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1999 FALL BAND-OUT
Ermic Rogers

Wc stood and looked ar another empty net dunng
one of our net rounds. “I’s usually cither feast or
famuine here” said John Miles. But as it tumed out, it was
neither.

We were ar Haldimand Bird Observatory’s Selkirk
Provinaal Park banding station for the Fall Band-out on
September 11 and those of us who attended — David
Brewer, Eric and Lorna Machell, Jon McCracken,
Dawvid Lamble, Chades Frands, Cedlia and Fiona Francis,
Cathy Rogers and myself, as well as the resident banders,
john Miles, Jim Smith, Elizabeth Morgan, and
Chris and Mike Kimber, enjoyed a ‘somewhat quict’
day with excellent weather. Bur by the end of it we had
been rewarded with 17 birds of 10 speaes:

1 - HOWR 1-GCIH
1-SWTH 1 - REVI]
4 - NAWA 4- MAWA
2- BIBW 1 - AMRE
1 - WIWA 1-LISP

Best Wishes
for the
Holiday

i
A T

:

Why doa’t you join us next year? Bang a frend and
enjoy a day in pleasant surroundings with fellow
banders. Who knows, we might even experience one of
John'’s “feast” of hirds?

The Spang 2000 Band-out will be held at Prnce Edward
Point Bird Observatory. The date will be announced in
the next Nesskiter and we look forward to seeing you
there.

OBBA WEB PAGE

Ermie Rogers

he Ontario Bird Banding Assodaton has pone
global and 1s now on the world wide web ac
hittpe/ [ stes.medscape.net] tnteomm | obba) OBBA. bt
To make more people aware of who we are and what we
do, and in an effort to increase our membership, our new
web page went on-line in early September. It sets out the
aims of the Assocation; lists names of people 1o
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(OBBA WEB PAGE — Continued from page 1)

contact and provides a lot of other information
as well as links to other sites. A membership application
form is provided that can be printed out and sent to the
Membersship Secretary.

Our web page has attmcted a number of favoumble
comments. Be sure to visit it and tell your friends about it.

SPRING BANDING SEASON AT
CHOKPAK

David Brewer

Il;avc recently received a report of the spring’s
ctivities from Andrei Eduardovich Guorilov,
the station director at Chokpak Bird Observatory in
Kazakhstan, Central Asia. 1 was fortunate enough to
spend a week there in May myself.

The station operated from Aprl 22 to May 26, with a
total of four paid staff including Andrei Eduardovich.
Accommodation was in tents and in a portable traler. A
small number of visitors from outside Kazakhsian stayed
for various peniods of ntme. One major innovation from
my previous visit was the availability of a four-wheel
dave truck which made supply much easier.

The following are the banding totals by spedies:

Montague’s Harrier 1
Europcan Sparrow Hawk 1
European Kestrel 2
Lesser Kestrel 2
Hobby 3
Eurasian Quail 1
Stone Curlew 1
Oriental Stock Dove 1
Stock Dove 15
Turtle Dove 3
Oriental Turtle Dove 15
European Nightjar 13
Long-eared Owl 15
European Bee-ecater 227
Blue-checked Bee-eater 7
European Cuckoo 3
European Roller 15
Hoopoe 5

Barn Swallow 1995
Red-rumped Swallow 10
House Martin 11
Sand Martin (Bank Swallow) 134
Magpie (Black-billed) 2
Rook

Black-throated Thrush

Nightingale

1

1

3
Bluethroat 1
Golden Oriole 1
Siberian Chiffchaff 1
Greenish Warbler 4
Blyth's Reed warbler 1
White Wagtail !
Masked Wagtail 1
Yellow Wagtail !
Black-headed Wagrail 4
Grey Wagtail 1
Tree Pipit 7
Lesser Grey Shrike 1
Spotted Flycatcher 1
European Starling 7

Rose-coloured Starling 69
Indian Mynah 14
Linnet 2
European Goldfinch 1
Chaffinch 1
Scarlet Rosefinch Rl
Black-billed Desert Finch 3
Red-headed Bunting 24
Corn Bunting 64

Ortolan Bunting 1

Spanish Sparrow 9738
Indian Sparrow 1152
Total 13781

Catches at Chokpak are heavily influenced by weather
conditions, espedally by wind direction. Heaviest
catches were on Apnl 30 (879 birds), May 12 (3836),
May 15 (1246), May 17 (4352) and May 18 (1171). By
contrast, on May 16, in between two very busy days,
only one bird was banded.

Fall operations will commence about August 16.
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GLEANINGS
FROM THE
INTERNET

D(m’t forget 1o visit our own OBBA web site at:

http://sites.netscape.net/tntcomm /obba/
OBBA.htm

The Eastemn Bird Banding Association’s new web site 1s
at hup://www.pronetisp.net/~bpbird

Banding Stations and Observatories are listed at the
Migmtion Monitoring Network’s site at: hip://
www.rsLpsw.fs.fed.us/pif/mnstalst.html

Longevity records for North American birds can be
found on the Bird Banding Labormtory’s web site at
www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bbl  Click on the highlighted
words “Life span” then on “Longevity Records by
Speaes™. The last update was March 1999,

The year 2000 is but days away. If you have not yet
checked your computer for Y2K compatbility,
tools are available for downloading ar the following
sies:

http://www.pc.ibm.com /year2000/
http:/ /www.microsoft.com /y2k/

More information on Y2K can be found at;:

http:/ /www.zdnet.com/enterprises/zdy2K/
downloads/

hup:/ /www.aol.ca/netfind /features /y2k/
Viruses have been detecred that are set o acavare themselves
on December 25 and could wipe out your hard dnve. For
informanon on the W32/Kriz.3862 and the Bubbleboy
virus and other nasties, visit  http:/www.mcafee.com/

centers /anti-virus/

EDITOR’S NOTES

clcome to new members Jim Smith of

Dunnville,Chas Kimber of Toronto and David
Simpson of Mississauga. Jim and Chris joined dunng the
fall band-out at Selkirk Provindal Pack. David is retuming o
banding after an extended break and offers his assistance
to anyone who needs it.

¢ Do you buy your mist nets from the Association?
David TLamble, who handles equipment sales, has
asked me to remind members to make all cheques
payable directly to him. David hopes soon to stock
banding pliers ar a reduced cost and will be pleased
1o help you with your requirements. David's
phone number is 519-843-1205 or you can
e-mail him at dlamble@hotmail.com.

* Let’s celebrate the year 2000 1n a worthwhile
way by each of us signing up a new member
for the Association. Do you know someone
who might enjoy our publications and
meetings? Why not give them a year’s
membership in OBBA as a surprise Chastmas gift?
The updated OBBA brochure enclosed with
this newsletter and the handy wallet- or
purse-sized card can be given to friends or
others interested in learning more about the
Association and what to do if they find a
banded bird. If you need more copies please
contact Lrnmie Ropers and he will be pleased
to supply them. Ernie can be reached at
905-949-9995 or by e-mail  at
crogers@inforamp.net.

* Your 2000 Membership Renewal Form s
enclosed with this newsletter. On the
same page you will find an invitation to
participate in a Silent Auction sponsored by
the Haldimand Bird Observatory. Noted
nature illustrator, artist and nature columnist
Barry Kent MacKay has donated a head

(Connnued on page 4)

DATES TO REMEMBER

Renew Membership

Deadline for submissions for January Newsletter

Annual Meeting at the Mountsberg Center,

(details in next Newsletter)

January 1, 2000

January 1, 2000

February 26, 2000
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(EDITOR'S NOTES Cantinsied from page 3)

portrait of a male Northern Harrier.
Why not put in a bid?

Committee wishes to
who made a donation
this year to the Janctte Dean Fund or
to the General Fund. Your supporrt is
very much appreciated.

Executive
cveryone

* The
thank

OBBA AT BSC FALL BIR D FAIR
Ermic Rogers

s part of an ongoing cffort to make more people

aware of the Assocanon’s activities and increase
membership, OBBA members mounted a display at
the Royal Botanical Gardens, Hamilton on October
24, dunng the Bird Studies Canada Fall Bird Fair and
membens” Annual Meeting,

Photos: Emic Rogers

Cathy and Ernie Rogers with Wendy Thomson at the OBBA
display.

The display featured photogmaphs of banding activities;
a map showing the location of bird observatories
and banding stations; a display of banding
equipment; and past copies of joumals  and newsletters
It attmcted a lot of interest and Cathy and Emie Rogers
and Wendy Thomson were kept busy answering
questions from BSC members, Thanks go to Wendy who
designed and donated the eye-catching posters and
an OBBA calendar.

Visitars to the OBBA display study the map showing
the locations of Bird Observatories and Banding Stations
tn Ontana,

John Ouvry Lindfield Roberts

It 1s wath great sadness that the family announced the
sudden passing of John Roberts of Gamsby, Ontano on
October 19, 1999, in his 75th. vear, while vacationing in
London, ngland. Moumed by his two sons Nigel and

Ouvry, partner Sandm Brenner, Imla, Suzanne, Bridget
and family and frends in England and Canada.

A service and private cremation was held in England. In
lieu of flowers, domations in memonam to the Long
Paint Bird Observatory would be greatly apprecated.

From the Clobe and Mazl, Odober 23, 1999,

chrBandmgTotnlsmdStznoan)ort&ttthBBA
]mnmldnxldbcsmmntheamdmd form directly to : |
Bill Mcllveen
OBBA Joumal Editor
RR.#1
“Acton ON L712L7
Cloolngdm:forpubﬂenﬂonhjnmmyl&m

AJ:.
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Photo: David Brewer

Canada Warbler

NET PREDATION
Lori Nichols

n Aprdl 28, 1999, while banding at Mugg’s Island,
Toronto, Ontano there were two unusual cases of
predation of birds in the net.

Ataround 8:00 a.m. I rounded a comer to check a net. At
the far end of the net two Common Grackles were
tugging at something in the net. The birds flew away as |
approached. The thing they were tugping at was a Hermit
Thrush that had been caught in the bottom panel of the
net. The dead thrush hung approximately 4 inches above
the pround, mngled in the net wath stings over its head
and around its wings, a usual capture positon. The
manner in which the thrush was tangled in the net is not
consistent with a dead bird being dropped in the net as
could happen if it had been mptor prey. ‘The thrush had a
hole in the posterior skull, approximately 4 mm in
diameter. The hole was slightly irregulardy edged. The
back of the head was covered in blood. Tt appeared that

some feathers were mussing, at the back of the head
although the blood mught have obscured the actual
distribution of the feathess. There was no other apparent
njury. The eyes were intact and there did not seem to be
any other punctures on the body.

[t1s impossible to know whether the grackles carmied out
an attack meant to kill and possibly eat the thrush, or if
the grackles were responding to stimuli of movement and
were, in essence, trying to play with the thrush and killed
it. It is possible something else killed the thrush and the
grackles were investigating,

Around 10:00 am. the same day, we flushed a Yellow-
shafted Flicker from a net lane at the top of a hill, in a
swatch cut into dogwoods. The bird flew 10 a tree,
shook, then sat like a thrush would — stmight, with tail
out. The flicker gave a call, then flew away. A dead
White-throated Sparrow was in the net where the flicker
had been. “The sparrow was in the bottom panel, mid-way
in the net. The bied hung approximately 3 inches from
the ground. Tt was caught in the net wath a string over its
head and around its wings; apain, a usual capture
position. The bird’s entire posterior skull, almost 1o the
optical sockets, and most of the brains, were missing,
The evee were pone as well and it appeared that they had
been taken posteriory, not anteri »rly. as the aebits were
ntact. There were no other apparent injuries. The flicker
was not directly seen at the compse.

Thankfully, there were no other casualties.

Has any one ese documented birds with punctured
skulls, killed by other birds while in the nets?
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Ontario Bird Banding Association Board of Directors

1999 - 2000
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2 Vice Audrey Heagy, 1037 Brough Streel 519-439-7694
President London ON NG6A INS5 sheagy@ kwic.com
M Vice David Shepherd, 285 Paisley Road  519-763-6936
President Guelph ON NIH 2P38 jeapplem@uoguclph.ca
. Lorma Muachell, Box 2 519-582-4738
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Treusurer/ Ernic Rogers, 1320 Mississauga Valley Bivd. 905-949-9995
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Dircctors at

Cathy Rogers. 1320 Mississauga Valley Blvd.

Suite 804, Mississauga ON L35A 359

905-949-9995
Fax: 905-949-1934
crogers istar.ca

David Lamble, 745 Guelph Street

519-843-1205

Large Fergus ON NIM 2X5 dlamblet@ hotmail.com
Jon MeCracken, P.O Box 3 519-3586-7225
Port Rowan ON NOE IMO jmecracken@ bse-coc.org
Phil Roberts, R.R.#2 519-776-8315
1089 City Road 15, Essex ON N3M 2X6 sofety@ mnsi.net
Journal Bill Mellveen, R.R#1 519-853-3948
Editor Acton ON L7)2L.7 wmectlveen(@ aztec-net.com
Neowsteitas Cathy Rogers, 1320 Mississauga Valley Blvd. 905-949-9995
Nefios Suite 804, Mississaugs ON L3A 389 Fax: 905-949-1934
Editor s Z
crogers) istar.ca
OBBA Rep. to | John Miles, Box 449 519-587-5223
LIPBO Jarvis ON NOA 1J0 miles@ kwic.com
Bunding Lucic M étras, Bird Banding Oflice, CWS 819-997-4213
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The Newsletter 1s published three times a year, in January, July and November, by The
Ontardo Bird Banding Associanon.. Deadlines for receiving material for publication are January 1,
July 1 and November 1.

The objectives of The Ontario Bird Banding Association are the study of omithology, especially by
means of banding and other marking techniques; the promotion of ornithological investigations and the publication
of scentific and educational papers pertaining (o these subjects, particularly within the Provinee of Ontario; and

co-operation with organizations with similar objectives.

The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of each contributing author and do not necessanly

SV

represent the views and opimions of The Ontano Bird Banding Assocation or its management.

OBBA Newsletter

Prnted by The Prantng House

3 Robert Sveck Parkwav. Mississaupa

November 1999



