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OBBA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA

SATURDAY MARCH 14", 2026

09:00 — 10:00 Registration ($10 members, $15 non-members), Bucket Raffle,
Mingling
10:00 - 10:30 Business meeting

Introductions — Bob Hall-Brooks

President’s Report - Bob Hall-Brooks

Treasurer’s Report and Election of an Auditor — Barbara Campbell
Nominations & Election of 2026 Executive — Bruce Murphy

10:30—10:50 Janette Dean Award / Wasserfall Award

10:50 — 11:10 Network Updates

Canadian Migration Monitoring Network Update — Ashley Jensen
North American Banding Council Update — Norm North

11:10-11:30 Coffee Break and Bucket Raffle

11:30 — 12:00 Decoding Moults:
A Walk Through Passerine Moults and the WRP
System
Catharine Manschot

12:00 - 13:00 Lunch and Birding Break (Catered at BSC - $20)

13:00 - 13:30 Station Updates:

Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory — stéphane Menu
Innis Point Bird Observatory — Celia Bodnar

13:30 — 14:00 Khurkh Banding Station in Mongolia Spring Migration
Dr. David Brewer

14:00 — 14:30 Avian Influenza: Understanding the Virus Behind the

Headlines. An introduction to the basics of the virus, how it
is monitored in wild bird populations, and what recent

surveillance has revealed
Dr. Jolene Giacinti — Environment and Climate Change Canada
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14:30 - 14:50 Coffee Break and Bucket Raffle
14:50 — 15:15 Bird Banding Office Update
Lesley Howes and Company — Environment and Climate Change Canada
- Bird Banding Office
15:15 - 15:30 Coffee Break and Bucket Raffle (Last Chance)
15:30 - 16:00 Open Discussion:
Challenges for Ontario Bird Banders
Bob Hall- Brooks and Bruce Murphy
16:00 - 16:30 Remarks, Bucket Raffle Draw, End of AGM
16:30 - 20:00 Social at Birds Canada Headquarters

Pizza Dinner: 17:30 (~$15).

VIRTUAL OPTION:
To attend online, please access Zoom Meeting here:

Access Here

If needed, meeting ID and dial-in information can be found
at:
Meeting ID and Dial-in

LOCATION AND DETAILS:

The AGM will be held at the Birds Canada Headquarters at 115 Front Rd. in Port Rowan. There is
a registration fee of $10.00 for members, $15 for non-members. The event is filled with business
meetings, station reports and a short scientific program related to bird banding in Ontario.

BUCKET RAFFLE: As in previous years, a bucket raffle will be
held. Any member wishing to donate a prize should bring it to
the meeting, or if they prefer, contact any board member!
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ACCOMMODATIONS:

BED AND BREAKFASTS - ALL LISTED AT
http://www.bbcanada.com/bb search results.cfim?search general=port+rowan&x=0&y=0:

MOTELS: There are also several motels in nearby Tilsonburg, or Simcoe.
The 10 Best Hotels in Port Rowan, Ontario

LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY—OLD CUT RESEARCH STATION:
There is also limited space available for $50/night. If you would like to stay at Old Cut
Contact LPBO.

FOOD AND SOCIAL:

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH ARRANGEMENTS:

Coffee, tea, other beverages, muffins and donuts will be served throughout the day. There will be
a catered lunch (Mac & Cheese, Chilli, Salad, Dessert) at Birds Canada. The cost will be around $20
and payable at registration.

EVENING SOCIAL / DINNER:

On the Saturday evening there will be an after-party social following the meeting. Pizza, salads,
and non-alcoholic beverages will be served between 17:30 and 18:30. The cost will be
approximately $15 per person.
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THE BILL AND BETTY WASSERFALL AWARD

The OBBA’s Bill and Betty Wasserfall Award provides critical funding to support bird-banding and
related studies in Canada. Applications for the award will be considered as part of the Small Grants of
the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund.

In 2025 the Bill and Betty Wasserfall Award was granted
to Wildlife Preservation Canada. Their project entitled
“Tracking the Migratory Movements and Wintering
Locations of Conservation-Bred Loggerhead Shrikes
(Lanius ludovicianus migrans) that are being released in
Ontario” received the Ontario Bird Banding Association
Wasserfall Award.

Loggerhead shrikes have faced precipitous and range-
wide population declines since the 1960s, with the
northeastern populations are experiencing the most

drastic declines. The eastern migratory subspecies

(ELOSH) is endangered in Canada, and recent modelling indicates that the Ontario population could
go extinct within 20 years without intervention. Since the conservation breeding and release
program began in 1997, population declines have levelled. Released birds have successfully migrated
and returned to Ontario every year since 2005, are breeding with wild birds to contribute up to 50%
of all wild fledglings in some years. However, we have yet to see sustained increases in the wild,
indicating more work is needed to address limiting factors.

As a migratory bird, threats to the species span international borders. A Population Viability Analysis
in 2023 indicated that overwintering survival may be having the biggest impact on the Ontario
population. However, little is known about the migratory routes and wintering locations of ELOSH,
making binational protection for the birds and their habitat difficult.

The Motus Wildlife Tracking System is crucial for answering these questions around ELOSH migration.
A radio-tagging effort was initiated in 2014 by Wildlife Preservation Canada, and each year a subset
of the conservation-bred juveniles released is outfitted with a transmitter. Data have been collected
on migratory routes within Ontario, but with small sample sizes and historically low-density of Motus
towers along the postulated ELOSH migratory route, tag detections in the US have been limited, and
data on the wintering grounds are still sorely lacking. However, with the density of Motus stations
increasing south of Great Lakes, so does the likelihood of detections of ELOSH in the US. A consistent
effort to track these birds is crucial for understanding the threats that may be keeping them from
coming back to breed in Ontario.
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Anticipated Outcomes:

1. Increased understanding of the migratory routes, stopovers and wintering locations of eastern
loggerhead shrike that breed in Ontario

2. Increased collaboration on binational conservation and threat mitigation through the North
American Loggerhead Shrike Working Group

To learn more about the Eastern Loggerhead Shrike research, please see their website:
https://wildlifepreservation.ca/species/loggerheadshrike/

To donate to the OBBA Awards and Grants Fund in support of the Bill and Betty Wasserfall Award
and other bird banding and related studies across Canada contact barbcampbell52 AT gmail.com

THE JANETTE DEAN AWARD

The Janette Dean Award is presented annually by OBBA for outstanding contributions to bird banding
in Ontario. It was established in memory of Janette Fleming Dean whose death on May 6™ 1993,
marked a significant loss to the banding community in both Ontario and the Caribbean.

The 2025 Janette Dean Award recipient was awarded to Bob Hall-Brooks.

Our 2025 Janette Dean award recipient started banding birds probably like most of us; a keen
interest in birds, in 1992 Bob participated in the monitoring and counts and then taking the
opportunity to do more for avian research by becoming involved in organized programs after being
trained to identify hawks in flight he became one of the official counters in 1997. Bob became very
involved within the Holiday Beach Migration Observatory and eventually began to apprentice as a
passerine bander.

In 2001 and under the tutelage of an American bander, Bob Hall-Brooks began his apprenticeship.
The 911 terror attacks in New York made border crossing for the American members nearly
impossible so the passerine banding program was passed to a local Canadian bander for continuance
gaining his permit in 2004. Bob excelled and eventually not only became a regular passerine bander;
in 2015 Bob moved to the raptor banding stations and then worked to included hummingbirds to his
endorsements. Bob eventually became the principal hummingbird bander and continues as such
today. He has been and remains a regular public educator and interpreter in the Windsor Essex
region and still delights people, young and old, with the tiniest of tiny in skilled hands.
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Aside from his energy to support banding efforts at Holiday Beach, Bob also took on leadership roles
as a board member and president. Holiday Beach faced some rather tumultuous times and serious
challenges which Bob managed to stay and right. It is not surprising that Bob would continue to
support banding in Ontario becoming involved with the Ontario Bird Banding Association.

Congratulations Bob Hall-Brooks!
The Janette Dean Award is given to individuals that have made outstanding contributions to bird

banding in Ontario. To nominate an individual, send a written nomination with a brief explanation of
the candidate’s qualifications to OntarioBirdBanding@gmail.com ***

PAT WOODFORD — AN APPRECIATION

The banding community in Ontario lost one of its legends with the passing of Pat Woodford last
November. Having celebrated her 90th birthday last summer, Pat was among the last of the
generation that founded the Ontario Bird Banding Association and the Long Point Bird Observatory.

The first meeting of the OBBA took place in 1956 at the home of &

Bill Wasserfall. In 1958, OBBA took over operation of the Point K

Pelee banding operations from the Federation of Ontario

Naturalists, aspiring to set up similar stations at other sites

along the northern shore of Lake Erie. Their aim from the outset
was to take a scientific approach rather than engage in ring-
and-fling, to routinely record weights and measurements and
write up results for publication. Jim Woodford was active in
promoting these endeavors within OBBA, and among his other
contributions to the organization, he brought in a new member
from the women’s hockey team he coached. Her name in the
membership rolls first appeared as P. Paige but soon changed to
P. Woodford.

OBBA members had done some exploratory banding at the base
of Long Point in the late 1950’s, but in fall of 1959 a small group
that included the Woodfords was the first to venture to the tip.
By April of 1960, the bird observatory had formally become an
entity, and the first bird officially banded there was a Song
Sparrow banded by Pat. This distinction brought her a measure
of fame during the decades that followed (albeit to a limited
audience!) as LPBO’s banding totals grew to surpass the million mark The names of Pat and Jim, soon
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to be joined by the names of their two daughters, appear repeatedly in the LPBO logs throughout the
1960’s and 70’s.

Less well remembered are Pat’s contributions of service to the banding community. She served as
Secretary both for OBBA and LPBO during the years before LPBO became independent in 1968. She
wrote minutes, co-authored many annual reports, and later completed annual banding totals — not
an easy task in those pre-computer days.

Pat’s administrative involvement in OBBA and LPBO largely ended in the 1970’s, and she never held
an individual banding permit, but she remained a keen bander all her life. After retirement from
teaching high school chemistry, she and Jim began annual visits of a week or two to Pelee Island Bird
Observatory or LPBO, participating in daily banding or, in later years, banding a few birds just to keep
her hand in. Her manual dexterity and ability to read band numbers without glasses remained
undiminished long after her traveling companions were relegated to scribing. Probably her last time
banding substantial numbers was at Pelee Island in September 2023, at the age of 88.

Pat’s participation in the bird-banding community was unknown to most of her friends and
colleagues, who knew her best for other parts of her very full and active life. As noted in her
obituary, “Pat lived an incredible life. She was deeply loved and admired for her kindness, care and
openness. She was a strong environmental activist, a devoted skier and knitter, beloved teacher,
supreme pie maker, and a trail blazer for women in science and hockey! She was an inspiration to all
who knew her.”
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WHY BELONG TO THE OBBA?

1. Meet like-minded people who enjoy banding birds by providing a forum for
communication among Ontario banders.

2. Chance to share and compare the results of your banding efforts with others.

3. Receive a newsletter reporting on current banding activities and topics of interest to
banders.

4. Contribute to and receive the organization’s long running journal — Ontario Bird Banding
- that reports annually on the bird banding activities of its members and read articles on
banding techniques.

5. Take part in an annual general meeting where you can present, listen to, and meet guest
speakers and share your banding interests with other banders from across Ontario in a
pleasant social atmosphere.

6. Get opportunities to learn different banding techniques and share knowledge of
different issues and the latest trends in the banding world.

7. Have the chance to recognize extraordinary efforts of individuals through the Janette
Dean Award, or fund your research through the Wasserfall Award.

8. Benefit from the North American Banding Council’s network of activities, training
workshops and certification programs and connection to the Canadian Bird Banding
Office under the Canadian Wildlife Service.

9. Encourage mentorship, share enthusiasm, contribute to knowledge of bird banding and
take part in collaborative projects (such as Mourning Dove and Snow Bunting banding).

10. Most of all — have FUN while contributing to bird conservation science!

TO JOIN OR RENEW: Please fill out the renewal form or send the same information along
with payment to Barbara Campbell — barbcampbell52 AT gmail.com. A renewal form is at
the back of this newsletter or can be found on the OBBA website:

Join or Contact Us — Ontario Bird Banding Association (ontbanding.org)

Please specify “membership” in the comments field.
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ONTARIO BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION (2025-26)
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ross.w.wood AT gmail.com
oriskany.nf AT gmail.com
david.okines AT hotmail.com
billreadsbooks AT gmail.com
barbcampbell52 AT gmail.com
avillamil AT gmail.com
nickbartok AT hotmail.com
cmadliger AT gmail.com
adavidbrewer AT gmail.com
ashleyjensen AT peptbo.com

emmarosebuck AT gmail.com

Ex Officio Members

Ontario Bird Banding Editor
Newsletter Editor
OBBA Rep. to LPBO

Bird Banding Office
Rep. To OBBA

OBBA Rep. To North American
Banding Council

WEB Master

David Okines

Luis Villamil

Stu MacKenzie

Lesley-Anne Howes

Norm North

Barbara Ferris

WINTER 2026

»

david.okines AT gmail.com

avillamil AT gmail.com

smackenzie AT birdscanada.org

lesley.howes AT canada.ca
north AT execulink.com

finally AT gmail.com

ISSN 1485-4893


mailto:oriskany.nf@gmail.com
mailto:billreadsbooks@gmail.com
mailto:mail%20to%20:%20Barb.campbell1@sympatico.ca
mailto:lesley-anne.howes@ec.gc.ca
mailto:north@execulink.com
mailto:north@execulink.com

Page |11
OBBA Newsletter

Ontario Bird Banding Association

CharitableRegistrationN0.873195960RR0001
www.ontbanding.org
https://www.facebook.com/OntarioBirdBanding/

Membership Application or Renewal

Name:

Address:

City: Prov:

Postal Code: Phone: ( ) -

Email:

NOTE: All correspondence with the OBBA will be electronic. If you wish to receive
a hard-copy of the materials, newsletter and/or journal, you must specify below.

O  Please send me the Newsletter by regular mail
O Please send me the Journal by regular mail

Membership Category:

Life Membership ($500)

Individual / Family - Household ($25/$40)
Student ($15)
Outside of Canada and United States—$10 mailing surcharge

O OO0 O

Additional Donation: Tax receipt issued if $10 or more.

Make cheque payable to: Ontario Bird Banding Association

RENEW ONLINE
Please specify “membership” in the comments field.

Or mail to:
Barb Campbell - OBBA
19 Harwood Lane

Kana@KZK 1X7
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