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1998 FALL BAND-OUT

his year’s Fall Band-Out meeting will be hosted by

the Haldimand Bird Observatory at Selkick
Provincial Park on Saturday, September 26, 1998,
starting at 8:00 a.m.

Selkirk Provincial Park 1s located near Peacock Point
on Lake Erie, about 4km west of Selkick. The Selkirk
Park's operator usually waives the provincial park
entry fee for anyone coming to the banding site. If you
are stopped at the gate house you should indicate that
you are attending the get-together at the banding
station.

To find the banding station proceed past the gate
house to the first road junction. The left hand road
goes to the camping area and the right hand road goes
into the maintenance compound. Park here off the
traveled road. If necessary follow the road into the
camping area and park in an empty camp site. Walk
the Wheeler Nature Walk until you come to the
boardwalk over Spring Creek. Cross the boardwalk
and follow the main trail into the hardwoods. Keep
right and follow the trail back to sign post No. 10. The
trail tums sharply left here. Do not follow the trail but
go due scuth through the pines and follow the path up
the hill to the banding tent/lab.

It is a 15-20 minute walk from the start of the Wheeler
Nature Walk trail back to the banding site.

The fall meeting provides OBBA members the oppor-
tunity to compare banding techniques and equipment
and meet the OBBA Executive and other members.
Why not bring family and friends? New members or
prospective members will be especially welcome. Re-
member to bring your lunch and your binoculars and
telescope.

If you have any questions, phone John Miles at
519-587-5223 or e-mail him at miles(@knic.com

RESULT OF CHOKPAK APPEAL

David Brewer

} embers will recall that we had a very successful
Y Lcollection at the last Annual General Meeting

for the Chokpak Bird Observatory in Kazakhstan,

Central Asia.

Due to the collapse of scientific funding in the former
Soviet Union, many enterprises have been left without
support and are living a hand-to-mouth existence,
never sure of whether they will be able to continue
long-standing scientific programs. It is therefore
highly gratifying to record the most generous response
of the members last March, resulting in a donation to
the Chokpak Observatory of more than $800.00. We
have just had a communication from Dr. Victona
Anatolievna Kovshar telling us that our donation was
nstrumental in ensuring a highly successful spring
program this year, and allowing them also to purchase
wing-flags for an ongoing investigation into large
raptors such as Black Kites and harriers of several
species.

Dr. Kovshar is preparing a report of their spring
activities which we will summarize in a future newslet-

tor
L.

In the meantime we again record our appreciation of
the generosity of the OBBA membership.
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ESSEX COUNTY AMERICAN
KESTREL BANDING PROJECT

John St. Louis

A- fter the 1997 raptor banding season, myself and

y fellow banders found ourselves in the unenvi-
able position of having to wait until the following fall
to band again. It was not until Phil Roberts suggested
a "scientific research study” that would complement
our fall migration banding did we know the time
would pass more easily. Phil's suggestion was the
"road trapping" of American Kestrels that winter-over
in Essex County.

The theory behind this study is to determine if the
American Kestrels breeding in this area are year round
residents or do they migrate south in the fall and their
places taken by their northem cousins.

Saturday, March 15, 1998 was the first day of trying to
prove or refute this theory. Steve Dickson and 1 had a
trap, a lure and bands. Now all we needed was a
willing Kestrel. We began driving down concession
roads, both searching the telephone lines for perched
Kestrels. It had to be only luck we did not find
ousselves in the bottom of a ditch while looking
skyward, but finally we found one. Now with neither
Steve nor I having any experience at road trapping, we
decided both speed and stealth would be advanta-
geous traits to have to assist setting up the trap.
Unfortunately these were two traits we did not pos-
sess. In any event we were able to set up the trap
without scaring the Kestrel away.

We retreated to watch the falcon's reaction, and we
were not disappointed. This beautiful adult female
quickly came over to inspect the trap, hovering over
the trap in classic technique. Then she was out of
sight. Had we caught her? But the trap was not sprung
nor was she in the sky. Finally we saw her. 1he Kestrel
was standing on the shoulder of the concession road
next to the trap. She was looking it over. Deciding it
was not to her liking, she flew off.

Following this original attempt the remainder of the
day seemed destined to end only in frustration. Our
best attempts at stealth succeeded only in scaring the
skittish falcon away. It was not until we received some
encouragement from Phil and Lori that we decided to
try again.

We were quickly rewarded by trapping an adult male.
Steve and I were like two school kids. We could not
believe we had finally caught and banded a road-
trapped falcon. I am sure the local residents did not
understand these two people jumping up and down

congratulating one another on the side of their road.

We had varying degrees of success in our trapping/
banding efforts over the next two months. Without a
doubt Corey, Chris and Jamie Balkwill have enjoyed
the greatest success. In a period of two weeks they
were able to band eight Kestrels including an already-
banded Kestrel near Windsor Airport. We have not
yet received the information from the Canadian
Wildlife Service as to where the Kestrel was banded
and when. However, we are quite certain it was not
done at Holiday Beach during fall migration.

This first year served as our apprenticeship in road
trapping/banding. We incorporated a variety of tech-
niques. These included parking the car, retrieving the
trap from the trunk, setting it up, doving off to
observe, all the time praying the falcon did not fly off.
Deciding this was too time consuming, we drove
around with the tmp on the passenger’s lap. This
helped but it also scratched the interior of the vehicle.
Finally we tried a different method. I would lie in the
back of the pickup truck with the trap set and would
await a signal to drop it at the side of the road. We felt
this would be very quick. However, it is no fun to be
bounced around in the back when you cannot find a
Kestrel all day.

Finally, another hazard we had not anticipated was the
liberation of our trap by passing motorists. One day
on Banwell Road, I was able to finally set the trap up
quickly and retreat. Then a train passed by, backing
traffic up. I noticed 2 man in a pickup truck looking
over at the side of the road. Next I knew the train was
gone and so was my trap. I had to chase the man
down to get my trap back, trying to explain my
purpose for being out there, much like I am doing
here with you. I hope I succeeded.

We will give you an update of our "successes" next
year.

This article is reprinted from The Northwind 13,3
(Fall 1998) with the kind permission of John St
Louis and its editor, Betty Learmouth.
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NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE
OBBA EXECUTIVE

he new By-Law Number 1, which was approved

at the Special General Meeting on April 4, 1998,
was forwarded to Revenue Canada. Confirmation has
been received that the Association now has charitable
status.

Details will be reported in the next Newsltter.

THE FAR SIDE BY GARY LARSON

?3 *fém

_‘_\_

“You imbecilel...We flew 12,000 miles for 7his?”

The Far Side copyright FarWorks, Inc. Reprinted by
permission. All nghts reserved.

BANDING HIGHLIGHTS

Guelph Banding Group

e On June 27, 1998, Dave Brewer, Cathy Rogers,
Emie Rogers and Wendy Thomson banded 59
Double-crested Cormorants at their nest site at
Hamilton Harbour. On a second visit on July 6,
they were joined by Terri Groh and Martin
Wermaart and banded a further 170 birds, for a
total of 229.

M bere Wildlife C
Martin Wermnaart reported the following Retumn:

e A HY female American Goldfinch banded
September 1, 1990, #1830 28953 was retrapped
on August 4, 1998. (8 years).

GLEANINGS
FROM THE
INTERNET

ary Gustafson advises that the Bird Banding

boratory at Patuxent has created a new web

page to allow the reporting of U.S. and Canadian
federal bird bands across the web.

For the present, all reports on bands across the web at
http:/ [/ www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bbl/homepage/
recwbnd. htm will be handled the same as a telephone
report (1-800-327-BAND) or a band reported by mail
(12100 Beech Forest Road, Laurel MD 20708-4037).

The form can also be used to report recoveries to the
Bird Banding Laboratory.

Mary would appreciate any comments you have on the
form and on the questions that are asked of the finder.
Send comments to Mary at Mary_Gustafson@usgs.gov

e The list of corrections for Peter Pyle’s Identification
Guide to North American Birds: Part 1 was up-
dated on August 12, 1998, and can be found
at http:/ /www.prbo.org/prbo/Ervata. himl

OBBA BIRDATHON 1998
Audrey Heagy

As the official OBBA Birdathoner for 1998, I
\ attempted to rack up a big species list on the last
weekend of May. Since 1 was working at Cabot Head,
I did my Birdathon on the Bruce Peninsula. As
always, I was accompanied by my sister (who had
brought a fresh supply of Belgian chocolates as our
reward for any lifers). Unfortunately my timing was
not good as I managed to pick the only day all spring
with poor weather!

The weather was sunny and warm when we started
counting at 1 p.m. in Southampton but it soon
clouded over and by 6 p.m. it was very windy and
starting to rain. We carried on nonetheless and while
checking out a marsh at dusk for rails we were
fortunate to find a Great Grey Owl ( presumably a

{Continued on page 4)
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(BAILLIE BIRDATHON-Continued from page 3)

hanger-on from the winter invasion two years ago) to end
up the day at 78 species.

We woke up early the next moming in the Cabot Head
lighthouse to the sound of waves crashing against the
rocks, nearby thunder and rain slashing against the
windows. By way of contrast, my alarm clock was
silent as the electricity was off. Since birding was out
of the question due to the combination of gale force
winds and lightning we went back to bed! By 9:30 a.m.
the rain eased off and we ventured out to do the
census. We only got halfway through the census route
before the next storm system rolled in but we did
manage to see a Red-breasted Merganser to add one
more species to our total.

We then decided to head down the road to see if we
could find a hwnmingbird at Latkwhiside gardens.
That quest was successful and over the next two hours
we managed to find a few new birds here and there. At
ten minutes to one we stopped by the roadside to see
our 100th species: a Brewers Blackbird. Given the
weather we were amazed that we had managed to
see that many species.

Of coursse there is more to Birdathon than chasing
birds (and eating Belgian chocolates). My sister and 1
each raised over $500 in pledges. These monies go to
support bird research and conservation projects by
Bird Studies Canada, bird observatories in Ontario,
and individuals and organizations receiving grants
from the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund. One
quarter of the funds I raised will go to support the
work of the OBBA.

Thanks to everyone who sponsored me in this
endeavor.

EDITORS NOTES

e Welcome to Allen Chartier as 2 new member from
Inkster, Michigan. Allen bands at Holiday Beach
and looks forward to contributing articles to our
Newsletter.

e Contact John Miles at 519-587-5223 or by e-mail
at miles@kwic.oom if you would like to volunteer at
the Selkirk Provincial Park or Ruthven Park
banding stations during the fall migration.

® Audrey Heagy will reopen Cabot Head Bird
Observatory on the Bruce Peninsula in mid-

September. Contact her by e-mail at
aheagy@knrc.com for confirmation of the date and
to obtain details of accommodation if you plan to
volunteer during the fall migration.

e Nominations are requested for the 1999 Janette
Dean Award. The nominee should be someone
who has given service to Banding and who is still
active in his /her field. Contact any OBBA direc-
tor with your nomination before December 31,
1998.

® I need news items, reports, views and articles for
publication in the Newslktter. Material can be
mailed, faxed or e-mailed to me. Phone and fax
numbers are given on page 6. Please note my new
e-mail address, crogers(@istar.ca

Dave Brewer and Cathy Rogers banding Double-crested
Cormorants at Hamtlton Harbonr. See page 3.

Photos: Emie Rogers
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THE CORNELL NEST BOX
NETWORK (CNBN)

he Comell Nest Box Network (CNBN) project

collects data on North American cavity-nesting
birds such as swallows, bluebirds, American Kestrels
and Wood Ducks. The only requirement to participate
in CNBN is that you either have a nest box or are
willing to put one up. Although many participaats
monitor dozens of boxes on their nest box trails, many
others have only one or two boxes.

The nest boxes don’t have to be set up in any partic-
ular way except that they need to be placed in appro-
priate habitats for cavity-nesting birds. One compo-
nent of CNBN consists of four different studies, one
of which, the Nest Selection Study, is the only study
that has certain requirements for nest boxes and nest
box placement. The other three studies include the
Calcium Study; the Clutch Size Study; and the Feather
Study. The Feather Study can only be done with Tree
and/or Violet-green Swallows. The studies are fairdy
straightforward and participants can judge for them-
selves how involved they want to be in the project.
They can do one, two, three or all four of the studies.
It is entirely up to them.

The second component of CNBN, the Dispersal
Study, is limited to banders. The goal is to study natal
dispersal in Tree Swallows and Eastern Bluebirds.
Dispersal Study participants band nestlings and adults
in their boxes. It is important for the study that
participants put a lot of effort into capturing adults. If
they don’t capture adults and only band nestlings, only
half the data needed about natal dispersal will be
obtained. Another large responsibility of participants
is that they have to label each box with a unique
identification number or name and provide detailed
maps of all their nest box locations.

CNBN is only in its second year. It is hoped that
participation in Canada and the western United States
will increase, as data from these areas is lacking.

Because the Comell Laboratory of Omithology is a
non-profit institute, their citizen-science programs,
such as CNBN, are supported largely by annual parti-
cipant fees. Each component of CNBN, ie. the
General Study and the Dispersal Study, costs parti-
cipants US$20 for the first year and US$15 for the
renewal years.

With enrollment in CNBN, participants receive a
CNBN Research Kit which contains a lot of informa-
tion on cavity-nesting birds, how to build, place and
monitor boxes, as well as instructions for doing the
different projects. Also included is the CNBN

database software which helps participants organize
their data and makes it convenient for retumning data
to Comell Laboratory. Mac users can obtain the soft-
ware by downloading it from the web or by retumning
the postcard included in the Research Kit, requesting
the software. Participants also receive Birdsowpe , the
Laboratory of Omithology’s quartery newsletter that
reports on CNBN and other Laboratory-sponsored
citizen-science projects.

If you have any questions, or would like more infor-
mation, contact Tracey Kast at Corell Labor-
atory of Omithology, telephone 607-254—-2464 or by
fax at 607-254-2415. Her e-mail address 1s
cnbn(@cornell.edu

Information on the Dispersal Study can be obtamned
from Pixie Senesac at 607-254—2416 or by e-mail at
gps@cornell.edu

DATES TO REMEMBER

Fall Band-Out at Selkirk Provincial

Park September 26, 1998
Renew Membership

December 1998
1999 AGM February 27, 1999
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1998 - 1999

Ontario Bird Banding Association Board of Directors

President

John Miles, Box 449
Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0O

519-587-5223
miles@ kwic.com

Past President

Eric Machell, Box 2
Delhi, ON N4B 2W 8

519-582-4738
Fax: 519-582-8631
elmachell@ iname.com

David Brewer, R.R #1

1. Vs Puslinch, ON NOB 2J0 519-763-0997
President 2
2™ Vice Audrey Heagy, Box 385 519-586-3194
Pre.sidenl Port Rowan, ON NOE IMO aheagy@ kwic.com
Recording Ernie Rogers, 1320 Mississauga Valley Blvd. 905-949-9995
Sectetary Suite 804, Mississauga, ON L5A 389 Fax: 905-949-1934
Y ecrogers@ inforam p.net
Treasurer/ David Shepherd, 285 Paisley Road
Membership | Guelph, ON N1H 2P8 . 919-763=093Q
S N L AT jecapplem@ uoguelph.ca

Directors at
Large

Lucie M étras, Bird Banding O ffice, CW S

100 Gamelin Boulevard, Hull, PQ K1A 0H3

819-997-4213
Fax: 819-953-6612
lucie.metras@ ec.gc.ca

Paul Prior, 51 Bastedo Avenue
Toronto, ON M4C 3MB8

416-691-8263

Cathy Rogers, 1320 Mississauga Valley Blvd.

Suite 804, Mississauga, ON L5A 359

905-949-9995
Fax: 905-949-1934
crogers(@ istar.ca

Nigel Shaw, 2137 Ferguson Street
R.R #2 Stroud, ON LOL 2MO

705-431-2721
j-nshaw@ msn.com

OBBA Rep. to

John Miles., Box 449
Jarvis, ON NOA 1J0

519-587-5223

LPBO miles@ kwic.com

Margaret Bain, 210 Byron Street North 905-668-6452
LPBO Rep. 1o | g pithy, ON LIN 4N1 Fax: 905-668-1626
OBBA : ; 3
mjcbain(@ sym patico.ca

Bill Mcllveen, R.R#1

Journal ?

Editor Acton, ON L7J2L7 519-853-3948

Newsletter
Editor

Cathy Rogers, 1320 Mississauga Valley Blvd.

Suite 804, Mississauga, ON L5A 389

905-949-9995
Fax: 905-949-1934
crogers(@ istar.ca

The Newsletter is published four times a year by The Ontario Bird Banding Association.
Deadlines for receiving material for publication are January 15, May 15, August 15 and

November 10.

The objectives of The Ontario Bird Banding Association are the study of omithology,

¥,

especially by means of banding and other marking techniques; the promotion of omitholog-

ical investigations and the publication of scientific and educational papers pertaining to these subjects,
particularly within the Province of Ontario; and co-operation with organizations with similar objectives.

The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of each contributing author and do not
necessarily represent the views and opinions of The Ontario Bird Banding Association or its management.
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