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hunder Cape Bird Observatory (TCBO) was

founded as recently as fall 1991, but in its short
history it has established itself as a prodigious banding
station (for details, see the annual banding summaries
in the OBBA Journal). It has also amassed a remark-
able series of recoveries, but publication of these has
been incomplete and limited to the pages of the
TCBO Newsletter, which has a rather restricted distri-
bution. We thought it therefore appropriate, not least
as both of us have contributed thousands of hours to
the effort at Thunder Cape, to bring these results to
the attention of the OBBA membership, and, as the
Newsletter is a cited journal, to the scientific commu-
nity as a whole.

To date, 101 recoveries have been reported. The bulk
of these, not surprisingly, relate to Sharp-shinned
Hawks (41) and Northern Saw-whet Owls (35) and
these are summarised in Table 2. The remaining
recoveries are listed in full in Table 1. In addition, at
least 11 "Foreign Recoveries", or controls as we prefer
to call them, have been captured at Thunder Cape, and
these are reported in Table 3.

The northern origin of many of the migrants passing
through Thunder Cape is reflected in the extreme
southerly aspect of a number of recoveries, a test-
mony to the concept that the further north an individ-
ual of a species breeds, the further south it is likely to
winter.

A number of the recoveries are all the more remark-
able considering the low numbers banded for these

species. The Canada Goose, the only one banded at

Thunder Cape, was a semi-rehab bird that made it as
far as Towa before going the way of most Canada
Goose recoveries—into the oven!

The Goshawk, one of only 25 or so banded to date,
was, not surprisingly, retrapped at Dave Evans' pro-
lific hawk and owl banding staton at Hawk Ridge,

(Continued on page 2)
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(Thunder Cape—Continued from page 1)

Duluth. It evidently wasn't in any hurry, taking over a
month to get there, unlike some of the Sharp-shinned
Hawks (see below).

The Long-eared Owl recovery is much more interest-
ing in that it was the only individual banded that year.
The movement is typical of the species which dis-
perses far and wide. There is even a recovery of a
California-banded bird in Ontariol

Split Rock Lighthouse is on the shores of Lake Superior,
some 70 km ENE of Duluth. All that was left of the
Yellow-shafted Flicker that was recovered there was
all or part of the skeleton, and the band! The bird was
too young to sex when banded on 8 September 1995.

should be noted that this bird, although banded during
fall dispersal, had moved back to a potential breeding
area by February 23, in keeping with the species’
reputation, together with the Raven, as the earliest
breeders.

Black-capped Chickadee movements are an annual
event at Thunder Cape, to a greater or lesser extent.
The three fairly local recoveries would be
noteworthy records for southern Ontario, but the
two 500 km movements to Minnesota are exceptional
and raise the question of whether Black-capped
Chickadee "irruptions" are regular, if not annual, in
northern Ontario.

and Northern Saw-whet Owl).

Table 1. Recoveries of birds banded at Thunder Cape Bird Observatory (excluding Sharp-shinned Hawk

Species Recovery Recovery Location Dist. Dir. Age Sex Date
Date (Km) Banded
Canada Goose 20 Oct. 96 Lake Odessa, |A 796 SSW 2 5 16Jun. 96
Northern Goshawk 29 Sep. 93 Hawk Ridge, MN 280 WSW 2 4 28Aug. 93
Long-eared Owl Jan. 92 Wabash R. Valley, IN 868 SSE 2 0 29 Sep.91
Yellow-shafted Flicker 10 Oct. 95 Split Rock LH (nr), MN 218 WSW 2 0 8 Sep. 95
Gray Jay 23 Feb. 96 Manitouwadge, ON 239 ENE 2 0 120ct. 95
Black-capped Chickadee 5 Nov. 95 Cloud Bay, ON 4 WSW 2 0 12 Oct. 95
" 24 Jan. 96 L. Minne Belle, MN 556 SW 2 0 6 Oct. 95
I Nov. 94 Marie Louise L., ON 22 NNE 2 0 11Sep.93
” Dec.95 Plymouth, MN 500 SW 2 0 7 Oct. 95
% 15 Feb. 95 Thunder Bay (nr), ON 31 NW 2 0 270ct 92
Eastern Bluebird 17 Jan. 97 Woodpecker Marsh, IA 897 SSW 1 5 1 Jun. 95
American Robin 6 May 97 Arkdale, WI 451 S 6 O 6 May. 96
Cedar Waxwing 28 Jan. 97 Rayne, LA 1972 S 2 0 1 Sep. 95
"Myrtie" Warbler 31 Mar. 94 Indian R. Lagoon, FL 2316 SSE 2 4 15Sep. 92
Blackburnian Warbler 1 May 94 Peotone, IL 762 S 6 4 20May.92
American Redstart 1 Oct. 94 Saukville, WI 535 S 2 5 18Aug. 93
Chipping Sparrow Jun. 95 Milwaukee, WI 578 S 1 0 11 May. %4
Song Sparrow 12 Oct. 95 Honeycreek Area, WI 542 S 1 0 4 May. 95
Slate-colored Junco 31 Oct. 91 Baldwin, Mi 533 SSE 2 O 1 Oct. 91
" 1 May. 96 Blue Lake Twp., MI 494 SE 2 5 13Sep.9
Purple Finch 5 Jan. 94 Dittmer, MO 1095 S 2 0 19Aug. 93
Pine Siskin 29 Aug. 95 Helena (nr) MT 1716 W 2 0 310ct. %4
Evening Grosbeak Apr. 94 Minerva Twp., MN 493 W 2 4 12Aug. 93
* Jun. 96 Thunder Bay, ON 31 NW 5 5 31May. 9

Wias it also too young to migrate and/or navigate, and
came to an untimely end in the treacherous waters of

the great lake?

David Brewer has suggested that the Gray Jay recov-
ery is likely the only distant recovery in Ontario, as,
apart from Dan Strickland's efforts with the isolated
population in Algonquin Park, very few are banded. Tt

Towa is north of the typical wintering range of the
Eastern Bluebird which possibly explains why one of
the only 10 or so banded in total, was found dead
there. The American Robin recovery is not unusual
for the species, but only about 50 have been banded at
Thunder Cape. Rayne, Louisiana, is just north of the
Gulf of Mexico, and the recovery of a Cedar Waxwing
there is one of the longest on record.

(Continued on page 4)
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(Janette Dean—Continued from page 1)

'l Janette Dean with
Wood Duck in Mer
Blen, east of Ottawa,
1984 or 1985.

Photo by Bill
Petrie.

In 1991, Bill Read instituted OBBA sponsorship of
one young naturalist in an established bander training
program of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists at
LPBO, and we hoped to continue such a sponsorship
annually if funds permitted. Because of Janette’s
strong emphasis on bander education, I thought
that a scholarship in her name would be an important
and appropriate way to recognize her influence and
allow us to at least maintain (and preferably increase)
our sponsorship of trainees at LPBO. I proposed this
to the OBBA Board and Janette’s daughters. Since
OBBA does not yet have charitable status, I also
approached OBBA’s institutional offspring, the Long
Point Bird Observatory, about the possibility of re-
ceiving donations for the fund through them, an
arrangement that received initial approval, but was
later not accepted. In the meantime, a former LPBO
director, Doug Tarry, left funds in his will to LPBO
for bander training education. LPBO decided to use
these funds to cover attendance at their FON/LPBO
youth training program. Because the Tarry awards
cover the training at Long Point for which the pro-
posed scholarship was intended, we considered spon-
soring training elsewhere, although this proposition
would delay the awards program until other bander
training programs were established across Canada.

In order not to lose momentum and to recognize
Janette’s contribution sooner, Bill Mcllveen suggested
that OBBA consider instituting an award instead of a
scholarship. The OBBA Board and Janette’s daughters
agreed on an annual award for outstanding contribu-
tions to bird banding in Ontario. The awardee is
chosen by the OBBA Board with input from the Dean
family. Donations for the award are welcome and
should be made directly to OBBA. As OBBA has not
yet been successful in attaining charitable status, we
cannot at present issue tax receipts, although OBBA
has again applied for this status.

The choice of the first awardee, George M. Fairfield,

in 1996 is a highly appropriate reminder both of
George’s many contributions to banding and other
aspects of ornithology in Ontario and of the high
standards which Janette promoted. Surely she would
have been proud to have her name associated with
such a recognition.

More recently the Janette Fleming Dean Memorial
Fund has been established in Ottawa to “provide
living and travel expenses to enable the conduct of a
seasonal field project”. Donations to this fund should
be sent to the Janette Dean Memorial Fund, c/o The
Ottawa Carleton Community Foundation, 125 Laurier
Avenue West, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5]4.
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(Thunder Cape—Continued from page 2)

Warbler recoveries are always of note, not least as
there are precious few of them on record. TCBO's
most distant recovery to date is of a Myrtle Warbler
found dead at Indian River Lagoon, which is on the
Atlantic coast of Florida, north of Palm Beach. The
recovery date of March 31 is well into the spring
migration for this species in Florida. Had this bird
wintered even further SE and perished after an over-
sea crossing from the Antilles? A Blackburnian Warbler
banded on 20 May 1992 was recovered in Illinois in
May 1994. The direct distance is 780 km south, but
this bird had almost completed its 4th migration since
it was banded and at least its 8th since fledging, since
it was an “after 2nd year male” when banded. The
wintering range of this species is Costa Rica to Peru.
So this bird had flown, on migration alone, an abso-
lute minimum of 29,700 km, quite possibly more than
37,700 km, if, as is likely for an individual breeding in
the northern part of its range, it wintered further south
in Peru. Not bad for a 10 gram featherweight!

where this individual spent the intervening winter.

Few, if any, Canadian-banded Chipping Sparrows
have been recovered, despite the numbers banded,
particularly in recent years as the population expands,
which makes the Milwaukee recovery particularly
noteworthy.

The term “winter finches” is inappropriate at Thunder
Cape, since large numbers may be trapped in mid/late
May, especially if tape luring is employed. The two
recoveries and one control for Evening Grosbeak are
unremarkable for this irruptive species, but the Purple
Finch to Missouri is indicative of the more nomadic
nature of that species. The lone Pine Siskin recovery
should be considered in conjunction with the three
controls, two of which were trapped on the same day,
one hailing from New York state, the other from
South Dakota. Between the three origins and one
destination, the four individuals covered over 1000 km
to the southeast, over 600 km to the south and over
1700 km west. A better example of nomadism is hard

Table 2. Summary of recoveries of Sharp-shinned Hawk and Northern Saw-whet Owl.

Species Recovery Recovery Location Dist. Dir. No. Fastest Age Sex Date
Date (Km) (days) Banded
Sharp-shinned Hawk  Various Hawk Ridge, MN 280 WSW 29 3 2 5 Various
" Various Palmers, MN 269 WSW 3 3 2 5 Various
" 2 Oct. 93 Shirland (nr), IL 647 S 2 5 10 Sep. 93
i 3 Mar. 94 Austin, TX 2080 SSW 2 5 16 Sep. 93
B 20 Oct. 92 Birkbeck (nr), IL 884 S 2 5 10 Sep. 92
" Nov. 96 Forked Island, LA 2024 S 2 5 26 Aug. 93
" 3 Oct. 93 Smith Pt (nr), TX 2077 SSW 2 5 18 Aug. 93
" 8 May 97 Sugar Bush, WI 417 SSE 2 5 18 Sep. 93
4 20 Apr. 94 Thornton, WI 389 S 2 5 16 Sep. 93
" Apr. 92 Verona, ND 718 WSW 2 5 28 Sep. 91
N. Saw-whet Owl Various Hawk Ridge, MN 290 Sw 21 5 2 0 Various
" Various Stevens Pt., WI 429 S 5 9 2 0 Various
" Various Cedar Grove, WI 525 S 4 24 1 5 Various
B 13 Oct. 95 Whitefish Pt., Mi 344 ESE 1 1 2 5 20ct. 95
4 14 Mar. 94 Lansing, MI 696 SSE 2 0 26 Sep. 93
; 16 Oct. 92 Little Suamico, WI 396 SSE 2 0 25Sep. 92
" 11 Apr. 96 Rogers City (nr), MI 503 SE 2 4 13 Oct. 94
" 15 Sep. 95 Terrace Bay, ON 145 ENE 1 0 20Oct. 94
to find. Is it any wonder that their appearance in

The American Redstart recovery in Wisconsin is not
particularly remarkable. Of greater interest is the
control of a bird banded on the coast of South
Carolina in migratdon season. Again, one wonders

southern Ontario is such a hit-or-miss event?

Turning to Table 2 and the summarised data, Sharp-
(Continued on page 5)
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(Thunder cape—Continued from page 4)

shinned Hawks reveal an interesting pattern. Multiple
recoveries from the same location have been lumped,
but the number of individuals involved and the fastest
movement are detailed. The bulk of the recoveries
(29) are from birds retrapped by Dave Evans at
Duluth. The fastest journey there was accomplished
in 3 days and there were 12 more in 10 days or less.
From Duluth, Thunder Cape birds seem to head south
through Illinois to the Gulf coast, and then west into
Texas, providing three excellent long-distance recover-
ies. Both Texas recoveries were in March—Sharp-
shinned migration time at that latitude. Can a Mex-
ican recovery be far away?

There are some interesting facts to be gleaned from
the Saw-whet Owl data, too. The number of recover-
ies has been helped enormously by the presence of a
number of banding stations focussing on Saw-whets

and the fastest owl took an extra 4 days to get there,
while Cedar Grove and Whitefish Point are over 500
km away, with consequent longer travel times entailed.
This pattern would be in keeping with the theory that
Saw-whets, like many diurnal birds of prey, are very
reluctant to cross open bodies of water.

This is unquestionably a remarkable series of recover-
ies among the birds banded more recently at Thunder
Cape, and many more must be in the pipeline, so to
speak. These results are largely unprecedented, as
there is a huge gap in Canadian banding activity
between southern Ontario and Manitoba (Brewer, Dia-
mond and Woodsworth, in prep.).

It is regrettable that this "El Dorado" is unlikely to
continue, at least on the same scale, for two reasons.
Firstly, recent changes in band design, whereby the

Table 3. Controls (foreign recoveries) at Thunder Cape.

Species
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2 5 Hawk Ridge, MN

" 2 5 Hawk Ridge, MN
N, Saw-whet Owl 1 0 Little Suamico, WI

" 2 0 Manitowoc, WI

" 2 0 Amold, MN

Y 2 0 Plover, WI
American Redstart 2 5 Charleston, SC
Evening Grosbeak 1 4 Shelldrake, Ml
Pine Siskin 1 0 Elton, NY

" 0 5 Harriston, IL

" 0 4 Aberdeen, SD

Age Sex Banding Location Banding Date Control Date Dist. Dir.

(km)
31Aug. 88 28Sep.93 280 ENE
20Sep. 92 18Sep.93 280 ENE
13 Oct. 92 03 Oct. 94 396 NNW
190ct. 93  200ct. 94 464 NNW
04 Oct. 93 08 Oct. 94 280 ENE
090ct. 91 26Sep.93 417 N
120ct. 93 02 Aug. 94 1824 NNW
20May 92 21May94 385 NW
05Mar.90 18 May 94 1030 NW
31 Oct. 93 12May94 634 N
24 Nov.93 18May94 790 ENE

in the western Great Lakes region, and the majority of
reports are of birds retrapped at these stations. Most
were retrapped in the same fall as banding, giving an
insight into dispersal from Thunder Cape.

As to be expected, most encounters (21) were at Dave
Evans' station in Duluth at the extreme western end of
Lake Superior. The owls were only a little tardier
than Sharp-shins, with the fastest arriving there in 5
days (or rather nights), and 5 more in 10 nights or less.
The distances from Thunder Cape to other stations in
Wisconsin and Michigan are misleading since they are
straight line distances. Taking into account the num-
bers involved and the fastest movements per station
the results would seem to indicate that the owls head
down the north shore of Superior to Duluth before
turning and fanning out into Wisconsin and Michigan.
The distance from Duluth to Stevens Point is 323 km

address “NBS USA” is stamped on the outside of
small bands, with no full address inside is expected to
severely curtail the number of recoveries reported by
the public. OBBA is currently conducting studies to
show that this address is insufficient to ensure delivery
to the U.S. Banding Office. Most of the small bird
recoveries for Thunder Cape were reported by the
public. Indeed 4 individuals bore supplementary
address bands left over from Long Point Bird Obser-
vatory's study of the effect of such bands on recovery
rates. In the absence of a return to using supplement-
ary bands at Thunder Cape, future recovery rates of
small birds will likely diminish.

The second reason is a reduction in banding effort in
recent years. Despite the frequent presence of ready,

(Continued on page 6)
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(Thunder Cape—Continued from page 5)

willing and able volunteers, and a protocol that can
handle additional banding data, it seems that all band-
ing is now terminated when the standardised period
for migration monitoring has elapsed, typically 6
hours. We would feel most strongly that not to max-
imise the opportunity for new information afforded by
the fortunate geography of Thunder Cape is a great

pity.

Thunder Cape Bird Observatory is a unique opportun-
ity which has not previously been available to Cana-
dian banders, to study the dispersal of the northern
populations of many species and to mark significant
numbers of irruptive species such as Boreal and
Black-capped Chickadees, Gray Jay, Downy Wood-
pecker, “winter” finches, etc. The results so far indi-
cate the value of a maximum banding effort, within
reasonable limits, at Thunder Cape, rather than a strict
adherence to contractual obligations.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Thunder Cape Bird Ob-
servatory 1s a joint project of the Thunder Bay Field
Naturalists, Long Point Bird Observatory and the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources working
in partnership with Sleeping Giant Provincial Park
and the Canadian Coast Guard. Additional funding
has been provided by the Baillie Fund, the Community
Wildlife Improvement Program and the Environmen-
tal Youth Corps Program. We would like to thank
David Brewer for access, prior to publication, to the
upcoming Atlas of Canadian Banding Recoveries.
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LETTERS

From Robert G. McKinney,
Rochester N.Y

I read with interest the article on the last page of the
June 1997 issue of the OBBA Newsletter. It deals with
a male American Goldfinch with a green shoulder
patch two years in a row.

I have had a similar experience. On June 1, 1996 in
Allegany Park, near the southwest corner of New
York state, 1 banded a male goldfinch 2060-68833
which I identified as a second year bird based on the
green shoulder patches. Banding at the very same
place this past May 31, 1997 1 recaptured the same
bird and to my surprise it still had a green shoulder
patch. I wonder how many goldfinches this happens
to. Did the bird for some reason fail to go through a
prebasic molt last fall?

I suspect that this does not happen too often or other
banders would have commented on it. The Bird
Banding Laboratory has a policy that an aging or
sexing technique must be at least 95% accurate to be
able to use it. Therefore I would suspect that the
technique is still valid but it would be interesting to
see if other banders encounter this phenomena.

Does anyone else have thoughts on this subject?
Editor.

BANDING TIP #2
John Miles

ften when setting up nets there is nothing suit-

able nearby to which to te. This can often be
overcome by driving a stake into the ground and tying
the net pole to the stake. However, if you are using
wooden stakes, very hard or frozen ground makes it
impossible to put in your stakes. Wooden stakes are
likely to break, are expensive to buy, and heavy and
awkward to carry. An inexpensive alternative is 10
inch to 12 inch ardox nails or spikes. These are
available at most building centres and hardware stores
and are sold by the pound. A dozen twelve inch spikes
will cost about $3.

With a hammer you can drive them into frozen
ground, stony river bottom gravel bars, clay and Long
Point sand. Often, the spikes are in so securely that

you will need to use the claw portion of your hammer
head to pull them out of the ground as you would a
nail out of a block of wood.

The spikes can also be used to drill holes for putting
poles in frozen, hard or stony ground. Hammer the
spike in about half way and twist it around in a
circular motion, pressing sideways on the spike. This
increases the diameter of the hole. A tire iron with the
wrench portion sawed off to create a straight spike,
also works. The diameter of tire irons is usually larger
than the spikes, creating a larger hole. However, the
iron in tire irons is usually soft and will burr when
hammered. Be careful, as these burrs may fly off and
injure your hand or eyes.

BANDING SUPPLIES
David Shepherd

ome years ago, George Wallace, observing that not

all OBBA members subscribe to North American
Bird Bander, and as such, were not alerted to suppliers
of banding equipment, provided a comprehensive
listing in these pages. On several occasions in the last
year or so, I have been asked about mist nets and
other banding items.

As a result, I am considering going one step further
than George. Most banding equipment is only avail-
able from outside Canada. For the private individual,
with a small order, this usually means hefty handling
and postage charges, import duty and, for some sup-
pliers, a money order.

Providing there is sufficient demand, and subject to
Board approval, 1 will propose that OBBA carries
small quantities of a limited range of banding items
such as small mesh nets, pliers, rules etc. This
should make it quicker, easier and cheaper for mem-
bers to obtain supplies. With our, hopefully soon-
to-be, charitable status, import duties might be
waived on some or all items. In any event, I intend to
provide details of suppliers, costs etc. in the Newsltter,
together with best-buy recommendations.

For example, a 30 cm wing rule from Avinet in the
U.S, left- or right-handed, will set you back C$55,
including postage. A similar rule for left- and right-
handers from the BTO would be under C$20 to
members!

I do need feedback though, so please give me a call on
519-763-6963 and let me know what items you would
like stocked.
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1997 FALL BAND-OUT MEETING AT MOUNTSBERG

he 1997 Fall Meeting of the Ontario Bird Banding

Association on Saturday October 4 will again be
hosted by the Guelph Banding Group and Martin
Wernaart of the Halton Region Conservation Author-
ity. This outdoor meeting will be held at the Mounts-
berg Wildlife Centre located just south of Highway
401, between Milton and Guelph. Although the meet-
ing itself is free, there is an admission fee to get into
the Conservation Area.

Weather permitting, the day’s events will get off to an
early start with banding at the productive sparrow
field site. Although the banding will run all
morning, the earlier you Z7™»can get there the better.
The banding site s “some distance from the
parking lot and Interpretive Centre. A
shuttle ser- vice will run periodically
through- ¥, out the moring. If you
drive to the banding  site be extremely careful
when crossing the railway tracks.

The Fall Meeting provides OBBA members the op-
portunity to:

e See the Helgoland trap in action;

e Catch and band a good variety of sparrow species;
e Compare banding techniques and equipment;

e  Meet the OBBA Executive and other members;

e  Visit the Raptor Centre.

Remember to bring your lunch, although there is a
small cafeteria in the Interpretive Centre which serves
snacks. Also bring your binoculars and telescope and
don’t forget to invite family and friends.

New members or prospective members will be espe-
cially welcome. For more information contact Dave
Brewer at 519-763-0997.

Directions to Mountsberg Wildlife Centre.

From Highway 401: Travelling from the east, exit at
junction 312, Highway 1, and go south on Guelph
Line to Campbellville. Turn right onto Campbellville
Road and travel west about 52 km to Milborough
Line, following the signs to Mountsberg.

From the west, exit at junction 299 onto Highway 6.
Travel south and turn left onto Campbellville Road.
Drive east about 6 km to Milborough Line, following
the signs to Mountsberg.

From QEW or Highway 403: The exit to Highway
6 may still be closed. Proceed to Burlington area. Exit
at Highway 1 (Guelph Line) north, about 17 km to
Campbellville. Turn left onto Campbellville Road and
travel west for about 52 km, following the signs to

Mountsberg.

Note: THE RAIN DATE FOR THIS FALL BanD-Ourt 1s
SuNDAY, OCTOBER 5.

Will members of the Executive Committee please
note that a meeting will be held in the banding lab.
after the Band-Out.

BANDING HIGHLIGHTS

artin Wernaart, Mountsberg Wildlife Centre,

reported the following Returns:

e Yellow Warbler banded August 1, 1989,
#183026293 as HY U, retrapped May 17, 1997
(8 years).

e Yellow Warbler banded August 8, 1991,
#185068696 as AHY M, retrapped July 12, 1997
(7+ years).

¢ Common Grackle banded April 29, 1990,
#138361227 as AHY M, retrapped May 11, 1997
(7+ years).

e Common Grackle banded May 5, 1990,
#138361240 as AHY M, retrapped May 11, 1997
(7+ years).

e Amercan Goldfinch banded July 28, 1991,
#185068668 as SY M, retrapped May 17, 1997
(7 years)

e American Tree Sparrow banded December 14,
1991, #1850070742 as U U, retrapped January
11,1997 (5+ years).

o Song Sparrow banded July 30, 1992,
#1451136748 as HY F, retrapped July 26, 1997
(5 years).

e Killdeer banded August 9, 1993, #086295323 as
HY U, retrapped August 6, 1997 (4 years).

NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE
OBBA EXECUTIVE

he 1997 AGM at Mountsberg was such a success

that it has been decided to hold the 1998 AGM at

the same location. Details will be provided in the
December Newsletter.

(Continued on page 9)
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(Notes from the Executive—Continued from page §)

e Nominations are requested for the 1998 Janette
Dean Award. The nominee should be someone
who has given service to Banding and who is still
active in his/her field. Please send your nomina-
tions to Ernie Rogers, the Recording Secretary, or
to any other Director, by November 8, 1997.

o The Association’s application for Charitable Sta-
tus registration is well under way and, hopefully,
will be completed in the near future.

e It will soon be time to renew your OBBA mem-
bership and a renewal form will be sent with the
December Newsletter. Membership stands at 102
but there is a large list of members in arrears.
Check the date on the label on the envelope that
brought this newsletter. If it says 1996, please
send vour subscription for the current year now.
If you know someone who is no longer a mem-
ber, please try to get him/her to rejoin in 1998. All
membership fees should be sent to David
Shepherd, 285 Paisley Road, Guelph, Ontario
N1H 2P8.

GLEANINGS
FROM THE
INTERNET

buck. Williamson's Bird-

Serv Zingy Weekly Bird-
Band Digest Reader might
appear an unlikely name for a web site but it is worth a
visit. Try wwmw.nbhec.com/birdband/weeknnba.htm
There are a number of items of interest to banders
although when I visited recently some of the files
were not available, perhaps older files were being
cleared out. Registration is required before you can
post messages and instructions on how to subscribe
are provided. There are also several links to other
interesting sites and lists.

In a recent issue of Birding, Stephen Ingraham
wrote of the Internet that it was a great way to
spend time that would otherwise be put to better
use in the field. However, he conceded that there are
several good reasons to use the Internet.

Stepehen gave the address of a number of web sites
of interest to birders and some are listed below.
e Birding on the Web
http:/www.birder.com/birding/
e Cornell Laboratory of Omithology
http:/ /www.omnith.cornell.edu/

e ID-Fronters
http://nbhc.com/birdwg01 /weeknnw1.htm
e National Audubon Society
http:// www.audubon.org/
¢ Shorebirds
http:/ /wetlands.ca /wetcentre/shorebirds.html

Web addresses change often and new ones appear
frequently. If you have a favourite web site or find a
new one, please let me know and T’ll include it in the
next issue of the Newsletter.

LITERATURE CITED:

1. Ingraham, Stephen. “Can It Be? Cyberbirding?”
Birding. Vol XXIX Number 4 (August 1997):336-
340.

“EDITOR’S NOTES

Inecd lots of news items, views and articles for
publication. The more I have, the more interesting
your newsletter will be. Material can be mailed, faxed,
or e-mailed to me. If possible, longer articles should
be submitted on 3'2" diskette, preferably in unformat-
ted Word, although I can convert most files to Word.

Robert McKinney, following up on John Miles’ article
about shoulder patches on American Goldfinches in
the June 1997 issue, asks if other banders have en-
countered this phenomenon (see Letters, page 7). In the
March 1997 issue, Paul Prior wrote of problems with
White-throated Sparrows and wanted to hear from
other banders who had encountered the same injuries.
Your replies to either, or both, of these enquiries will
be of much interest to other OBBA members. Please
write to me and I will publish your comments in the
Newsletter.

HOLIDAY BEACH CLEAN-UP

On Sunday, August 17, Phil Roberts and five
volunteers started the annual clean-up at the
two banding stations. This  year
the preparations were a little more
involved. Because of site flooding by nsing
water, the Marsh Sta- tion had to be moved
about ten feet. This required the use of a tractor,
ropes and plenty of muscle. A tough job completed
in record time.

(Continued on page 10)
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(Holiday Beach Clean-Up—Continued from page 9)

A family of raccoons had moved into the Lake Station
and rearranged the contents to their liking—putting
almost evervthing on the floor in a very untidy

fashion.

However, at the end of the day the major work at both
stations was finished and they were ready when band-
ing started in early September.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Fall Band-Out

December Newsletter
Renew Membership

1998 AGM

October 4, 1997.

December 1, 1997.

Last date for submission for publication, November 8, 1997.

February 28, 1998 at Mountsberg Wildlife Centre.
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