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» New Members: Welcome to the following new members: Rev. Jim Izawa, London, ON;
Dale Paton, Blairmore, AB.

» Membership Drive: To reverse the chronic decline in OBBA membership, we need to both
keep our present members and attract new members.

1. Please check to be sure you’ve paid your membership fees for 1995. 1f the mailing
Jabel on this newsletter has "1995" under your name then you are paid up. If it has 1994 then
our records indicate you have not paid your membership fees for 1995. Please renew now or
this will be the last OBBA newsletter your receive.

2. A new OBBA brochure has been prepared and will be distributed by the Bird Banding
Office to all banders in Ontario along with the current issue of the Memo to Banders. Please
pass your copy on to a prospective member! Additional brochures are available from Audrey
Heagy, (519)-586-3083.

3. If you have any ideas or suggestions about how we can attract and keep members then
please pass them on to the executive (see p. 10).

» 1995 Birdathon: Roger Frost completed his birdathon on behalf of the OBBA in Texas
(where he is working on Golden-cheeked Warblers). We’re waiting to hear the highlights (and
lowiights?) of his b:rdathon.

» Journal: Volumes 27 (1995) of the OBBA journal, Ontario Bird Banding, is being prepared.
If you have yet to submit your 1994 banding totals or station report please do so now. Articles,
artwork, reviews, or other material of interest to Ontario banders are needed. Please contact:
Bill Mcllveen, OBBA Journal Editor, R.R. # 1, Acton, ON L7] 217, (519)-853-3948.

» Next Newsletter: Please send material for the next newsletter by 15 August 1995 to:
Audrey Heagy, 1037 Brough Street, London, ON N6A 3N5. (Yes, I have moved to the Long
Point area but I may be moving again so please continue to use the London address for
newsletter material). Phone: (519)-586-3083, Long Point, or (519)-439-7694, London.
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL OF THE OBBA — MARCH 1995
Elizabeth Kellogg

The 1995 Annual General Meeting of the Ontario Bird Banding Association was held at the
Royal Botanical Gardens in Burlington, Ontario on 11 March 1995. After registration, the
meeting was called to order at 9:40 a.m. by the President, Eric Machell. Everyone present was
asked to introduce themselves. It was announced the official OBBA Birdathoner will again be
Roger Frost. Roger is working on a contract in Texas and will do his Birdathon there.

The Treasurer’s Report (see p. 4) was presented by Bob Hubert who also moved that it be

accepted as presented. Seconder was Bruce Duncan. CARRIED.

In the absence of Past President, Martin McNichell, Eric Machell presented the following slate
of officers for the OBBA Board of Directors for 1995:

President

Past President

1st Vice-President

2nd Vice-President
Treasurer/Membership Secretary
Journal Editor

Newsletter Editor

LPBO Board Rep.
Directors-at-large

Eric Machell
Martin McNicholl
Dave Shepherd
Elizabeth Kellogg
Fran Hubert

Bill Mcllveen
Audrey Heagy
Bill Read

Dave Brewer

Roger Frost
Lucie Métras
Paul Prior

The Chair called for any additional nominations from the floor. Since there were none, Eric
Machell moved that the slate be accepted as presented; seconded by Charles Francis.
CARRIED.

Dave Brewer presented his Mystery Bird Quiz, this year in the form. of slides.

Following the Coffee Break, Bruce Duncan announced that on April 22, Bill Clark, the author
of the Peterson Guide to Hawks will present a talk at the CCIW office in Burlington. Bruce has
tickets if anyone is interested.

Guelph Banding Group report was presented by Dave Brewer. The group banded 12,000 birds
in 1994. A new project has been started by David Lamble at Luther Marsh with permission
from the Grand River Conservation Authority. The focus will be on ducks. 1,000 nest boxes
have been erected here for Tree Swallows and Bluebirds. A new Heligoland trap was built at
Mountsberg in 1994 and was in operation by late fall.
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Thunder Cape Bird Observatory report was presented by Dave Shepherd. Thunder Cape banded
8,500 birds in 1994, for a total now of 28,000 birds of 133 species. Highlights of the 1994
season included 1,200 CHSP and 4 Summer Tanagers (2 banded). The station now has
buildings: a sauna and an observation tower were added in 1994,

The Report from the Banding Office was presented via a letter written by Lucie Métras (see p.
5) and read out by Eric Machell.

Charles Francis reported that the Bird Banding Office in the U.S. has been shifted from USFW
to the National Biological Service. Mary Gustafson is the new staff person. A new computer
program for schedule filing is under review. Paul Buckley is chairman of a committee
reviewing the banding program [ see note on p. 4. AEH].

The following announcements were made:

® CWS is presenting a Volunteer Monitoring Workshop at Backus Woods Conservation
Area on April 1 to coincide with the LPBO Annual General Meeting. '‘Audrey Heagy asked for
volunteers to help update the OBBA display board and to work in the display on April 1.

® The updated OBBA membership brochure is now available.

® Toronto Bird Observatory Annual General Meeting will be held on April 12 at 7:30
p.m. at the Ramsay Wright Building, University of Toronto.

* Eastern Bluebird Society AGM will be held on March 25 at RBG.

® Back issues of the newsletters are available free of charge. Back issues of the Journal
are available for $5.00.

Results of the Bird Quiz were presented by D. Brewer. Paul Prior was the winner.

After the lunch break, David Hussell introduced Dr. Ken Abraham of MNR Maple who spoke
on "Ontario’s Canada Geese - More Than Meets the Eye". Dr. Abraham’s banding studies have
revealed very strong site fidelity of specific populations of Canada Geese. He has also
discovered a "moult migration", that is, a secondary migration of non-breeding Canada Geese
northward in early June and southward in early September. Dr. Abraham was thanked by Steve
Dickson. [see p. 7-9 for addresses for reporting sightings of neck-collared geese AEH].

Pave Shepherd introduced Dr. Robert Dawson of McMaster University who spoke about
"Conservation Genetics of Neotropical Land Migrants." Bruce Duncan thanked Dr. Dawson.

Dave Brewer reported on the BCCH Tail Feather Test conducted at the OBBA AGM last year.
This test was designed to test Pyle’s hypothesis that BCCH can be aged by tail feather shape and
pattern. A sample of 40 feathers of birds of known age was examined by those present. Of the
answers given, 67% were correct. One question raised was whether the sample size was large
enough. The following conclusions were drawn:

1. The criteria are more useful early in the year than later in the year.

2. 1t is useful to check both outer rects.

3. Considerable skill is required to recognize the shape differences.
Dave Brewer and Dave Shepherd plan to write up this experiment and hope it to publish in one
of the OBBA publications.
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TREASURER’S REPORT: For the years ended 31 December 1993 and 1994

Bob Hubert

RECEIPTS 1994 1993
Memberships 1,225 1,770
Birdathon 170 164
Donation 1 35
U.S. exchange ' 20 45
Bank interest 16 31
Annual General Meeting 417 328
Friends of the Environment - 1,600 ’
on behalf of the Guelph
Panding Group

Total receipts ' 3,449 2,373

EXPENSES
Journal/Newsletters 1,047 421
Postage 364 416
Office supplies 51 45
Annual General Meeting 279 225
F.O.N. Donation 50
Ornithology in Ontario donation 100
Brochure 41
Guelph Banding Group 1,600

Total expenses 3,382 1,257

Receipts over expenses 67 1,116

Balance forward, 1 January 3,398 2,282

Balance, 31 December 3,465 3,398

Memberships 122 126

Audited and found correct by D. Field, 13 January 1995

U.S. BIRD BANDING PROGRAM REVIEW: Dr. Paul Buckley is heading a committee of
the U.S. National Biological Service to examine the philosophy and scientific underpinnings of
the whole USFWS Bird Banding Lab. Dr. Buckley would like comments from any and all
sources which might be of help in this review. He can be contacted at: Dr. P. Buckley, Box
8, Graduate School of Oceanography, University of Rhode Island, Narragansett, RI 02882 (e-
mail PABuckley @gsosunl.gso.uri.edu; tel: 401-792-6246). [Information from Ornithological
Newsletter, No. 105, April 1995.]
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NOTES FOR THE OBBA 1995 ANNUAL MEETING

Lucie Métras

I cannot attend the annual meeting. I will be in California at a forum on bander training
organized by the Institute for Bird Populations. Expected participants are from government
. agencies, both in Canada and U.S.A., Bird Banding Associations, participants in the MAPS
program, Audubon Society, and Observatories. From Canada, I am aware that Brenda Dale,
CWS-Edmonton and Jon McCracken, LPBO, will also be attending. I will keep you informed
of the results of our discussions.

Brief News from the Bird Banding Office

Bander Training: UInder a contract with CWS, T ong Point Rird Ohcervatory finalized
a first version of the bander.training guides to be used on a trial basis in 1995. As was
mentioned in our last Memo to Banders, copies are available for everybody who wishes
to use them. We will most certainly ask for feedback after this year of trial is completed
so we can improve the guides to be used in a more standardized bander training program.

Computer Schedule Program: Jean Bernatchez, our programmer, has left. We have
hired a contractor to work on the update of our data entry system, keeping in mind that
many users would like to see a program which is much more user-friendly. At the same
time, the U.S. Bird Banding Lab seems to be more flexible in allowing different
programs to be used for submitting banding schedules. They are also looking at
alternative programs to attract more banders to start submitting their schedules on
diskette. The objective is the same in both banding offices: reduce to zero paper
schedules submission in a few years. This year, we may reach 30% of our objective
in Canada. (Year-end reports and schedules have not all been submitted yet).

Video on Passerine Bander Training: The script has been drafted and we are looking at
different options, such as partnership, which would allow this project to proceed in 1995.

New Bands: Sometime in 1995, we will be asking banders if they want to try new
meiric bands availabie in sizes U, 1, and iB. They are being made by Lambournes, in
England, at the request of the U.S. Bird Banding Lab. There will be a change in the
address: these bands will only have the legend "NBS-USA" written on the outside top
line. Nevertheless, the U.S. Bird Banding Lab have also ordered the old style of bands
(0, 1 and 1B) to satisfy the specific needs of ongoing projects. Projects taking place in
Latin American countries will only be allowed to use the old style of bands. More
information will be provided in the next Memo to Banders.

Canadian Banding Data: We have made an agreement with the U.S. Bird Banding Lab
for receiving a copy of all individual records of banding for our Canadian banders. This
information should arrive shortly at our office but we will then still need a few months
before we can make it available to our banders. We will keep you informed through the
Memo to Banders.
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Other News of Interest

e Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship (MAPS): The MAPS program has seen

some increase in the Canadian participation in the last two years: 12 stations have been
established by different volunteer groups but only 10 of these were run in 1994. 1995
will be the last year of the pilot project investigating the overall feasibility of a North
American MAPS program.

The Bird Banding Office is the Canadian contact for providing information to everyone
interested in taking part in this program, but the entire coordination of the program is
done by David DeSante from the Institute for Bird Populations, in California.

. Documents of Interest: Some documents of interest to banders have been published in
late 10G4 and 1995:
® The Canadian Landbird Conservation Strategy
® The Canadian Landbird Monitoring Strategy
® Bird Trends
* BBS Canada

These documents have been prepared by the Canadian Wildlife Service with the input of
other federal government agencies, provincial and territorial authorities, as well as many
non-government agencies and individuals involved in bird conservation and monitoring.
If you would like to obtain a copy, please contact Judith Kennedy or Connie Downes,
Canadian Wildlife Service, Ottawa, ON K1A OH3.

Thank you all for your excellent cooperation. Best regards from the Bird Banding Office staff.

Lucie Métras, Bird Banding Office.
Tel: 819-997-4213
Fax: 819-953-6612
e-mail: very soon!

MORE 1994 BANDING HIGHLIGHTS

Rick Ludkin, York, ON
Rick banded a male Kentucky Warbler on 30 April 1994, the same day he received his
Master Permit.

Guelph Banding Group

Banding total for 1994 was 12,031 individuals of 132 species, 1 race and 1 hybrid.
Cumulative banding total is 244,168 individuals of 229 species, 2 races and 5 hybrids. Top ten
species banded in 1994: Tree Swallow (1668), Mallard (1325), Common Redpoll (906), Blue-
winged Teal (818), American Goldfinch (743), American Tree Sparrow (603), Song Sparrow
(494), House Finch (486), Slate-colored Junco (464), Ring-necked Duck (445).
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Toronto Bird Observatory (as reported in TBO newsletter, Vol 18(1), March 1995: 2-5).
Banding total for 1994 was 5,622 individuals of 130 species. This was the second highest
banding total ever and a record number of species. Cumulative banding total is 58,911
individuals of 179 species. Twenty nine species of warblers were banded in 1994. Top ten
species banded in 1994: Common Redpoll (447), Common Tern (440), White-throated Sparrow
(326), Hermit Thrush (265), Snow Bunting (210), Black-capped Chickadee (200), Ruby-crowned
Kinglet (189), Golden-crowned Kinglet (175), Magnolia Warbler (175), Myrtle Warbler (147).

Tim Dyson, Warsaw, ON (as reported in TBO newsletter, Vol 17(3), December 1994: 8-10.

For the second successive fall, Tim Dyson trapped owls by calling them into mist nets.
He banded a total of 108 owls in 117 hours on 27 nights. In addition to 103 Northern Saw-
whets, Tim banded three Screech, and two Long-eared Owls. Tim bands a variety of birds
throughout the year and on 7 May 1994 he netted an Evening Grosbeak which had been banded
on 21 May 1988 near Brunswick, Maine by Dr. T.P. Skaling. :

REPORTING SIGHTINGS OF GEESE WITH NECK COLLARS
Ken Abraham

[Following the talk by Ken Abraham on Canada Geese at the OBBA AGM in March 1995, many
of those present asked about reporting sightings of geese with neck collars. Ken has provided
the following addresses and information. AEH ]

As with other banded or colour-marked wild birds, sightings of geese with neck collars or leg
bands can be reported to the Bird Banding Office in Canada or the United States. However, by
reporting goose neck collar sightings directly to the coordinators listed below, observers will get
quicker and more complete responses. The banding offices will not respond directly as they do
not keep collar information, but they will send information to the appropriate coordinator.

A blank Incidental Observation Form for reporting sightings of neck-collared geese is provided
with this newsletter (p. 9).

Sigating Information

The following information is essential in all cases for reporting collars to the banding
coordinators listed below:

goose species

collar colour

character colour

the numbers, letters or symbols in exact order

the date of the observation

the name and distance of the observation location to the nearest large town/city

the name and mailing address of the observer.
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Although not essential, the following additional information makes the sighting more valuable
for some purposes:

the number of other collared and unmarked geese in the flock observed

the activity of the geese (feeding, resting, etc.)

the habitat (grain field, grass, etc.).

Reporting Addresses

For collars observed on SMALL FORMS of Canada Geese (e.g. Richardson’s) and on White-
fronted Geese, Snow Geese, and Ross’ Geese (regardless of collar colour) please send sighting
information to:

Richard Kerbes

Canadian Wildlife Service
115 Perimeter Road
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
S7N 0X4

Tel: 306-975-4111

For cylinder-shaped (tube) collars observed on LARGE FORMS of Canada Geese (regardless
of collar colour), please send sighting information to :

Margie Mitchell

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
608 Cherry Street, Room 119
Columbia, Missouri USA 65201

For cone-shaped collars on LARGE FORMS of Canada Geese (regardless of collar colour)
please send the information to:

Jay Hestbeck

Massachusetts Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit
204 Holdsworth Hall

University of Massachusetts

Ambherst, Massachusetts USA 01003

If you need assistance with reporting you can write or call Ken at:

Kenneth F. Abraham, Research Scientist
Southern Terrestrial Ecosystems Research
P.O. Box 5000

Maple, Ontario

L6A 1S9

Tel: 905-832-7281
Fax: 905-832-7149
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INCIDENTAL OBSERVATION FORM
(for reporting sightings of geese with neck collars)

Observer’s Name

Address

Place of Observation

Distance and direction
to closest town if not
on a refuge

COLLAR DATE ACTIVITY FLOCK SIZE

(]

10

Please use a separate sheet for each new place of observation.

Please follow the format listed below:

Collar . Write in the code, the color of the band, and the color of the code.
Example: AA17 Orange/White

Date - If more than one collared goose is seen on the same date and place, then date, activity, and flock
size need only be entered once. .

Activity : Examples of typical activities are feeding, loafing, swimming, shot, etc. Please note any young or
strange behaviors.

Flock Size . Please identify the size of the flock.
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Ontario Bird Banding Association
Board of Directors — 1995

President

Eric Machell, 10 Bateman Crt.,
Whitby, ON L1P 1E5

(905)-668-0855

Past President

Martin K. McNicholl, 4735 Canada Way,
Burnaby, BC V5G 2L3

(604)-294-2072

1st Vice President

David Shepherd, 285 Paisley Rd,
Guelph, ON NIH 2P8

(519)-763-6936

2nd Vice President/

Elizabeth Kellogg, 315 Forman Avenue,

Sanrataryv
Dacretary

Recording Toronto, ON M4S 2S6 (416)-487-7513
Secretary

Treasurer/ Bob & Fran Hubert, 10 Paulson Court,

Membership St. Thomas, ON N5R 1M9 (519)-631-2631

Directors at Large

Roger Frost, 315 Forman Avenue,
Toronto, ON M4S 2S6

(416)-487-7513

Lucie Métras, Bird Banding Office, CWS
100 Gamelin Boulevard, Ottawa, ON K1A OH3

(819)-997-4213

Dave Brewer, RR # 1, Puslinch, ON NOB 2J0

(519)-763-0997

Paul Prior, 174 Broadway Avenue,
Toronto, ON M4P 1V9

(416)-488-3984

OBBA Rep. to
LPBO

David Brewer, R.R. # 1,
Puslinch, ON NOB 2J0

(519)-763-0997

Journal Editor

Bill Mcllveen, R.R. # 1,
Acton, ON L7J 2L7

(519)-853-3948

Newsletter Editor

Audrey Heagy, 1037 Brough Street,
London, ON NG6A 3N5

(519)-586-3083
(519)-439-7694

OBBA SCHEDULE OF EVENTS, 1995-1996

20 July 1995
September 1995
October 1995
December 1995
Januzary 199A
March 1996
March 1996
March 1996
June 1996

Next meeting of the OBBA Board of Directors
Next Newletter 40(3), copy deadline is 15 August
Fall Band-out and Outdoor Meeting

Newsletter 40(4), copy deadline is 15 November

Rarew your membership and sand in handing totale for thz Jourpal

Newsletter 41(1), copy deadline is 15 February
Annual General Meeting and Spring Meeting
Ontario Bird Banding, Volume 27, publication date.
Newsletter 41(2), copy deadline is 15 May

last newsletter

ARE YOU A DELINQUENT?

if you do not renew.

Did you know that one in four OBBA members are delinquents? Check the
mailing label on your newsletter to see if you are paid up for 1995. If you have
yet to renew your OBBA membership for this year do so now. This will be your

10
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