Shepherd was appointed as alter-
nate. See page 4 for more information about the
Counail.

e  Audrey Heagy opened the Cabot Head Migraton
Banding Station on April 9. The location shows ex-
cellent promise and will reopen from mid-September
to mid-October, 1998.

e Nominations are requested for the 1999 Janerte
Dean Award. The nominee should be someone who
has given service to Banding and who is still active
n his/ her fieia.

e  The Fall Band-Out will be held at Selkirk Provincial
Park on September 26, 1998. Call John Miles at
519-587-5223 for details. The Haldimand Bird Ob-
servatory’s banding staons at Selkirk and Ruthven
will reopen on August 1, 1998.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Fall Band-Out at Selkirk Provincial Park
Deadline for submissions for September newsletter

September 26, 1998
August 15, 1998
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1998 - 1999

Ontario Bird Banding Association Board of Directors

President

John Miles, Box 449
Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0

519-587-5223
miles@ kwic.com

Past President

Eric Machell, Box 2
Delhi, ON N4B 2W 8

519-582-4738
Fax: 519-582-8631
elmachell@ iname.com

David Brewer, R.R #1

e Puslinch, ON NOB 2] 519-763-0997
President ys meds Z g R
2m Vice Audrey Heagy, Box 385 519-586-3194
[;rcsidcnl Port Rowan, ON NOE IMO aheagy@ kwic.com
Recording Ernie Rogers, 1320 Mississauga Valley Blvd. 905-949-9995
S e FElary Suite 804, Mississauga, ON L35A 359 Fax: 905-949-1934
7 erogers@ inforamp.net
Treasurer/ David Shepherd, 285 Paisley Road
Membership Guelph. ON NIH 2P8§ 519-763-6936
Secretary

Large

Lucie M étras, Bird Banding O ffice. CWS
100 Gamelin Boulevard, Hull, PQ KI1A OH3

819-997-4213
Fax: 819-953-6612
lucie.metrasi@ ec.gec.ca

Directors at

Paul Prior. 51 Bastedo Avenue
Toronto. ON M4C 3M8

416-691-8263

Cathy Rogers, 1320 Mississauga Valley Blvd.
Suite 804, Mississauga, ON L5A 3589

905-949-9995
Fax: 905-949-1934
cathy _rogers@ hotmail.com

Nigel Shaw. 2137 Ferguson Street
R.R #2 Stroud, ON LOL 2MO

705-431-2721
j-nshaw@ msn.com

LPBO

OBBA Rep. to

John Miles, Box 449
Jarvis. ON NOA 1J0

519-587-5223
miles@ kwic.com

LPBO Rep. to

M argaret Bain, 210 Byron Street North

905-668-6452

OBBA W hitby, ON LIN 4NI F.'ax'_9(,)g‘5—668—1_626
mjchain@ sympatico.ca
Bill Mcllveen, R.R#1
Journal )
Editor Acton, ON L7J2L7 519-853-3948

Editor

Newsletter

Cathy Rogers, 1320 Mississauga Valley Blvd.
Suite 804, M ississauga, ON L5A 359

905-949-9995
Fax: 905-949-1934
cathy _rogers@ hotmail.com

The Newsletter is published four times a year by The Ontario Bird Banding Association.

Deadlines for receiving material for publication are January 15, May 15, August 15 and

November 10.

The objectives of The Ontario Bird Banding Association are the study of ornithology,

™,

especially by means of banding and other marking techniques; the promotion of ornitholog-

ical investigations and the publication of scientific and educational papers pertaining to these subjects,

particularly within the Province of Ontario; and co-operation with organizations with similar objectives.

The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of each contributing author and do not

necessarily represent the views and opinions of The Ontario Bird Banding Association or its management.
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APPENDIX 1

ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION

TREASURER'S REPORT
FOR THE YEARS ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1996, 1997
1996 1997
RECEIPTS
Memberships 1853 1780
Donations 380 235
Birdathon 178 8
U.S. exchange 44 22
Bank interest 22 7
Annual General Meeting 338 375
Janette Dean Fund 150 202
TOTAL RECEIPTS 2965 2628 -
EXPENSES
Journal/Newsletters 1039 888
Postage 369 491
Office Supplies 115 152
Annual General Meeting 251 200
Miscellaneous - 241
Janette Dean Award 125 -
TOTAL EXPENSES 1899 1971
Receipts over expenses 1066 657
Balance Forward, 1 January 4641 5707
Closing Balance, 31 December 5707 6363
Less: Janette Dean Fund 1025 1227
ACTUAL BALANCE, 31 DECEMBER 4682 5138
Memberships 112 106
Audited and found correct

//tq,a« Wy 26571957
Syt J

Note: Totals may not agree exactly due to rounding.



APPENDIX 2

Notes for the Ontario Bird Banding Association 1998 Annual Meeting

No one from the Bird Banding Office can attend the annual meeting this year . Following
is a short summary of the key activities that the Canadian Bird Banding Office has been
pursuing during this last year.

Bander training

The North American Banding Council (NABC), officially formed in 1996, has taken over
the task to overview the development of standards training materials for all the different
groups of birds being banded in North America and the implementation of certification
procedures/levels for trained banders.

During this last year, training guides for passerines, raptors and hummingbirds continued
to be developed as well as the general bander training guide based on the Canadian
banding guide. It is planned to have this first set of guides finalised this year.

The NABC is meeting for its third annual meeting early April In St. Louis, Missouri with
key objectives to continue the development /implementation of a certification process for
trainers and training banders .Three levels of competence for banders and N.A.
standardised procedures are key to this evaluation process. At this meeting, the NABC
will also to identify other groups of species for which training guides will be initiated in
1998.

In Canada, we have two official representatives on the Council, one being a member of
the OBBA (at the present time, Jon McCracken, 519-586-3531, Long Point Bird
Observatory) and one representative from Western Canada (at the present time, Brenda
Dale, 403-951-8686, from CWS Western and Northern Region). The bird banding offices
are ex officio members. For any question you have on bander training, please contact
one of the representatives or Lucie Métras , 819-997-4213,at the Bird Banding Office).

Band reporting through the 1-800 toll free telephone number (1-800-327-band)

1997 was the second year of implementation of a toll-free telephone line to report bands
from anywhere in North America. Most of the problems encountered last year did not
repeat. At the end of December 1997, close to 30,000 encounters had been reported
through the toll-free line compared to close to 15,000 encounters reported through letters.
Efforts to publicise the toll free number have been successful. Nevertheless, another
effort to publicise the band reporting is planned for this spring throughout North America,
Target groups such as banding groups, associations, observatories and other public
organisations will receive some material (brochures/cards/posters) to inform about the
North American Banding Program and the importance of reporting recovered bands
using the 1-800 toll free line.



The plan with the full implementation of the 1-800 toll-free line is to transit rapidly through
these changes to stabilise the band reporting rate at some new ,higher levels that will be
re-estimated in a few years. In addition to a larger volume of data, the toll-free number
produces better data, primarily because specific and more complete information can be
obtained by the telephone operators.

At this time, bands of the sizes 6, 7A, 7B and 8 are available with the 1-800 number
engraved in addition to a brief postal address. In a near future, all band sizes will have
the 1-800 number engraved sometimes inside for very small band sizes not to be
confused the band number.

Band Supply and Band sizes recommended

At the present time , we do not have any band size1B but this size is being manufactured
and should be available on time for the coming field season. The Bird Banding Lab is
aware of our pressing needs in terms of band supply and has obtained increased funds
for band manufacturing.

As a reminder only master permittees should order bands from the banding office to
ensure that we can maintain our band inventory as accurate as possible .

We are also updating the entire section, Part 5 vol 1, of the Bird Banding Manual on
Recommended band sizes for all species banded. With the next Memo to Banders,
copies will be mailed (or e-mailed) to all Master permit holders who will then be asked to
make copies for the use of their sub-permittees as requested.

Review of the North American Bird Banding Program

In 1997, the Buckley panel, composed of experts from North America, released its report:
The North American Bird Banding Progiam into the 21st Century

The panel was tasked with the review of the operations of BBL and the broader N.A.
banding program. The report makes specific recommendations regarding permit policy,
the now and future collection of banding information, and about management and
dissemination of banding and recovery information.

An implementation team has been appointed, and several task groups have been asked
to address specific recommendations from the report. Peter Blancher and Lucie Métras
have been asked to be Canadian representatives on the different task groups. Task
groups have been meeting since last September and work is still ongoing for some of
them. A consultation/information process with all our banders is planned as soon as task
groups reports are finalised.



The Cornell Nest Box Network(CNBN)

CNBN is a project aiming at studying continent-wide the biology of cavity-nesting birds
such as bluebirds, Tree Swallows and House Wren. This project consists of many smaller
sub-projects. Four of the sub-projects focus on getting information on a variety of issues
of scientific interest such as : variation in clutch size, use of calcium by birds, blowfly
parasitism, use of feathers by Tree Swallows for lining their nests. The fifth sub-project is
a dispersal project and it involves people already banding or interested to learn how to
band and recapture Eastern Bluebirds and Tree Swallows. Anyone in North America who
has access to nest-boxes can apply to participate in these projects.

For more information you can contact: Tracey Kast at Cornell Lab of Ornithology
e-mail:cnbn@comell.edu

Some documents of interest are also available at the present meeting
1988 Summary of records of bandings and recoveries(encounters) for each species we
have in our historical banding database. If you have a request, please contact the bird
banding office or fill in a data request form (some should be available with the summary
tables)
Last Memo to all Banders (Fall 1997)
1998 BBS Winter Newsletter
Canadian Landbird Monitoring Strategy (1994)
Framework for Landbird Conservation in Canada (1996)

The final report of the Buckley Panel (1997)

Just published /in press bird banding reference material:

Pyle, Peter, Identification Guide to North American Birds, Part one, Salte Creek Press,
1997, 732 pages.

Gaunt, Abbot and Lewis Oring editors, Guidelines to the use of wild birds in research,
AOU special publication, 1997

Smith, Hillary, J. McCracken and D. Shepherd, Banders’ Safety Handbook , in press,
jointly prepared by The Institute for Bird Populations and The Long Point Bird
Observatory.



Visit our Web Site:

Canada: htttp:www.ec.gc.ca/cws-scf/nwrc/migbird.htm
U.S. http:/www.pwrc.nbs.gov/bbljohn.htm

Have a safe and excellent banding season
Please contact us for any request or comments you may have.
Here are the contact names in the Bird Banding Office:
For permit renewal, colour marking, application for new permits, data requests,
computerised schedules, please contact: Ann Demers, tel: (819)994-6176
e-mail: ann.demers@ec.gc.ca

For band orders, band delivery, reproting band recoveries/sightings, data requests, forms
and other supplies, please contact: Louise Laurin, tel: (819) 997-1121

e-mail: bbo_cws@ec.gc.ca
For any other concemn you have , please contact Lucie Metras (from Monday to

Thursday)
tel (819)997-4213
e-mail: lucie.metras@ec.gc.ca

Our Fax number is (819) 953-6612



