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Hiewms to the Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory!

The ideas of banding and a bird observatory in Bruce County are not new. Years
ago, Bruce and Howard Krug were banding gulls on Chantry Island, just offshore
from Southampton. Others have since shared their vision and experimented with
banding on the Bruce. Its geography makes the peninsula an obvious choice to
study birds — a funnel of land jutting over 100 kilometres into the centre of Lake
Huron and Georgian Bay. In the fall of 2000 the right combination of people, skills
and dedication were present to formalize this vision. The founding board, formed by
six members of the Cabot Head Important Bird Area Steering Committee, moved
ahead with the incorporation of the new observatory.

The Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory is dedicated to bird studies. Our goal is to
promote and foster the study, appreciation and conservation of birds and their
habitats on the Bruce Peninsula. We plan to organize and participate in monitoring
and research projects related to wild birds and their habitats and other aspects of

natural history in the Bruce Peninsula

area. We want to further our knowledge Founding Board

and understanding of bird populations, President/Chair - Cindy Cartwright
habitat use and migration patterns in the Secretary - Rod Steinacher
area by collecting and dissemination of Treasurer - Brad Johnston
information on that topic, and to educate Directors - Ted Cheskey

and inform the public about birds and - Ethan Meleg

their habitats on the Bruce Peninsula. - Mark Wiercinski

Editor's note ~ the text for this article was taken from the membership newsletter that new members received
when they jomed BPBO i the first two vears following incorporation, The pictures and text boxes have been
added, Additional text was added to deseribe the new outreach and educational banding programs.
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Cabot Head Research Station

The Cabot Head/Wingfield Basin Nature
Reserve is owned by Ontario Parks. The
buildings, where our primary banding site
is located, once belonged to private owners.
After they vacated the site, the buildings
fell into disrepair and suffered from van-
dalism. Starting in November 2000 and
carrying into the following spring, a
dedicated group of volunteers organized
by Cindy Cartwright spent hundreds of
hours cleaning and repairing the main
cottage and pump house to provide accom-
modations and a banding lab for the new
Cabot Head Research Station. Individuals Accommodations at Cabot Head - photo by A.Heagy

from both the Owen Sound and the Huron

Fringe Field Naturalists donated time, supplies and money to fix and furnish the two buildings. Their
efforts have created a comfortable location for researchers, including BPBO, on the Bruce Peninsula.
There is a second cottage on the site which needs major repairs to the roof and porch floor before the
upper level can be safely used for research. Plans are underway to fix this building to provide
additional accommodation and a meeting area. Facing Georgian Bay, BPBO currently uses it for the
sea watch when the wind is too bitter to be outside, and one lower level bedroom provides extra
accommodations.

Migration Monitoring at Cabot Head Research Station

One of the BPBO's main projects is the operation of a Migration Monitoring Station at Cabot Head.
Due to its strategic location at the northeastern tip of the Bruce Peninsula near the centre of the Great
Lakes Basin, Cabot Head is an excellent location for monitoring bird populations during migration.

Cabot Head Research Station from the air — photo by E. Mcleg
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Migration monitoring involves the use of standardized banding and standardized daily counts to collect
data that can be used to determine the population trends for a number of target species. Information on
bird populations is crucial for directing bird conservation efforts. Migration monitoring provides a
method of determining the how populations of many bird species are faring. Indeed for songbird
species which breed in remote northemn areas and winter in inaccessible parts of Central and South
America, migration monitoring is the only viable monitoring method. Most of the priority target
species for migration monitoring are widespread and common; nonetheless, they are sensitive
indicators of the overall condition of their northern breeding habitats and their southermn wintering
grounds.

Bird banding and monitoring studies were carried out at the Cabot Head Lighthouse in 1996 and 1998.
Although the results of these
preliminary studies were favourable
in terms of the numbers of birds
detected, the Lighthouse site was
considered unsuitable for a permanent
migration monitoring station because
of the large number of visitors and
lack of suitable living and working
facilities. When the adjacent Cabot
Head Rescarch Station  facility
became available, it appeared that
these problems were overcome. In
April 2000, ficldwork began at the
Research Station site.

Wingfield Basin from the bluffs ~ photo by A.Heagy

Banders
Audrey Heagy — spring/fall 2000, spring 2001
Rainer Ebel — fall 2001
Daniel Derbyshire — spring/fall 2002

Cindy Cartwright — spring 2002 (relicf).
Outreach and Educational Bander

Stefane Menu - spring/fall 2003
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Cabot Head Important Bird Area

The Cabot Head IBA is located on the northeast headland of the Upper Bruce Peninsula in south
central Ontario. Extending into Georgian Bay, this IBA includes both the terrestrial habitats of the
cape and the offshore waters from Dyers Bay to approximately one kilometre west of Cabot Head.
It supports a globally significant population of Red-necked Grebes, large numbers of White-winged
Scoters, Long-tailed Ducks, Common Loons, a significant raptor and landbird migration, and the
largest contiguous forest south of the Precambrian Shield.

The presence of large numbers of Red-necked Grebes off’ Cabot Head in the spring and landbird
concentrations during migration are the central reasons why Cabot Head is officially recognized as one
of Canada's Important Bird Areas (IBA). Hundreds of grebes gather between Dyers Bay and Cabot
Head over a period lasting several weeks in April and early May.

Red-necked Grebe Surveys

Although many birders had observed the large numbers of Red-necked Grebe which stage along the
Georgian Bay shoreline each spring, little information was available on how many used the area.
where they stopped, and how long they stayed. The first systematic survey of Red-necked Grebes at
Cabot Head was carried out by BPBO in spring 2000. During one survey from a boat in the spring of
2002, a local fisherman provided an important ¢lue to the timing ol the migration when he informed
the surveyors (Cartwright and Derbyshire) that the peak of the smelt (a small fish) run was imminent.
Further research proved that the peak of the Grebe migration coincides with the peak of the smelt run.

Outreach and Educational Banding

In the fall of 2002 a partnership was
established with the Institute for Outdoor
Education and Environmental Studies near
Oliphant. Cindy Cartwright conducted
Northern Saw-whet Owl migration
monitoring on the site and provided
educational opportunities for the students
visiting the center. These opportunities
complement the existing programs that
stafl” provide. The benefits to the students
were exceptional and the stafl requested
that the program continue in the spring and
fall of 2003 and 2004, Up close and personal - photo by W, Grava

Educating and informing the public about birds and their habitats on the Bruce Peninsula is one of
BPBO's primary goals. Outreach banding demonstrations were also provided for the general public at
a variety of locations in Bruce and Grey Counties in 2002/2003. Public interest has shown that these
programs are well worth the time and effort.
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SEXING HATCHING-YEAR YELLOW WARBLERS USING
PLUMAGE CHARACTERISTICS

Keith A. Hobhson, H. Lisle Gibbs, Heidi den Haan

This is a summary of the above research article published in North American Bird Bander.
Unfortunately, the full article could not be included due to space limitations. The full article can
be found in NABB Vol. 25 No. 1, or on the OBBA website. Our thanks to Heidi den Hann for
giving permission to share the article with OBBA members.

“Identification of sex is essential for a wide range of behavioral, ecological. and evolutionary studies of
birds... This is particularly true of juvenile or hatching-year (1Y) birds that can rarely be sexed by
plumage characteristics... The advent of genetical methods for verifying sex of individuals are relatively
non-invasive, and make possible more thorough evaluations of morphological traits as candidates for
distinguishing sexes™.

I'he authors used genetic analysis to verify the sex of individual birds used in the research project. The
birds were captured in the fall, identified as HY by the degree of skull ossification. and classed as
“bright”, “intermediate bright™, “intermediate pale”, or “pale™ based on the relative brightness of their
body plumage. Blood from a random sample of the birds was taken for DNA analysis and a single outer
rectrix was plucked for plumage analysis before releasing each bird.

The feathers were taped to a digitalizing
tablet and covered with a clear acetate
cover. Then the colours were quantifi=d,
and assigned colour codes based on
Pantone and Munsell colour charts to
define the perception of bright to pale
categories. Once the sex of each bird was
confirmed by DNA analysis. 10 people
with varying levels of experience ageing
and sexing passerines were asked to
separate HY males for HY females based
on plumage characteristics of these rectrices.
Observors initially used the criteria in Pyle.

¢ el »
based on the relative amount of yellow vs — —
dull brown in the outer rectrix, HY YWAR banded at Powdermill Nature Reserve, PA

The feathers were reorganized, additional criteria was supplied, and the same people were asked 1o
separate the males and females a second time. The additional eriteria provided was “that males were
more likely to have yellow edging along the outer (narrow) side of the feather, and that the yellow in
their feathers was generally brighter than that in females™

Initially. using criteria outlined in Pyle, observers correctly classified approximately 76% ol the HY
birds. Experienced observers tended to score higher using this method and did not significantly increase
their score with the additional criteria. Inexperienced observers showed signilicant improvement and
variance among observers decreased with the use of the brightness and amount of yellow criteria.
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Discussion (directly from article)

We used a sex-specific marker to demonstrate that plumage characteristics could be used to sex HY
YWAR. First, we found that the overall brightness of yellow body plumage of HY YWAR is a useful
sexing criterion. This approach worked consistently well for bright- and pale-plumaged birds. In
addition, birds of intermediate plumage coloration that nonetheless could be classified to “bright™ or
“pale” were also sexed reasonably successfully using this method. Importantly, overall brightness was
more reliable in determining sex than estimating or quantifying the proportion on yellow in the outer
rectrix, since there was some overlap in the latter parameter between sexes. Secondly, accuracy of the
rectrix approach for sexing HY YWAR can be improved over the criteria recommended in Pyle (1997)
by also estimating brightness of the yellow in the feather and also judging the amount of yellow along the
outer edge of the rectrix. Specifically, in the field, we suggest that HY YWAR with less than about 60%
vellow in the outer rectrix be considered female and those with more than 75% be considered male. For
intermediate cases. we recommend that those individuals with bright yellow feather coloration and with a
vellow edging along the narrow portion of the feather be classed as males whereas those with dull yellow
and no yellow edging be classed as female.

We encourage those individuals working with migrant HY YWAR to record plumage brightness
according to the criteria we have provided, initially confirming their classifications with the colour chart
scores. In this way, it should be possible to record sex ratio information reliably at the population level
and 1o investigate factors influencing this ratio through time. Although we have only conducted our
work on fledged HY birds, we suspect that using the same plumage brightness criteria, it should be
possible to sex nestling HY YWAR reliably.

EDITOR’S NOTES

OBBA webmaster Jason Sondgren and newsletter editor Cindy Cartwright will be updating the OBBA
website over the winter. Pictures, links to useful sites, and other interesting information will be added.
Anyone with suggestions or requests can contact Cindy at pom@bmis.com. It would be appreciated
if Ontario observatories and banding groups would provide the links to their websites so they can be
included.

Plans are underway to provide the newsletter in an electronic format in a special ‘members only’
section on the website. This will decrease OBBA expenses in both printing and mailing. Paper copics
of the newsletter will be available to OBBA members without computer access, and we will continue
to send copies to the National Archives and the other organizations that currently receive copies.

Notice to Members

At 1 recent board meeting, it was decided that OBBA membership cards would no longer be issued. To
check where you stand with your OBBA membership you should check your address label. In the top lefi
hand comer there should be a number that indicates the year that your membership covers. 11 you have any
questions then please contact Joanne Dewey at 613-476-7546 or dewey(@reach.net.
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NORTH AMERICAN BANDING COUNCIL UPDATE
David Okines — OBBA representative to NABC

This a quick review of the NABC meeting held on September 26™-28" 2003 at Delta Marsh, Manitoba..
This is the first time that a NABC meeting has been held in Canada. The full minutes of this meeting will
be posted shortly on the NABC website. minutes of the previous meetings are already posted. If you have
not looked at the NABC website then please consider doing so. The web site has been updated to include
the new NABC logo, and information on upcoming evaluation sessions is provided.
(http://www.nabanding.net/nabanding/index.htm)

NABC now has five English language manuals available either as hard copy or CD: General, Passerine,
Trainer, Hummingbird and Raptor. The Shorebird manual is ready for publication. There is a detailed
outline of the Seabird manual from Bob Suryan, and the Waterfowl manual is not quite ready to be
submitted to editorial committee. The Bander, Passerine and Trainer manuals are now translated into
French and Spanish. When the Shorebird Manual is done it will be added to the CD

It was also deemed important to consider for publication more identification keys, age/sex keys, guides to
molt limits, and any resource to help improve banding skills and species® identification. Also considered
were manuals on owls, woodpeckers and doves. [f any member has any suggestions for this please
forward them to Audrey Heagy or David Okines.

A top priority is specimen collection. The initial goal is to have three Canadian and three U.S. sites, with
a minimum of 50 skins per collection, these would be available to trainers for use in evaluations or for
organized workshops.

Articles for insertion in NABB will be produced for each issue.

A database will be prepared with information on available bander training programs offered by NABC
Trainers which will be posted on the website. A power point presentation about NABC will be created for
a general audience, to be used by any Council member.

Evaluation/Certification.

The session materials have undergone major revisions. which are still in progress. Changes have been
made o the protocols for trainers (details can be obtained from David or NABC). It was also agreed to
include in the Expectations for Banders some knowledge of the life history of a common bird.,

A recommendation that a subcommittee of the ECC be formed to establish a procedure and application for
rencwal at Bander and Trainer levels, using criteria set forth in New Orleans as a starting point to
establish, for approval by ECC, a process to include notification, documentation, expiration, fees, etc.

was passed. David Okines will serve as chair of this sub-committee, Sara Morris and Steve Russell
volunteered to serve as committee members,

It was decided that Council would approve individual evaluation sessions (also known as, | on | x 2),
following standards set forth in the most recently approved guidelines.
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To increase the pool of raptor Trainers (including owls), opening more opportunities for certification,
Buzz Hull will present a list of names to be passed through current pool of raptor Trainers as nominees (o
be grandfathered as Trainers if approved. Upon approval they will receive appropriate manuals to review
and after review, if they can support/promote aims and standards set forth by NABC, they will be named
raptor Trainers. The deadline for adding Trainers will be two months.

The following officers were elected:
President, Mark Shieldcastle: Secretary, Ruth Russell; Treasurer, Buzz Hull.

Next Meeting.
Meet with WOS/AFO in Ithaca, NY on Saturday morning and Sunday afternoon, April 24" /25", 2004.

OBBA WELCOMES LESLEY-ANNE HOWES

Lesley comes to the Bird Banding Office from the Program Integration Branch of the Canadian Wildlife
Service where she worked for the past 2 years as National Wildlife Issues Coordinator, Lesley has an
undergraduate degree from McGill University in Applied Zoology, and a graduate diploma in endangered
species management and conservation from the University of Kent in U.K.. She has done field research in
many areas, including studying the impact of increasing gull populations on nest site selection of Arctic
and Common Terns in Newfoundland: assisting with captive breeding and reintroduction programs for
Pink Pigeons in Mauritius; and working with the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources rabies research
program. She has authored or co-authored several scientific publications on various topics including
wildlife-habitat requirements, population genetics, bird population trends, and wildlife discase. She has
been involved in banding through her research on terns, Pink Pigeons, and as a volunteer with Innis Point
Bird Observatory, in addition to having experience trapping, tagging and radio-tracking both birds and
mammals. She is looking forward to learning more about banding activities in Canada through visiting
banding stations to participate in their programs, as well as interacting with banders by phone, e-mail or at
workshops such as the upcoming Canadian Migration Monitoring Network meeting in Calgary.

She can be reached by E-mail at: lesley-anne.howes(@ec.ge.ca or by telephone at: (613) 998-0515.

BANDING HIGHLIGHTS

NSWO banded on Oct. 14/01 as SY/F by Rainer Ebel at Cabot Head (BPBO) was recaptured near
Bittinger, Garrett Co, MD on Nov. 5/03.

NSWO banded on Oct. 15/02 by Cindy Cartwright at the Institute for Outdoor Education and
Environmental Studies (IOEES) near Oliphant was recaptured at Long Point on Oct. 25/03.

2 NSWO banded by Bruce Murphy in Timiskaming were recaptured at Holiday Beach, HBMO also
caught 11 (unclaimed) foreign retraps for this season -1 RTHA. | COHA, 2 AMKE, 6 SSHA, | NSWO.
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THE ROLES AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF BANDING ORGANIZATIONS TO THE
NORTH AMERICAN BANDING PROGRAM

Lucie Metras, Canadian Wildlife Service, Ottawa, ON; Sara R. Morris, Canisius College, Buffalo, NY:
Brenda Dale, CWS, Edmonton, AB.

Although early banders worked independently, the development of several organizations specifically for bird
banders has facilitated the exchange of information between banders. Currently there are four regional
organizations that serve as a forum for the exchange of information between banders and as organizations
that promote scientific inquiries involving banding. These organizations are the Eastern Bird Banding
Association, the Inland Bird Banding Association, the Ontario Bird Banding Association, and the Western
Bird Banding Association.

Annual meetings of these organizations encourage communication between banders, the sharing of new
techniques. and the analysis and presentation of results from banding studies. Furthermore, the publications
of these organizations provide a forum for banders to publish their results, as well as to share banding
techniques and innovations to an audience of banders.

Recently, an additional organization, the North American Banding Council (NABC), was established to
promote safe and ethical banding principles and techniques. NABC is developing a series of manuals for
banders of a variety of taxa, a study guide for all banders, and a guide to training new banders and is
certifying the skills of banders, resulting in uniform standards for banding in North America. Banding
techniques, training of banders, and dissemination of banding studies and methods have been greatly
enhanced by the organizations for banders.

Abstract of presentation on OBBA and other banding organizations to the North American Ormithological
Congress, New Orleans, LA, September 2002.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Renew your membership (renewal form enclosed) due now
Ontario Bird Banding Association AGM February 28/29
Deadline for submissions for January 2004 issue January 16

Articles for publication, with a preferred maximum length of two pages in font 12, should be submitted in a
Word document as an email attachment or on a diskette. Please do not number pages. Photos (.jpg) and
drawings would be appreciated. Items from other sources and publications are acceptable, provided that
permission for use in the OBBA newsletter is included with the submission.
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2" ONTARIO BREEDING BIRD ATLAS
Cindy Cartwright — Bruce (8) Regional Coordinator

Many banders throughout the province are helping with the
Breeding Bird Atlas by covering one or more squares in their
area, assisting with owl surveys and point counts, or by
completing casual cards as they travel for work and vacation.

Banders can also help by completing casual cards for birds
with a CP/BP if their banding locations are in other squares.
This will help the atlasser covering that square by upgrading
breeding evidence from *possible” or ‘probable’ into the
‘confirmed” category. There are only two years left in the
project and filling gaps in data is a priority.

For more information about the Breeding Bird Atlas
visit www.birdsontario.org .

In early April this year, a NSWO with BP
was banded near Oliphant in square 17MKS85
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Casual card completed by bander while working at Innis Point Bird Observatory
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The Newsletter is published three times a year, in January, July and November, by the Ontario Bird
Banding Association. Deadlines for receiving material for publication are January 16, July 1
and November L, Material received after the deadline will be held over and considered for

inclusion in the next issue.

R

The objectives of the Ontario Bird Banding Association are the study of ormithology. especially by

means of banding and other marking 1echniques; the promotion of ornithological investigations and the publication
of scientific and educational papers pertaining to these subjects, purticularly within the Provinee of Ontario; and co-
operation with organizations with similar objectives.

The views and opmions expressed in this Newsletter are those of each contributing author and do nol necessarily
represent the views and opinions of the Ontario Bird Banding Association or its management
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