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NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE OBBA EXECUTIVE

» OBBA Annual General Meeting, 11 March 1995: The Annual General Meeting of the Ontario Bird
Banding Association will again be held at the Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters in Burlington,
Ontario. Directions and the program for this meeting are included with this newsletter.

» Bucket Raffle: Do you have an item to donate for the Bucket Raffle at the AGM? Bring it to the
AGM or contact Eric Machell, (905)-668-0855.

» 1993-1994 Journal going to the Printers!: A double issue [Volumes 25 (1993) and 26 (1994)] of
the OBBA journal, Ontario Bird Banding, will be available at the AGM in March 1995. If you don’t
pick up your copy at that meeting it will be mailed to you.

» New Member: Welcome to the following new member, hope to see you at the AGM: Ms. Edmee
Steiner, Willowdale.

» Thank You! Many thanks to the following OBBA members who made a donation to the Ontario Bird
Banding Association: D. Hussell & E. Dunn, Dr. Edward R. Dinniwell, Anne Brander & Jim Wilson.

> 1995 Birdathon: Roger Frost has agreed to represent the OBBA in the Baillie Birdathon again this

year. By sponsoring Roger you are supporting banding three ways. the OBBA, LPBO, and Baillie Fund!

Furthermore, your donation is tax deductible. Please sign the sponsor sheet at the AGM or mail in the
sponsor form on page 8 of this newsletter.

» Next Newsletter: Please send material for the next newsletter by 1 June 1995 to: Audrey Heagy,
1037 Brough Street, London, ON N6A 3NS5, (519)-439-7694

» Reminders:

» 1. RENEW YOUR OBBA MEMBERSHIP! Check the mailing label on this newsletter
to see if your membership fees for 1995 are overdue.

» 2. GET YOUR 1994 BANDING TOTALS AND ANNUAL REPORTS TO BILL
MCILVEEN FOR THE 1995 OBBA JOURNAL.
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COLOUR-BANDED OSPREYS IN ONTARIO
Peter J. Ewins

[ The following article was initiall;v prepared for the Georgian Bay Osprey Society newsletter and was
also included in the Toronto Bird Observatory newsletter. AEH ]

For the last five years, the Canadian Wildlife Service, in conjunction with the Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources and the Georgian Bay Osprey Society, has been studying Ospreys in the Canadian parts of the
Great Lakes basin. These intensive studies aim to see how the populations are faring as they recover
from the effects of organochlorine pesticides and other chemicals, which extirpated breeding birds along
the main Great Lakes shorelines during the 1950s-1970s.

Although breeding numbers continue to rise slowly and reproduction appears to be quite successful in
many areas, we need t¢c know whether those young which are raised in the more contaminated areas
actually survive to recruit back into the breeding population. We also need to compare adult survival in
different areas, before we can conclude that all populations are ‘healthy’.

To answer these questions, many Ospreys have been banded. Since 1991, Ospreys in more accessible
nests have been banded when about two-thirds grown, in mid-July. Each chick is given an individually
numbered aluminium band on the right leg, and a plastic colour band on the left leg. The colour used
varies by year to indicate the hatching year. The same colour coding is applied throughout the Great
Lakes basin. So far, the following colours have been used:

1991 = BLACK 1993 = LILAC
1992 = YELLOW 1994 = LIGHT GREEN

In other areas, Ospreys have been found to breed first when 3 to 4 years old. Therefore, we would
expect to see a few of the birds hatched in 1991 or 1992 coming back to look for nesting sites in 1995.
Everyone could help with this project by reporting any banded Ospreys, with details of date, place, and
activity of the bird. You might expect to see colour banded Ospreys either on the breeding areas, or as
they fly past one of the hawk-watch stations during migration.

The other type of colour band you might see is a blue aluminium leg band with a single white letter and
number (and a standard aluminium band on the opposite leg). This arrangement of bands has been placed
on a few birds which were caught as adults on their nests, mid-way through the incubation period. We
have been able to capture these incubating birds very safely using a special kind of noose trap, as used
in a similar way for various falcons and other hawks in other studies elsewhere in the world. By banding
nesting adults we can check for individual breeders each year, and so calculate the percent survival in
different areas. Some birds do occasionally move nesting areas, so let us know if you see any adults
banded like this!

So far, we have only had two recoveries from our bandings in Ontario — both of birds in their first
autumn. One Osprey, banded north of Lake Nipigon, was found dead beneath transmission lines in
Alabama. Another, banded in a Kawartha Lakes nest, was picked up in a field in southern Pennsylvania.

If you see any colour bands on Ospreys please contact Pete Ewins at the Canadian Wildlife Service.
Phone: 416-973-6000. Fax: 416-973-5665. E-mail: ewinsp@aestor.am.doe.ca
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THE MOUNTSBERG HELIGOLAND TRAP
David Brewer

The busiest season of the Mountsberg banding programme is from late August through to the first
snowfall. The main banding area is known as the “sparrow fields”, for good reason: since we are able
to plant lure-crops, at times during the fall there are great concentrations of sparrows, starting with Songs
in August and September, through Swamps and White-throats in late September, to White-Crowns and
Lincoln’s in October, and finishing up with Trees in November.

Nonetheless, despite the high density of birds, at times banding can be quite frustrating. The netting sites
— in an open field crossed by several thick hedges — are very vulnerable to adverse weather conditions.
Obviously netting cannot take place during wet weather (and in the last two years rain has seemed to zero
in on Saturdays like a surface-to-air missile), but even moderate winds prevent the use of nets, while
bright sunlight makes them glaringly conspicuous in their open sitwation. Heligoland traps suffer from
none of these problems, and the construction of a Heligoland became one of our major objectives.

The first hurdle to be overcome was one of finance. Fortunately, through the generosity of the Friends
of the Environment Foundation administered by Canada Trust, we were able to obtain a substantial grant
that essentially covered the entire cost of materials. This behind us, we selected a site, after much
debate, and finally broke ground in July 1994. In our naivety, we estimated that construction would take
about six weeks, getting us into action in time for the major sparrow influxes of the fall.

After marking the site, the next task involved sinking holes for the vertical posts, which were mostly ten-
inch diameter cedars taken from my property in Puslinch Township. With the loan of a tractor-driven
auger from the Halton Region Conservation Authority, we estimated that it would take an evening to drill
the sixteen necessary holes. This plan ganged more than slightly agley when we discovered a nasty gift
left over from the last ice-age, namely, a solid layer of shale about two feet down. Four hours and two
holes later, we began to realise that life was going to be a little more complicated than anticipated.
Nevertheless, we did get our verticals in place in about two weeks.

The next stage, involving many hands, much contradictory bawling of instructions and a maximum of
confusion, resulted in the assembling of the horizontal members, which were mostly 2 x 6 for strength.
After bracing these, supporting wires were added. We were able to wire the structure fairly thoroughly:
I found the cheapest way to buy wire was by a 280-rod coil. Being a bit fuzzy as to what a rod was
(other than a vague memory that there are four in a cricket pitch and forty in a furlong), I found myself
in possession of about one and a quarter miles of wire (of which more than half a mile is still left over:
for a suitable consideration we will make this available to any worthy recipient).

We used one-inch chicken-wire for most of the walls and all of the roof, after conducting some tests to
see if birds can squeeze through; surprisingly, even goldfinches have considerable difficulty. When the
mesh is horizontal, as in a roof, they cannot get out at all. Further into the trap we switched to half-inch
chicken-wire. In the funnel, we used half-inch plastic mesh to avoid scrape injuries on the bills of birds.

A considerable amount of thought went into the design of the catching-box. Due to the large numbers
of birds in the fall, we have to be able to accommodate several dozen large sparrows at a time, without
injury. The first stage is to divide the birds by a vertical wall, with access holes on either side. This
gives a box which is much wider than usual, and from which two banders can remove birds
simultaneously. Secondly, on each side there are four horizontal dividers, giving a total of eight
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compartments. There is a gap between each divider and the vertical plexiglass which forms the front of
the box. In each compartment, a slot is cut in the side wall, just above the floor. A piece of hardboard
inserted through the slot is used to adjust the width of the gap between compartments, and also allows
compartments to be shut off, with or without birds. Finally, a hinged shutter on the front of each
compartment can cover the plexiglass window and keep birds quiet until they can be processed. When
the trap is not in use, a door at the back of the box is padlocked in an open position to prevent
unauthorized use.

Whether the trap will live up to our expectations remains to be seen: we got it finished just before the
first snow, and so far only one species of sparrow, Tree, has been caught, all the others having very
sensibly decamped for warmer climes. We will have to do a little tree-planting next spring, but we have
great hopes for the coming fall. We hope to see many OBBA members at Mountsberg in the future.

Figure 1: Side and Front Views of Catching Box
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TAPE LURING SAW-WHET OWLS
Dave Shepherd

The Northern Saw-whet Owl has been the focus of a number of banding studies in Ontario in the past 40
years or so. Indeed, in the 1955-69 period, Ontario could be considered to be the centre of Saw-whet Owl
banding, as 48% of the 4,802 banded in North America were banded in the province.

Many of these studies were extremely demanding, both in terms of materials and effort. Probably the most
famous study, at Prince Edward Point in the 1975-89 period, typically operated 30 to 40 nets all night for
40 nights or more in a fall season. In their best year, 1981, nearly 800 Saw-whets were banded. An
impressive total, but, when reduced to birds trapped per net-hour, the banding rate is less than 0.1. Ina
poor year, the figure could be as low as 0.015. In his last report to the OBBA Journal for 1990, Ron Weir
ascribed the discontinuation of the project to the difficulty in recruiting sufficient people to put in the long
hours required.

In recent years, U.S. banding stations in the western Great Lakes region have begun using a tape lure to
increase the numbers of Saw-whets trapped. It is estimated that this technique can boost catches by up to
ten-fold! As an indication, some 2000 owls are now banded annually at three U.S. stations in this region.

When Thunder Cape Bird Observatory began operations in the fall of 1991, we were anxious to see if there
was a reasonable passage of Saw-whet Owls through the area. A fairly half-hearted attempt using the array
of nets used otherwise for trapping songbirds yielded 61 owls in essentially three nights. Encouraged by
this success, we tried harder the next year with extra nets and effort but were disappointed with a total of
only 48 owls. By 1993, I'd heard of the success of tape luring and towards the end of the season we
started to use it, albeit with rather primitive equipment. The result was an encouraging 110 owls caught.
Last year, 1994, we mounted a comprehensive effort, and, despite refining the technique as we went along,
a very respectable total of exactly 400 was achieved, with only about three all-nighters. We had a bonus
of four foreign recoveries, as well!

Essentially, the tape luring technique consists of broadcasting a recording of the most familiar call of the
Saw-whet, the fluted whistle repeated approximately 100 times per minute. An array of nets is set up
around the tape player and the owls are lured to the tape as moths to a candle.

Now for the specifics. It's important to use as clear a recording as you can get. This is best achieved by
transferring a CD recording directly (i.e. not via a microphone) to a continuous-loop cassette tape.
However, continuous-loop tapes are hard to find, expensive and very fragile - literally, one second of play
in reverse will unspool them and render them useless. So the trick is to then to re-record them onto a 90
minute regular cassette (45 minutes each side). This way, in the relatively safe (and well-lit) comfort of
your own home you can use one continuous cassette to produce say two Saw-whet Owl tapes (one as a
backup), a Boreal, Barred or Screech Owl tape for variety, and a number of tapes of passerine species that
respond well to tape luring (see below).

We initially used a walkman-type recorder with powered speakers. This attracted owls but was very heavy
on batteries and the low output was easily drowned out in any wind. We finally settled on a cheap car
stereo (non auto-reverse) powered by a heavy-duty deep-cycle 12 volt battery. A station in Wisconsin has
a similar set-up with a built in solar panel! It would seem that positioning the speakers low to the ground
produces greater results. The jury is still out on volume. The Wisconsin station, at an inland site, blasts
their lure call out using a 50 watt 4-way speaker system. Our system puts out 2 maximum of 9 watts. In
general, it was played at volume and graphic equalizer settings that sounded like a real Saw-whet (i.e. zero
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bass and treble boost). On calm nights, full volume seemed to spook a number of owls which were caught
flying away from the set-up in surrounding nets. On windy nights, or with noisy wave action, the volume
was turned up to maximum. The player was covered with plastic to keep it dry (condensation can play
havoc). The speakers were mounted in small baffles to improve sound quality and protect the cones.

The type and siting of nets is very important. At Thunder Cape, we used a square of four nets around the
tape player, arranged in two sets of two nets sharing a common pole. We also used four additional nets
in good “owl spots” nearby. (It was these nets that alone caught owls when the volume was too loud, we
believe). The square arrangement worked well at Thunder Cape, but I suspect for an inland site with
louder broadcast volumes, nets somewhat further from the tape would be advantageous, say in a hexagon.

We began by using 40’ (12 m), four panel, 2.375" (6 cm) mesh, nylon, mist nets from the Eastern Bird
Banding Association (EBBA). These nets are somewhat flimsy, being made with 110 denier 2-ply material,
and owls tended to get rather tangled. Some nets also had wide variation in the amount of bag. We then
switched to British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) nets of th: same mesh size, but which are fairly heavy-
duty nets with 110 denier 3-ply netting material. Both varieties of net are tethered on the top shelf string.
It had been hoped that the BTO nets would prove to be a substantial improvement over the EBBA nets in
terms of easier removal of owls. However, this was not the case. The distribution of bag was much more
even, but owls still got very tangled on many occasions. Even highly skilled mist netters had difficulty
with some individuals and there was an unacceptably high level of wing strain occurrence. All birds were
successfully rehabilitated, but it was a lengthy process. The 2.375" mesh size is such that Saw-whets
frequently jammed their heads tightly in the mesh, and were able to get one or both wings through and
spin. The shelf strings are made from twisted (versus braided) nylon, and consequently stretch easily. It
was impossible to achieve a satisfactory tension that could cope with ten owls in a net at a time. Even with
the bottom shelf string set some 4’ (1.2 m) above the ground, owls came perilously close to being grounded
on some occasions. Next season, we will begin using BTO special purpose 1.5" (3.8 cm) mesh nets.
These nets are only two panel, but each panel is a full 3’ (0.9 m). The shelf strings are made from heavy
duty braided material and do not stretch. The mesh material is also a heavier 210 denier 2-ply. They are
recommended for shore birds over water and would, I think, be ideal for Saw-whets.

I believe that use of a tape player, combined with a limited number of nets, could make Saw-whet Owl
banding a profitable venture for many banders in just about any location. Highly successful stations in
Wisconsin and Minnesota are inland. The increased catching rate (over “passive” netting) makes even a
few hours before midnight worthwhile. With the number of “mainstream” owl banding stations around
the Great Lakes on the increase, there is sure to be increasing recovery and foreign recovery rates.

I must issue some warnings though. Don’t underestimate your catchiug potential. Make sure you have
enough banders, bags and flashlights to cope with 20-30 owls in a 45 minute check. I do recommend net
checks every 45 minutes, maybe even more frequent on very busy nights. This also fits in with a 45
minute tape — you just turn it over after extracting. The owls seem to be a little feistier if the tape is
playing during extraction. Be very alert to predation. Large owl species soon clue in to a free supper.
If this becomes a real problem, consider moving the site to where there is a more dense overstory.
Mammals too can cash in on the bonanza. When setting up, test your tension with multiple bags to
represent ten or so owls: make sure they stay three feet or more above the ground. At Thunder Cape, we
make very good use of a well-trained dog to keep predators and net-wrecking deer away.

I will be more than happy to provide further details (habitat selection, timing etc.) to anyone who is
interested. Don’t stop at Saw-whets, though. Once you have the set-up, you'll want to use it on finches,
swallows and other species — the results can be amazing.

Dave Shepherd, 285 Faisley Road, Guelph, Ontario NIH 2P8 Tel. (519)-763-6936
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BANDING HIGHLIGHTS

[ The following short notes were provided in response to my request included with the membership
renewal form. Thanks for taking the time to pass on some of your 1994 banding highlights. I'll gladly
include any further notes in the next newsletter. AEH ]

David R. Lamble, Fergus, ON
Tree Swallow Banding Highlights:
® Oldest Return: 10 years old — banded as L-U in 1983.
* Change of Place: banded as L-U in 1992, found nesting in Ohio.
* Exceptional Recovery: banded as L-U in 1993, found dead in Port Aransus, Texas in May 1994.
(I think this is a unique recovery — previous Ontario TRES have been recovered in Florida).

Anne Brander and Jim Wilson, Dorset, ON
Loon Bay Station, Dorset, ON:
April was the banding highlight for the Loon Bay Station. We caught the Slate-colored Junco
migration and banded 315 juncos, along with 15 American Tree Sparrows, 5 Fox Sparrows, 10
White-crowned Sparrows, 4 Song Sparrows, plus Brown-headed Cowbird, Purple Finch, Red-
breasted Nuthatch and American Robin — all with one net!

Longevity Records:

Slate-colored Junco U-M 09-22-87 A7Y-M  04-29-94 Minimum age — 8
Myrtle Warbler SY-M 06-13-88 8Y-M 05-18-94
Black-capped Chickadee @HY-U 07-13-89 6Y-M 14-05-94

Robert P. Yunick, Schenectady, NY

1994 Banding Highlights:

* crash of the House Finch population, presumably due to a type of conjunctivitis.
New York State’s first Rufous Hummingbird banded in December 1994 at Cambridge,
Washington Co., NY [in northeastern New York].

* alarge 1993-94 invasion of Black-capped Chickadees at Jenny Lake (near Corinth, NY) totalling
191 banded and 40 returns (oldest 8 years), and a 25-year record high Red-breasted Nuthatch
invasion with 177 banded and 4 returns.
A 05-1-94 recovery at Anjou, PQ of a Common Redpoll banded at Jenny Lake on 03-26-94.

® A 01-18-94 recovery at Greeley Hill, BC of a Pine Siskin banded at Schenectady on 05-18-90.

Dave Martin and Audrey Heagy, Fanshawe Conservation Area, London, ON

Educational Banding Program and new MAPS Station:

* total of 409 birds of 49 species banded (including 207 birds banded during the MAPS sessions).

® 21 returns including a Gray Catbird banded as AHY-U on 28-05-88, last retrapped on 08-07-94,
minimum age of 7 years.

® 12 educational banding programs run during spring and fall migration periods.

® 1994 was the first year for the Fanshawe Dam MAPS station. During ten MAPS banding
sessions, between 28 May and 22 August 1994, a total of 323 birds of 26 species were captured
(including repeats, returns and escapes).

* at least 35 volunteers were involved in the Fanshawe banding programs in 1994,
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

Ontario Bird Banding Association: 1995 AGM, 11 March 1995, RBG Headquarters, Burlington, ON.

Long Point Bird Observatory: 1995 AGM, 1 April 1995.

Ohio Bird Banding Association: Spring Meeting, 1 April 1995, Johnny Appleseed Metropark, Lima,

Ohio. ;
Eastern Bird Banding Association: AGM, 21-23 April 1995, The Grand Hotel, Cape May, NJ. Call

for papers, contact: Barbara Ross, 308 Thornhill Road, Baltimore, MD 21212, (410)-435-7155.
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ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY POSTAL CODE

PHONE (home) (work)

MEMBERSHIP: HOUSEHOLD ($20) O STUDENT ($10) O

DONATION: $

Please make cheque payable to ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION and mail to:
Bob Hubert, 10 Paulson Court, St. Thomas, Ontario N5R 1M9

I presently hold a banding permit: YES / NO  Type of permit

Name of station

March 1995
$35555355535555555555553555555555555535S5SSFSTFTFSFSFSFSFSFSFF5$SS$TF$$$$58S

1995 OBBA BIRDATHON SPONSOR FORM

I'll sponsor Roger Frostfor § — per species.
or I’ll sponsor Roger Frost for a flat donation of $
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY POSTAL CODE

Return this form to:  Roger Frost, 315 Forman Ave., Toronto, Ontario M4S 2S6
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